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TO THE PUBLIC, 


Tuk Writer of the enſuing pages, wiſhes to depres 
cate the ſeverity of Criticiſm, ſhould Criticiſm 
ever be exerciſed on a production ſo much beneath its 
attention. Conſcious that it abounds in grammati ical 
and other errors, he wiſhes to excuſe faults of fuck 
magnitude, by ſaying, that his object has been not ſo 
much v to write a book,” ds to vindicate his cha- 
rafter from thoſe aſper fioti which the malevolence of 
ſome, and the intereſt and ignorance of others, have 
endeavoured to caſt upon it —Dragged by his nume- 
rous enemies from that happy obſcurity in which he 
lived ; forced from that © divine oblivion of low 
thoughted care,” in which he paſſed his days; he has 
been unwillingly obliged, to tommente Author jn his 
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own inclination; he hopes his tranſgreſſions againſt li- 
terary propriety will be forgiven him. 

Pur ſued as he has been by the furious, unceaſing, 
and vindifive malice of a numerous herd of aſſocias 
ted political aſſaſſins, and doomed to an almoſt unea- 
ampled impriſonment, by the unrelenting hand of legab 
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11 TO THE PUBLIC. 


ſeverity, he throws himſelf upon the humanity, bene 


volence, and candour of the Britiſh Nation, as the 
laſt and only tribunal to which he can appeal, and 


From which he fully expefts impartiality, juſtice, and 


protection. To no other power can he now addreſs 
himſelf, and to that power he truſts no apology is ne- 
ceſſary for bringing his ſingular and unparalleled 
caſe before them ; for * The caſe of an individual be- 
u comes a matter of public appeal. and deſerves. to ex- 
© cite univerſal anxiety and alarm, whenever it is marks 
te ed by injuſtice and oppreſſion. The people are loudly 
te called on to oppoſe every aft of individual tyran= 
00 ny, exerciſed againſt the common rights and liber- 
te ties of the ſfubject: otherwiſe, they may be aſſured 
« it will be eagerly ſeized as d precedent by thoſe in 
10 power, and, once eftabliſhed, may eventually termi- 
nate in the total annihilation of every thing moſs 
« dear which our anceſtors bequeathed us.“ 


® Caſe of CuARTIESs Picorr, 8yo, Earony 1793. 
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THE KING 
J ͤ ͤ - 
DANIEL HOLT. 


INFO Bit ATION, 


to wit, 


oy et? E it remembered that Sir Arehibad 


Macdonald, Knight, Attorney Ge 
neral of our preſent Sovereign Lord the King, who for 
eur ſaid Lord the King in this behalf proſecutes in his 
own proper perſon comes here into the Court of our 
faid Lord the King, betore the King himſelf,” at Weſtmin«' 
ſter, on Wedneſday next after the octave of Saint Hilary, 


in this ſame term, and for our ſaid Lord the Eng, giveth 


the Court here to underſtand and be informed, that 
DANIEL HOLT, late of NEWARK-UPON-TRENT in 
the County of Nottingham, Printer, being a wicked, ma- 
licious, /editious, and 1 diſpoſed perſon, and being greatly 


&/affefied to oui ſaid Lord the King, and to the Con fi- 
tution and Government of this kingdom, and urctedly, 


malictouſly, and ſeditiouſiy, deſig ning, contriving, and in- 
tending to diſturb the peace and tranquility. om our ſaid 
Lord the King, and of this kingdom, and to [candalize, 
deſame, and 1% his ſaid Majeſty's Government and the 
Parliament and Statutes of this kingdom, and the Repre- 
ſentatives of the People of this kingdom in the Parlia- 
ment thereof, and to bring them reſpettively into hatred 


end contempt with his Majeſty's ſubjetis, and to repreſent, 
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tv INz0RMATION! 
and cauſe it to be believed by his ſaid Majeſty's ſubjeAs that 
their ſaid Repreſ-ntatives n Parliament were corrupt and 
ofligate, and betrayed their Rights and Intereſts, and to 
excite and flir up diſcontent, and ſedition amongſt his ſaid 
Majeſty's ſubjects, on the Firſt day of January, in the 
1 hirty Third year of the reign of our ſaid Lord the now 
King, at Newark-upon-Trent, i in the ſaid county of Not- 
tingham, to complete, perfect, and bring to effect his ſaid 
wicked contrivances and intentions, wickedly, maliciouſly, 
and ſeditiouſly did print and publiſh and cauſed to be print- 
ed and publiſhed in the form of an Addreſs to the Tradeſ- 
men, Mechanics, Lahourers and other Inhabitants of the 


Town of Newark aforeſaid on a Parliamentary Reform, a 


certain wicked, ſcandalous, and ſeditious Libel (amongſt 
other things) of and concerning his ſaid Majeſty's Go- 
vernment and the adminiſtration thereof, and of and con- 
cerning the Parliament and Statutes of this Kingdom, and 
of and concerning the Repreſentatiyes of the People of 
this kingdom in the Parliament thereof, in one part of the 
faid Libel according to the tenor aud effect following: 
That is to ſay, 

6. If the preſent inequality of repreſentation | mean. 
ing repreſentation in the parliament of this kingdom j and 
length of Parliaments ſ meaning the Parliaments of this ling- 
dom | be the cauſes of Parliamentary Corruption, as they 
undoubtedly are, [ meaning that the preſent Parliament of- 
this kingdom as to the Repreſentatives of the People in the 
Parliament, was undoubtedly corrupt | we muſt remove the 
cauſes before the effect will ceaſe. 


1. By a corrupt Parliament is meant that, which in- 
*« flead of being a ſhiela againſt unneceſſary taxation, is 
„the hired inflrument whereby the nation” | meaning this 
kingdom] * is pillaged, that which inflead of proving a 
„check upon the Crown [meaning the Crown of this 
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lingdom] when diſpoſed to engage in unneceſſary and 
© ruinous wars, is the bribed tool by which the nation“ 
[meaning this kingdom] ** was firſt gulled into an approba - 
« tion of war, and afterwards drained of its blood and 
« treaſures to carry it on: And again, uniform experi- 
« ence teaches us that whenever Parliaments” [ meaning 
the Parliament of this kingdom| © are under an undue in- 
« fluence from the crown, | meaning the Crown of this 
kingdom} ** they are ever ready to hetray the moſt ſacred 
Rights of the People.” [meaning the ſubjefs of this king | 
dom.] * Suffice it at preſent to recall to your recollettion 
« a tew inſtances only. In the reign of Henry y11t. 
[meaning Henry VIII. heretofore King of England] © par. 
«* liament ” | meaning the then Parliament of this kingdom) 
* enacted that ihe King's proclamation ſhould have the 
force of law: in the reign of William III.“ [meaning 
Wilham III heretofore King of England] they made a pre- 
*. cedent for ſuſpeuding by ſtatute the benefit of the Habeas 
Corpus; and it has ſince been ſeveral times practiſed: 
in the reign of George I.” [meaning George J. hereto. 
fore King of Great Britain! by means of the ſtatute vul. 
« garly called the Riot AR, all the conſtitutional means 
of giving ſupport to the civil Magiſtrate were ſupplant. 
* ed in fayour of the practice of calling out the flanding 
* army, That Government | meaning the Government of 
this kingdom | © which cannot preſerve its authority with 
out ſuch an inſtrument, deferves not the name of go. 
** yernment ; and that country,” [meaning this kingdom | 
in which it is an ordinary practice to ſupport the exe- 
* cution of its laws by a ſtanding army, is not a free coun. 
* try, But the deadlieſt wounds that Freedom ever re- 
** ceived from parliament,” | meaning the Parliament of this 
deng dom] * were thoſe which have been given it by the 
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$6 disfranchiſing ſtatute of Henry VI.” [meaning Heu 
VI. heretofore King of England] * the triennial ati of 
„William III. [meaning William III. heretofore King of 
England] © and the ſeptennial att oi George 1 meaning. 
George J. heretofore King of Great Britain] “ for by the 
joint operation of thoſe three ſtatutes the very founda- 
« tion of the Conftiution* Tmeanng the Conſtitution of 
this kingdom) * a1e removed, Thole ſlatutes not only 
* defraud the nation ¶ meaning this kingdom) © of fix parts. 
in ſeven both of its election and its repreſentation, but 
* they have effeftually vuiated ihe remaining ſeventh. 

8, Parliaments chofen as they now are, and continu- 
* ing for ſeven years as they now do, wili ever be com- 
** poſed, for the moſt part, of a few fattions, under the 
guidance of particular noblemen, perpetually contend 
* ing tor the power and emoluments of office, The com- 
„mon ſoldiery of theſe ſeveral factions, like that of alh 
* other ſtanding armies, is made up of mercenaries: 
from the moſt idle and profligate orders of the commu- 
*ty. Whoſo idle as men ot pleaſure, and the vicious part: 
* of our nobility and gentry ?- Who ſa profligate as mur- 
„ dering nabobs, proſtitute iawyers, and unprincipled ad- 
** yenturers, who through the iniquity of corrupt elett ions 
„ make their way into parliament, [ meaning the parliament 
ef this kingdom | © and there let out their tongues and their 
votes for hire?” And in another part thereof accurds: 
ing to the tenor and effett following: (to wat.) 

19. A moment's reflection will convince any candid 

* man, that in ſuch elections“ | meaning the electious of 
repreſentatives to ſerve in the Parliament of this kingdom} 
* annually repeated, there could be no ſuch thing as bri- 
* bery; and if a ballot were added, all undue influence 
of wealth or authority would be guarded againſt, Bri- 
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u bery and threats out of the queſlion, who could have an 
* intereſt or temptation to promote any licentivuſneſs ? 
& Tt has already been ſhewn allo that in parliaments [means 
eng the parliaments of this kingdom} * ſo eletied, and ſo 
dependent on the eſteem and confidence, and power of 
« the people,” [ meaning the ſubjefs of this kingdom) * it 
© would be as impoſſible for a mi::iſter” [meaning the Mi- 
miſter of our ſaid Lord the King employed in the adminiftra- 
tion of his Government] © to obtain ſupport by corruption 
* as now it is impoſhble to find ſupport” [meaning ſupport 
from the Parliament of this kingdom) ** without corruption. 

* 20, But a Miniſter, | meaning /uch Miniſter as afore- 
ſaid, * it is ſaid cannot carry on the Buſineſs of the Na- 
* tion ſ meaning this Kingdom] without a majority. 
„This is held to be an axiom in politics, and ſo it is. 
No maxim is more true. But it is equally true that 
in Parliaments choſen as ours ſ meaning the Parliament 
of this Kingdom | * now are, that Majority muſt be had 
* by means of Faction and Bribery ; in a reformed Parlia- 
* ment it muſt be gained by rectitude of Meaſures alone;“ 
In contempt of our ſaid Lord the King, in open viola. 
tion of his Law, to the evil and pernicious Example of 
all others in the like Caſe offending, and againſt the peace 
of our ſaid Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 
Whereupon the "ſaid Attorney General of our ſaid Lord 
the King, who for our ſaid Lord the King in this hehalf 
proſecutes for our ſaid Lord the King, prayeth, the con- 
ſideration of the Court here in the premiſes, and that due 
proceſs of Law may be awarded againſt him the ſaid Da- 
NIEL HOLT in this behalf to make him Anſwer to our 
ſaid Lord the King touching and concerning the Premiſes 
aforeſaid. | 
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& Better it were to live under no law at all, and, by the maxims 
te of cautious prudence, to conform ourſelves, the beſt we can, to 
© the atbitrary will of a MASTER; than fancy we have a law on 
& which we can rely, and find at laſt, that this law fhafl inflit a 
4 puniſhment precedent to the promulgatidn, and try us by maxims 
& unheard of till the very moment of the proſecution, If I fail on 
ct the Thames, and ſplit my veſſel on an anchor; in caſe there be 
* no buoy to give warning, the party ſhall pay me damages: But 
10 jf the anchor be marked out, then is the ſtriking on it at my peril, 
Where is the mark ſet upon this crime? Where the token by 
& which I ſhould difcover it ? It has been concealed, under water; 
& and no human prudence, no human innocence, could ſave me 
from the deſlruction with which I am at preſert threitened !''* 


4 Speech of LoxD STRATFORD, Hunz Hiſt. Eng. 8vo. Editiot, 
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Vol, 6, poge 404 | 
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A LETTER, 


| ADDRESSED: r n 44 5 % A 


INHABITAN 18 or NEWARK, Gi 


"xz oo | 
„ A- Aubnos' vm To zl Sdy Bonftt 
r the iron arm of power 
| has been lifted up to cruſh 
a defencelets, unproteAied individual; when the aſſociated 
malice of his enemies has. endeavoured to blacken his 
character. —vilify his conduft ,—miſreprefent his princi- 
ples, —deftroy his domeſtic happineſs, aid blaſt his proſ- 
pects for ever; to his Countrymen he then bas a right to 


appeal, and claim for himſelf that juſtice which has b 


ſuch unworthy means been denied him. Indeed. it then 


becomes a duty which he owes to himſelf, —to his tamily.— 
to his friends, —and to the public in general z however 
obſcure his ſituation in life may be; to come forward and 


openly refute calumnies of ſo groſs a nature, and expoſe 


ſuch injurious miſrepreſentations to the well. merited con- 


tempt and indignation of mankind. y af aem of 


Aduated by theſe motives, and deſirous that u my cha- 
rater ſhould appear favorable in the eyes « of the liberal 
part only of my Fellow-Townſmen, it is ith peculiar 
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| faisfaftion t that 1 now « prefume to addreſs myſelf 1 to > youb 
notice; confident that I ſhall obtain from you, what has 
hitherto been ſo- fuccelsfully denied me :—impartial Juſ- 
tice Experiencing at this moment a long impriſonment 
on account of my vonduct and principles, it is with con- 
fidence that I now'ſtate to you what that conduct has been, 
and what thoſe principles are, of which you have lately 
heard ſo much, and for which I have received fo much 
malevofent abuſe and perſecution from the deſpicable poh- 
tical hirelings of the day, When you have candidly con- 
ſidered this flatement hen you have impartially exa- 
mined the reaſons of my condut,—the validity of my 
opinions,—and the nature of my various offences; I am 
| ſtrongly perſuaded that your juſtice will induce you to 
decide the cauſe in my favor, and place the guilt, where it 


In order, to accompliſh an object of ſuch immediate con- 
Tequence t to mylelf, as the vindication of my oWn charac- 
ter, 1 ſhall now proceed to lay the- enſuing narrative of 
| fats before you, interſperſed with ſuch obſervations as 
| ſpontaneouſly aroſe in my mind, from a diſpaſſionate re- 
view of the different Tubjefts, as as they paſſed before me, 
If theſe obſervations are ſtrong, and breathe a fervid ſpirit 
of Liberty and independence; if they are only the pure 
effuſions of a mind conſcious of its own rectitude, and 
| perfeftly free from thoſe © foul crimes “ laid to its charge, 
1 truſt even i in theſe days they will need no apology: ; 


In making this public addreſs to you, my Fellow 
Townſmey, I afford my numerous enemies a fair opportu- 
: nity of vindicating their proceedings, and of combating 
my arguments and aſſertions, I challenge their refut#- 


tion. If they can defend and Juſtify"a mode of conduit 
fe palpably partial and jnigꝑ as that which they 
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have ſo recently and virulently adopted againſt me, they. 
will be glad of this opportunity of ſubmitting their, reaſons. 
to the inveſtigation of the public, and of courſe chearfully,. 
accept the challenge. If. on the contrary, they decline, 
taking up the gauntlet, and zacitly leave me maſter of the. 
field, I ſhall think myſelf entitled to the honor of the, 
victory, and-claim it accordingly. In either he it will. 
remain with you, to decide between us. | | 


Perſuaded that I am now addreſſing not only an im- 
partial, but a liberal tribunal ; and that I am pleading the 
ca ſe of LIBERTY, TRUTH, and JUSTICE, againſt tyran- 
ny, falſehood, and malice; I haſten to ſubmit my defence 
to your examination, and in the mean time await your de- 
aiſion with the firmneſs and compoſure of a man, aſſured 
of having performed only what he has all along con- 
ſcientiouſly conceived to be his duty the _ of a 
PRINTER, and an ENGLISHMAN. | 


Soon after the inſtitution of the Newark e 


for the ſupport of the Conſtitution,” a member of the com- 


mittee called on me as a friend, and acquainted me, that 
the Aſoctation- had it in contemplation to 2nform againſt all, 
thoie who publiſhed writings of a ſeditious tendency; and 
requeſted me to take out of my ſhop window, ſeveral pub- 
lications which he. apprehended they in their w/dom, 
might deem either /ed:tzous or improper. Knowing that I had 
no publications expoſed to ſale, that were then pronoun- 
ced either libellous or ſeditious, by the laws of my country: 
and warmed at the bare ſuppoſition that I ſhould. be 
thought capable of ſelling any book of that deſcription, 
loving it to be ſo, 1 anſwered him, I believe, nearly in 
the following words : ©. That I was highly ſenſible af Roa 
Be 
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mark of his friendſhip, and conceived myſelf'much* oblige 
ed to him for taking the trouble to inform me of the inten- 
tion of the Aſociation, previous to their putting it int 
execution; but, at the ſame time; I begged leave to ſay, 
that as the publications to which he alluded had not vet 
been legally pronounced Libels by a Jury of my Fellow 
Citizens, or even noticed as ſuch by the Ar TOR EY 
GENERAL in London, where they were originally and: 
avowedly publiſhed; I could not, nor would not conſent 
to take them out of the window, or prevent their being 
publicly ſold in my ſhop, to gratify the ty rannic wiſhes 
of a ſet of men who certainly had no legal authority to 
interfere in the buſineſs. To comply with the requiſiti. 
ons of the Aſſociation in this, or in any other inſtance, 
Where the obnoxious writings were not ſpecifically men- 
tioned, would he to ſtrike at the very root of my buſineſs; 
for how was I to aſcertain what were, and what were not. 
Libels, previous to their being ſo found by the verdi& of 
2 Jury? What was I to ſell, or what was ] to refuſe ſell - 
ing? Where was I to draw the lin: ? I obſerved, that far 
from being the w:/ful, ſeditious, diJaffefted perſon the Aſſo- 
ciation wiſhed to have the public believe, and which they 
affected to believe themſelves; I refuſed to ſell S, parts 
of MR. PAINE's Rights of Man, tho' the verdict then 
only applied to the ſecond, as ſoon as I knew it to be ad- 
judged a Libel. Did this conduct wear the appearance of 
di ſaſfection? With reſpett to the unwarrantable ſuſpicions 
of my principles and views, implied in this intended in- 
terference of the Aſſociation, they merited no other re- 
futation, than indignant contempt.— After ſome obſerva- 
tions on the prejudicial and deſpotic tendency, of the in- 
terference of the Aſſociation in the ſale of. political 
pamphlets, and in the internal regulation of my buſineſs; 
J concluded by declaring, that, from ſeveral private cir- 
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tumſtanceg, I was well convinced it was not a love of pub. 
lic juſtice that aftuated the Aſſociation in their proceed, 
ings againſt me, but a diabolical ſpirit of party revenge,“ 

and a deſire to wound thro' me the cal Liberty of the 
Preſs, that induced them to take the preſent ſteps; but 
I aſſured, him in the accompliſhment of theſe objects they 
would eventually find themſelves miſtaken and diſappointed, 
as I was determined not to ſwerve from my duty as a man 
anda Printer, thro' the apprehenſion of any perſonal dan- 
ger, nor was I to be intimidated by the pitiful threats of 
aſſociated placemen and penfioners.—The: Freedom of the 
Prefs. was attacked, and I felt it my duty as well as my 
inclination, as a PRINTER, to defend and ſupport it, as 
far as my individual + exertions could extend, In thoſe 


times of falſe alarm, and pretended danger, it became every 


true friend to his country to be at his poſt, Thes I con- 


ceived to be mine, and here they would ever find me.” 
Here this. gentleman left me, but not without firſt acqui- 
eſcing in the propriety of my remarks, aud expreſſing his 
approbation of my conduct. I have been thus particular 


The public will ſcarcely believe, that nothing leſs than my total ruin 
was the avowed object of my enemies. The fat is notorious in Newark: 
and this object of the various proſecutions commenced againſt me, has 
been openly and vabluſhingly avowed by ſome men, in ſeveral private 
and public companies.—I mean not to charge eyery member of the Allo. 
ciation with this infamous intention This charge would be both falſe 
and unjuſt, as ſeveral gentlemen, tho' their names then ſtood in the lift, 
not only declined all participation in my proſecutions, but alſo expreſſed 
their decided diſapprobation of the meaſure, My ſtrictures, of courſe, 
apply not to them. —Thoſe whom the cap fits, may wear it. | 


t © Every good man owes it to his eonntry,.and to his own charafter, 
to lift his voice agoiaſt a ruinous war, an unequal tax, or an edid of per- 
ſecution: and to oppoſe them, temperately, but firmly, by all the means 
in his power; and indeed this is the only way reformation can ever be 

brovght about, er that government can enjoy the adyar tage of general opi- 
nion.“ Sins of the Government, Sins of the Nation, page g6, 37. gd Edit. 
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in relating the an of this interview, as the fuk. 
ſequent proceedings of the Aſſociation were enn 
regulated by it. 


From the moment this gentleman left me, I foreſaw 
what would happen; and expected, as a matter of courſe, 
an application from the. Aſſociation to the ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, to file an Information againſt me, for my 
outrageous and ſeditious, conduct. This gentleman's re- 
port to the Aſſociation I knew would be juſt, and I alſo 
knew that report would only exaſperate men embarked 
in ſuch a worthleſs cauſe, as becoming ſpies. over the pro- 
feſſional conduct of thoſe who were perhaps more diſinte- 
reſted, or more patriotic, than themſelves, I therefore 
expected the further attention of this augnſt, infallible 
body, of theſe ſe!/-created guardians, and elucidators of the 
Conſtitution. Accordingly, a few days after, I received 
a copy of the following reſolutions, addreſſed to me by à 
ſhort letter from their ſapient Secretary, an Attorney /* 


* It 13 perhaps worthy of retnark, that at the head of all theſe Place and 
Penſion Clubs, we uſually find a ſew difintereſted Attornies! The reaſon is 
obvious. Were a Reform in Parliament to take place, a ſimplificatio.. of 
the Laws, among other beneficial things, would be the conſequence. If 
the Laws were made more intelligible, leſs expenſive, or brought into 3 
parrower compaſs, Attornies, of courſe would be leſs neceſſary, and a 
very great reduction in the number of thoſe Locuſts would be the imme- 
diate conſequence.—This being the caſe, there is no wonder tha. Attornies 


- with other ſuch like diſintereſted characters, aſſociating to, ſupport that, 
which is productive of ſuch innumerable bleſſings, to themſelves. Men 


who are thus ſituated, and who have ſo much at ſtake, need no other in» 
cent ive to hunt dawn the man who profeſſes himſelf a friend 10 juitice and 
reformation. In caſting my eye upon the liſt of theſe worthies, I behold 
(without much aſtoniſhment, I muſt confeſs) thoſe who are eager to pay 
their devotion to the powers that de, that they may obtain for themſelves, 
or their relatives, ſome of the good things of this world.” —Here is the 
rcaion why they are ſtepping officiouſly and malignantly forward. on eve, 
ry occaſion to ſhew their hoſtility to a Retorm of Parliament, and tothe 
men who endeavour to accompliſh it, h 
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2 * 2a numerous meeting of the abe of the Misik Anzoct. 
„ Arion, held at the Town * on —— PIE nn 
40 1792, ; | | G 

At was refolved unanimouſ , - Dt . # 
4% That this Committee will, in purſuande of the ſevond reſathcbodine 


40 the General Meet ng, take every meaſure the law impowers them NA Pur. 
« ni ſh the Authors, Publiſhers, and Diſtribaters of all ſeditious  wricingy. 


% That a number of copies of the Extrafts from Judge Blackftone's 
* Commehtaries, and other Writers on the ſubject of Treafon, be printed 
and diſperſed in this Town and Neighbourhood; and that a Reward of 
FIVE 'GUINEAS + be offered to any perſon who will difcover the Au- 
66 thor of any ;Treaſonable Writing or Conduct, to * by this: Aſſo- 


« ciation on convidtion of the offender," 


4 þ4 


Theſe &rbritrary , fooliſh, alien and <a re- 
folutions were calculated, not ſurely for the unambiguous, 
unequivocal, regulation of the conduct of the Bookſellers, 
in retailing their wares to the public. No identical pub- 
lication whatever was mentioned; nothing particular, 
nothing ſpecific, nothing clear was aſcertained. The 
Bookſeller, left to explore his way through that intricate 
labyrinth, the“ g/ortous uncertainty of the law, was placed 
in a ſituation, where the greateſt abilities, the moſt vigor 
ous underſtanding, and the moſt profound knowledge of 
the laws, would be of no avail, What was thought zx9- 
cent in one place, might, as the malice and conceptions of 


perhaps it may not be altogether unentertaining to inform̃ the Reader, 
that theſe loyal men raiſed a ſmall Fund for the laudable purpoſe of perſes 
cuting their neighbours. Unfortunately this money was lodged inthe bands 
of a perſon who ſoon afterwards became a Lankrupt, a circumſtance which 
it is much feared will totally check that career of Loyalty which commenc- 
ed ſo gloriouſly, They muſt now be content to purſue ſmaller game than 
ſeditious, audacious, impertinent PxtxTERs, who impudently perſiſt ig 
avov ing their attachment to rhe wicked Cauſe of Reformation, iu dehante 
of penfioned Aſſociations, whoſe ill- concealed alarm furniſh them with per» 
petual ſubjects of ridicule and laughter. In future all þ1 ofecutions, under 
taken by this body of political ſpies, mult be at the rate of a DI VIDA 
of fo much in the Pound! !! e 
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the Aſſociators prevailed, be deemed “ a fal fs, ſcandalaus, 
and ſeditious Libel,” in another. This has really been the 
caſe. Had theſe ſapient expounders of the laws, (for they 
profeſs 10 under ſtand the Conſtitution better than their 
neighbours) thought fit to inform me what particular 
books they intended to deſignate by the vague, unmean- 
ing term. /editzous,” I might perhaps, have been more 
guarded and circumſpeR in my conduct, had Þ been in the 
leaſt inclined to follow their impertinent ſuggeſtions. 
But here J was as much in the dark as ever. I had no 
guide, no rule to go by. Except, indeed, they compli. 


mented me ſo far, as to ſuppoſe that my abilities were 
Lully adequate to determine that profound and myſterious 


point; that point which it was recently declared in the 
Houſe of Lords, JuDGts * alone were capable of deci- 
ding; viz. what 16, and what ig not a Libel Did theſe 
enlightened Aſſociators imagine that I was ſo peculiarly 
favored by nature and education, as to poſſeſs all thoſe 
qualities of the mind, which ſo rarely meet toget her in 
one perſon ; thoſe qualities which conſtitute a ſound Law. 
Fer, an enlightened Politician, and a liberal Critic ? Or 
rather in the plenitude of their zeal to promote my pecu. 
-ntary intereſt, did they not.intend me to have kept a BAR- 
-RISTER in my houſe, whoſe advice and opinions J might 
always have had at a very trifling expence But I beg their 


pardon for doing them ſo niuch injuſtice. I know them 


better, than to ſuppoſe for a moment, that any other 
than premeditated ambiguity was their object. Their 
* Reſolutions” were ſtudioufly and intentionally involv- 
ed in obſcurity, otherwiſe they would have been more in- 


telligible and leſs equivocal, —Had their object been pre- 


* See Debate on the Libel Bill-8vo. Printed for Johnſon, a 
Tord Stanhope's Rights bf Jurics,—8vo. 
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vention, inſtead of wilful perplexity ; they would undoubt- 
edly have grznicd me a licence, under their fign manual, ſor 
the ſale of ſome political productions, and have placed the 
following inſcription over my door: PoLtiTIicAL” 
PAMPHLETS, OF THE RIGHT SORT, $0LD HERE. 
BY AUTHORITY OF THE\\NEWARK A$SSOCLATION.? 
Had this ſtep been taken, and in neighbourly kindneſs to 
me, it ought to have be&gytakeh ; my proſecutions. would. 
have never ſeen the light, or diſgraced. the country; and. 
the * Swinzſh multitude” would have been ſucceſsfully pre- - 
vented from wallowing in the mire of pen reformatis . 


on {—To9 be ſerious; 


Setting aſide the tyranny andillegality of this arrogant in. 
terference of one tradeſman in the buſineſs of another, letus 
my fellow Citizens, trace the probable conſequences which 
would have reſulted to myſelf, had I ſubmittedto the arbitra- 
ry and deſpotic mandates of the Aſſociation. I received 
from my bookſeller in London, a parcel of books and pamph- 
lets, of all deſcriptions, for my cuſtomers in the Country- 
All theſe different publications, prior to their being ſent 
to me, have been, perhaps, publicly advertiſed in all the 
London newſpapers, recommended by all the reviews, and 
ſold by almoſt all the Bookſellers m the nation. But 
before I could uſe the common privilege of ending them 
home to their reſpective owners, or expoſe them in my 
ſhop window for ſale, it ſeems neceſſary that the Aſſocia- 
tion's approbation of their contents ſhould be previouſly 
gained ;==that their aſſociated wi/dom ſhould pronounce 
them to be Libels or not; and, if after a minute and rigid 
ſcrutiny, they were ** to be of the right hort, then 
they, as a body of political Exciſemen, ſhould grant me a 
permit for their ſale | Behold the 1inavoidable conſe 
quences of ſuch proccedings,—nine out of ten of my cul, 
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tomers wduſd be diſappointed and diſſatisfied; my ſhop de- 


ſerted my buſineſs ruined; —and the ſe enlightened gen- 
tlemen nd more troubled with the grating patriotiſm of the 
Painter ofithe NX WwARK HX AL D. Here, without vio- 
lating tlie rules of chriſtian charity, without doing the leaſt 
injuſtice to their principles; their views, and their endea-' 
vburs, is the preciſe point at which they wiſh' to arrive. It 
is not for the ſupport of the Conſtitution that they are aſſo- 
cated ; it ĩs not to guard the rights of the people, and coun- 
teract the ® ſpecious pretences'of republicans and levellers, 
that they Rave united themſelves together ;—no zit is to 
aid the expiring cauſe of corruption; to” impede the pro- 
greſs of free i inquiry ;.to retard the advancement of poli- 
tical Knowledge to deſtroy the Liberty of the Preſs in 
their neig hbourhood ; and to vilify the character, and 
ruin dhe e of the e256! obnoxious Printer of the | 


$$ F© x 7 


but alas ! their te have Müde been Weg. | 
They have done me the honor to hold me up to an indig- 
nant people, a as a perſecuted and fingular object of miniſte- 
rial Vengeance, it is true; but my principles and my ſen- 
timents are Kin the ſame ; my" Feaſon f is Kill uiconviriced's 3 
my Nxwspapzx, (for chat is the real objecl at which al 
155 artillery of perſecution has been directed, ) is till vigo- 
rouſly alive; my buſineſs, thro' the kindneſs of the public, 
fill ourithes ; ; and I have the pleaſing ſatisfaction of in- 
forming theſe worthy gentlemen, that their favorite object, 
my ruin, is ſtill as far off as ever. 


Nothing can be more odious and tyrannical, or more 
deſetving of public reprehenſion, tlian the officious inter- 
ference of one tradefman in the buſineſs of another; and 
yet, wherever the loyal attention of all theſe place and 
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ſenſion clubs has been directed, it has ene ie Alt 
the numerous Aſſociations have been compoſed, for the 
moſt part, of intereſted men, and weak, ignorant, tame«ferving, 


dependent tradeſmen What would ſome of the ſe politi- 


cians have ſaid, or done, had I. been impudent or fooliſh 
enough to have addreſſed a letter to them, in he form of 
reſolutions, commanding them as tallgw-chandlers, not. to 
ſell candles ;—as grocers, not to ſell ſugar and plumbs j== 
as ropers, not to ſell alters as apocllecarios, not to tam 
fer with their patients or as attarnies, not to fleece the 
pockets of their clients. I ſuppoſe they woulu have treated 
ſuch letter with deſerved contempt and indignatian, eſpe- 
cially the laſt mentioned elaſs of alarmiſis. And yet, be- 
hold, aſſociated Ropers, Crocers, Sec. Sc. have had the 
modeſt aſſurance to interfere iQ the internal management of 
my buſineſs, and have exerted themſelves to prevent me 


ſubſiſting by my own Profeſſion 1 * This was, a bold a | 


and ſtruck like men! Not one pound; no; not even on 
poor half ounce of ſedition would theſe loyal men permit 
to be caſt into the trough of the © ſwinzſh multitude!” To 


| fee /uch men, ſo engage. is moſt truly 10 —— rid 
culous: 


«Let thoſe laugh now who, never laugh'd before. 3 | 
And thoſe ho always laugh'd, n now laugh the , more.” 


Acting in the well aſſumed and ridiculous capacity, of 
literary puryeyors, for the public; it is not. diſſi cult to fore- 
ſee, from the books the Aſſociation have already recom- 
mended to the ſerious peruſal of their fellow citizens, 
what publications I ſhould have been permitted to ſell. 
The ſwiniſh multitude” unqueſtionably would have 
made a moſt rapid progreſs in the ſcience of legiſlation, 
by carefully ſtudying thoſe works w hich came ſanctioned 
by the weight of ſuch a body, poſſeſſing ſuch aſtoniſhing 
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political knowledge and ſuch tranſcendant abilities! By 
reading thoſe truly excellent productions on the ſcience 
of Government; entitled A few plain Queſtions :“ 
„ Thomas Bull to lis Brother ohn: © Two-pennyworth of 
Truth for a penny: Sc. Sc. Sc. the minds of the low- 
er claſſes would have been moſt ſurpriſingly enlightened, 
perhaps to ſuch a ſuperlative degree, that, in their laudable 
zeal for Church and King, they would have deemed it 
highly meritorious to cut the throats + of their unfortunate 
neighbours who had the audacity to differ from them either 
in religion or politics! 


Had the Aſſociation been influenced by a love of public 
Juſtice alone, independent of all party and all perſonal con- 
Jiderations ; their end would have been more generally, 
more effectually, and more juſtly anſwered, had they ap- 
plied for a proſecution againſt the author or the premary 
Subliſher of the © Adareſs to the Adareſſers.” A verditt ob- 


tained againſt either, would have completely prevented all 


. * Pamphlets printed and diſperſed by the different Aſſociations. —In 
one of theſe loyal productions it is aſſerted, that it ſignifies little by whom 
or by what means Parliaments are cholen!!! As I write this in Priſon, 
at a diſtance from my books, I cannot preciſely point out the name of 
the pamphlet which contains this libellous, unconſtitutional aſſertion ; but, 

if my memory ſerves me aright, the reader will find it, in © 4 few plain 
| Queſlions,” with à multitude of political doctrines of the ſame kind. 


+ In one of the above mentioned pamphlets this abominable, deteſtable 
doctrine was really inculcated !—In the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, a mo- 
tion was made to proſecute the authors, &c.——Sece Parliamentary debates. 
Erne manifeſt tendency of this conſtitutional pamphlet, was to excite the 
people to re- act the Birmingham Tragedy, and exterminate the Diſſent ers ! 
It unluckily did not ſucceed ! llt is ſomething remarkable, that at the very 
time I am glancing at the paſt conduct of theſe ** Holy men of Birmingham ;'* 
theſe ©* Friends and Fellow Churchmen,“ are actually rioting afreſh, and 
now anxiouſly endeavouring to deſtroy the property of each other |-55e 


Morning Chronicle, October 25, 179J- 
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Further ſale of the work. This was the caſe with the ver- 
dict obtained againſt the R:ghts of Man,” The fale was 
immediately ſtopped, There would have been no neceſſity 
for proſecuting Bookſellers in the country, had this ſtep 
been taken with the Addreſs to the Addrefſers.” Neither 
was there any juſtice in the proſecutions commenced againſt 
the country Bookſellers, as the pamphlet had not then 
been legally pronounced a Libel, conſequently they could 
not be guilty in ſelling a publication that was not then 
deemed criminal !—Surely in the eye of common ſenſe 
and common juſtice, this ought to have been done. 
But this impartial, manly, and liberal mode of procedure 
was not the intereſt, or conſiſtent with the private objects 
of the Aſſociation to adopt. Leaving the care of the 
metropolis to their worthy and diſintergſted * coadjutor, 
Ma. CHAIRMAN REEVES, it was their duty to watch the 
growth of provincial ſedition, to nip in the bud the firſt ap- 
pearance of anarchy and confuſion, and ſtrangle in their birth 
the well-founded complaints of th winiſh multitude.” 
Jo accompliſh objects like theſe, and with a view to ex- 
terminate at one blow all means of future alarm and refor- 
mation; and ſilence that /editious organ of popular delu- 
ſion, the NEwARK HERALD, they fixed their choice on 
me to be the devoted victim on {their altar of deſpotiſm, 
as aſacrifice to conciliate the affeftions of thoſe beneficent 
men, from whoſe kindly influence they expected to receive 
ſome of the © good things of this world,” Eager to cruſh 
their obnoxiousantagoniſt, and deſirous to prove themſelves 
worthy of their patrons, no time was loſt in procuring an 
Information againſt me, Accordingly I was ſoon honored 
with the notice of the Attorney General, ex icio, for 
publiſhing PAIN Es Addreſs to the Addreſſers,” be fore it 


* This loyal Gentleman only enjoys Places and Peaſions under Coverge 
Went to the trilling amount of ſon; thouſand pounds, per Annum 11! 
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had been pronounced a Libel in London, or even the 
Author or primary publiſher proſecuted for it 11 


When I firſt received notice of the information being 
filed againſt me for this offence, I could ſcarcely perſuade 
myſelf that a ſerious proſecution was intended, as I certain- 
1y could not look upon that as a crime, which almoſt every 
Bookſeller in the nation was then in the daily and hourly 
habit of doing in the way of buſineſs, and which had not 
then been declared in the leaſt illegal. Every man of 
common ſenſe would have drawn the ſame concluſion, 
but 1 now know that the dictates of common ſenſe, and 
the verdicts of Jurymen, are ſometimes two very different 
things. I had always ſuppoſed, that any publication which 
was deemed innocent in London, could not poſlibly be 
found criminal in the country. It ſeems I have been 
miſtaken. The different latitudes of places I find, makes 
a wonderful difference in the nature of Libels and ſedition, 
'Yet, notwithſtanding all this latitudinal logic, 1 cannot 
forbear thinking, that to travel one hundred and twenty- 
four miles from London, to puniſh a Bookſeller in the 
country, for ſelling what was then ſold in London with 
impunity, in the face of day, and under the noſe of the 
Attorney General; is a very new, and a very ſingular 
method of enforcing the laws; of * adminiſtring equal 
Juſtice to the pooreſt and the proudeſt,” and of giving 
ſupport to our moſt excellent Conſtitution ! 


This work of proſecution would have had more the 
appearance of juſtice and impartiality, had every Bookſel- 
ler been proſecuted who had ſold the popular but obnox- 
ious writings of THOMAs PAINE. Had this been the 
caſe, I imagine not fifty would have eſcaped, as it is well 
known to every man in the trade, they were univerſally 
ſold, in a greater or leſs degree, by every Bookſeller in 
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the nation. Why they were not all proſecuted; is not 
for me to ſay. Want of evidence could not poſſibly be 
the occaſion of it, as the Attorney General declared in 
the Houſe of Commons, ſeveral months ago, that he had 
then filed two hundred informations, and behold OI 2 
dozen have yet been brought to trial!!! 


The 3 have frequently told us, my Fellow 
Tawnſmen, that they are the friends of Juſtice, and the 
ſupporters of religion. I will relate the following anec- 
dote, and then leave you to form your opinions of the 
furity of their religious and political principles. — The 
ſame day on which I fold the“ Addreſs to the Addreſſers,”” 
a Clergyman, a member of the Aſſociation, and eager of 
promotion no doubt, came into my ſhop, and expreſſed 
a ſtrong wiſh to purchaſe atcopy of the * Rights of Man.“ 
though the book had then been adjudged a Libel. This 
wes told him, and alſo that it was not to be ſold. Not- 
withſtanding this, his defire to procure it was ſo urgent, 
that he offered any ſum of money to obtain it! but the 
book was not to be fold, —Had he obtained the book, I 
am perſuaded, from ſeveral concurring circumſlances, he 
would immediately have informed againſt me tor gra- 
tifying his wiſhes Was the conduct of this reverend 
gentleman, this friend io Church and King, conſiſtent with 
ins declaration as an aſſociator, that he would“ do all in 
his power to diſcountenance and prevent the ſale of ſeditious 
publications“? Or was it conſiſtent with his principles, 
as a Clergyman, “ to tempt men to do evil? Was it a meek. 
and brotherly ſpirit that induced him to endeayour to en- 
inare me, that he might have had an opportunity, if poſſi- 
ble, of accompliſhing my ruin? Was this the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel?—No ! It was the ſpirit of es, of pluralities, of 
meanneſs, wickedneſs, and malice, It was “ atroubled ſpiru that 
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prevailed not.” Did he judge of my principles by his 
own, in ſuppoſing that a br:be would tempt me to aft 11s 
legally? Certainly he could not wiſh me to do an att; 
which he would be aſhamed to commit himſelf. The 
conſequence of this well intended application, was a com- 
pliment to my integtity, and perhaps a bar to this reverend 
Aſſociator's immediate preferment. Had he been ſucceſs. 
ful, who knows but he might liave been rewarded with a 
Deanery or a Biſhoprick f 


At the ſame time that J received notice of an In- 
formation being filed againſt me for ſelling the? Addreſs 
to the Addreſſers,“ I alſo received notice of another In- 
formation being filed againſt me, for reprinting An Ad- 
dreſs to the Inhabitants of Leeds, Sheffield, Birmingham, 
Mancheſter, and other unrepreſented Towns, on a Parlia- 
mentary Reform,” which was firſt printed in. the year 
1782. As this caſe is of the greateſt magnitude and im- 
portance to Printers, and the public in general z-as it is 
likely to operate, if followed up, as a total annihilation 
of the Liberty of the Preſs; and as it has been attended 
with circumſtances ſo peculiarly oppreſſive to me, I beg 
your indulgence, whilſt I relate the particulars of this 
\ ſingular proſecution, pretty much at large. 


In the year 1782, meetings were held and Societies 
formed in moſt of the © Counties and Cities,” inſthe King- 
dom, for the expreſs and avowed purpoſe of obtaining a 
„Parliamentary Reformation.“ From theſe ſeveral Soci- 
eties delegates were appointed, Who aſſembled in London, 
at the Thatched Houſe Tavern.“ The Delegates thus aſ- 
ſembled conſiſted of moſt of the firſt characters of the ages 


Thatched Houſe Tavern, May 16, 1783. 
® AT anumerous and reſpectable Meeting of Members of Parliament; 
Hicadly to a Conſtitutional Reformation, and of Members of ſeyerat 
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To promote the objects of the different ſocieties, ſever- 
. al pamphlets and papers were written and diſtributed 
amongſt the people, and alſo advertiſed in the public 
prints of the day. Amongſt the reſt of theſe productions. 
was the paper for which. I have been proſecuted, and 
which was advertiſed at the time of its firſt publication 
inall the newſpapers, Before theſe, papers were given ta, 


Committees of Counties and Cities, 


PRESENT, 
The Duke of Richmond, The Hon. William Pitt, . 
Lord Surry, The Rev. Mr. Myvill, 
Lord Mahon, Major Cartwright, 
The Lord Mayor, Mr. John Horne Tooke, 
Sir Watkin Lewes, + Mr. Alderman Wilkes, 
Mr. Dunconbe, Doctor Febb, 
Sir C. Wray, Mr. Churchill, 
Mr, B. Hollis, Mr. Froſt. 
Mr. Withers, Sc. Sc. Sc, 


« Reſolved unanimouſly, 

„That the Motion of the Hon, Wittian Pirr, on the 7th inſlant. 
for the appointment of a Committee of the Houſe of Commons to enquire , 
in:o the ſtate of the Repreſentation of the People of Great Britain, and to 
report the ſame to the Houſe, and alſo. what ſteps it might be neceſſary to 
take, having been defeated by a motion for the order of the day, it is be- 
eome indiſpenſibly neceſſary that application ſhould be made to Parlia- 
ment by petitions from the collective body of the people, in their reſpec _ 
tive diſtricts requeſting a ſubſtantial reformation of the Commons Houſe , 
ef Parliament. 


* Reſolved unanimouſly, 
© That this Meeting, conſidering that a general application by the collec 
tive body of the people to the Houſe of Commong cannot be made before 
the cloſe of the preſent Seſſion, is of opinion that the ſenſe of the people 
ſhould be taken at ſuch time as may be convenient during this Summer, in order 
to lay their ſever al Petit ions before Parliament early in the next Sefton, when, 
their propoſals for a Parliamentary Reformation without which neither the 
Liberty of the Nation can be preſerved, nor the permanence of a w/e and v1 7 
tuous Aaminiſtration can be ſecure) may receive that ample and matured? le, 
los, which ſo momentous @ queſtion demands.” 


n. 
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the public, I believe they were uniformly examined ang 
approved by the Committee, which then conſiſted of the, 
following perſons : 


Duke of Richmond. Mr. ], Horne Tooke. 
Lord Surrey, ( now. Hon. William Pitt 


Duke. of Norfolk ) Rev. Mr. Wyvill. 

Lord Mahon (now. Major Cartwright, 

Earl Stanhope) Mr, Ald. Wilkes. 
Sir Cecil Wray. Mr. Froſt, &c. &c. &c. 


You will pleaſe to recollect, that laſt year (1792) ſimi. 


lar Societies, for ſimilar purpoſes were formed in various 


parts of England. Several of theſe Societies had prin- 
ted, "without the leaſt alteration, the paper in queſtion, It 
had alſo found its way into _ valuable, and ſpirited 
publication, the“ PATRIOT.“ In the month of Decem- 
ber 1792, the NOTTINGHAM POLITICAL SOQIETY, 

(who had previouſly done me the honor to appoint me 
their Printer) ſent me an order to print an impreſſion from, 
the copy then ſent, and. which copy had been very re- 
cently reprinted by the Political Society -at Sheffield. 
When this paper firſt came into my hands for the above 
purpoſe, I did not heſitate a moment in-committing it to, 


the prels, knowing it to have originally come from the 


Society at the Thatched Houle Tavern, in the year 1782, 
of which Mr. P1TT, the preſent prime miniſter of England, 
the Duke of Richmond, now Maſter General of the Ord. 
nance, &c, &c. were members; under the ſanction of ſuch 
high and reſpectable nithprity, 7 then ſuppoſed, it would 
have been downright madneſs in me to have refuſed to, 
print it, or even to have entertained a momentary doubt 
upon the ſafety of the meaſure. Iam. perſuaded there is 


dot a Printer in England who would not have done the 


lame, But I nowknow that what was right and innocent, 


IrHABITANTS OF NEWAKK:. 19 


way even highly laudable in the year 1782, may not be 
equally ſo ten years afterwards, In fact, I am at this very 
inſlant experiencing an impriſonment of: TWO YL ARS, 
for printing a LIBEL which originally) came out under 
the ſanction, and with the public approbation | of 
Mr. Pirr. That this unfortunate paper, after ranging 
thro? the nation in à variety of forms, for TEN YEARS; 
with impunity ; after having been reprinted by the Poli- 
tical Society at Sheffield, again in the © PATRIOT,“ and 
by various other Societies, ſhould at laſt be prolociaed 
as a Libel, iſſuing from my preſs, in the year 1792, is an 
inſtance ſo ſingularly oppreſſive, as not eaſily to be paral- 
leled in the whole hiſtory of political perſecution. 


In the month of July laſt; the Aſſizes were held at 
Nottingham, where, as 4 matter of courſe, my two proſe- 
cutions came on for trial, and, as another matter of courſe 
too, before a Special Fury * The information for ſelling 


* As the nature of forming Sr EGAL JurIEs is not generally under- 
Noo, at leaſt in the Country, I ſhall make no apology for introducing 
the following curious and intereſting account of the manner in which they 
are ſeleRed, to the notice of my readers.—lt is taken from the trial of 
Joux Hox nt Tookx, Eſq. for a Libel, in the year 1777. 

The ſpecial Jury, ſays Mr. Tooxx, you may imagine are taken indife 
ferently, and, as it may happen, from a book containing all the names 
of thoſe who are liable to ſerve ; I thought ſo when I read the AQ of Par- 
liament appointing the manner in which they ſhould be taken : But when 
I came to atteud to ſtrike the ſpecial Jury, a book with names was pro- 
&uced by the Sherift's Officer; I made what I thought an unexception- 
able propoſal. I deſired the Maſter of the Crown Office, ( whom I do 
entirely acquit, and do not mean the ſlighteſt charge upen) I deſired the 
Maſter of the Crown Office, that he would be pleaſed to iake that book, 
open it where he would, begin where he would, at the top or at the bot- 
tom, and only take the firſt forty-eight names that came. I ſaid I hoped 
that to ſuch a propoſal the Solicitor of the T:iraſury could have nothing 
to object, I was miſtaken, he had ſomething to object; he thowght that 

2 2 
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the © Addreſs to the Addreſſers® was firſt tried. In the 
courſe of this trial, it inconteſtibly appeared, that this 


vot a fair way, (turning round to the Attorney General) there were Wit- 
neſſes enough preſent, and I ſhould ſurely be aſhamea to miſrepreſent 
what eight or nine people were preſent at ; ; he thought | that not a fair way: 
he thought and propoſed as the faireſt way, that two ſhould be taken out 
of every leaf; that I objeRed to, I called that picking and not ſtrik ing the 
Jury. To what end or purpoſe does the law permit the parties to attend, 
if two are to be taken by the Maſter of the Crown Office out of every leaf ? 
Why then need I attend ? two may as well be picked in my abſence, as in 
my preſence ; I objected to that method; the Maſter of the Crown Office 
did not ſeem to think that I had propoſed any thing unreaſonable : he 
4 began to take the names, but objected that he dould not take the firſt for- 
ty-eight that came becauſe they were not all Special Jury-men ; and that 
he names of common and ſpecial Jury-men were mixed together ; and 
that it would be a bard caſe that the party ſhould pay the expence of a 
Special Jury, and not have one; that they were expected to be perſons of 
a ſuperior rank to common Jury-men : I could have no objection to that, 
provided they were indifferently taken. I ſaid, take then the firſt forty- 
eight Special Jury-men that come ; he ſeemed to me that he meant to do 
it; he began, but as I looked over the book, I deſired him to inform me 
how I ſhould know whether he did take the firſt forty-eight Special Ju- 
ry- men that came, or not; and what mark, or deſcription, or qualifica- 
tion there was in the book, to diſtinguiſh a ſpecial from a common Jury- 
man ? he told me, to my great ſurpriſe ( and he ſaid, he ſuppoſed I ſhould 
wonder at it) that there was no rule by which he took them, Why then 
how can I judge ? yon muſt go by ſome method, what is your method ? 
At laſt the method was this, that when he came to a man, a Woollen-Dra- 
per, a Silret Smith, a Merchant (if Merchant was oppoſite to his name 
of courſe he was a ſpecial Jury-man, ) but a Woollen-Dra per, a Silver- 
Smith, &t, he ſaid that they were perſons who were working Men of 
- thoſe Trades, aud there were others in a ſituation of life fit to be taken. 
How then did he diſtinguiſh ? no otherwiſe than this: If he perſonally 
knew them to be men in reputable circumſtances, he ſaid he took them 
if he did not know them he paſſed them by, Now Gentlemen, What 
follows from this ? 


But this is not all. The Sheriff's Officer ftands by, the Solicitor of the 
Treaſury, his Clerk, and 1o forth, and whilſt the names are taken, if # 
name (for they know their diſlinction) if a name which they do not like, 
occurs and turns up, the Sheriffs Officer ſays, „O, Sir, he is dead.“ The 
Defendant, who docs not know all the world, and cannot know all the 
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pamphlet was publiſhed by me long before it was proved 
to be a Libel in any court of judicature; and ſod merely 


a dead man for his Jury-man, Sit 
that man has retired,” „That mad does not any longer live where he 
did.“ „ Sir, that man is too old.“ Sir this man has failed and be- 
come a Bankrupt. '—* Sir, this m will not attend.” O ( it is ſaid 
very reaſonably Let us have mien that will attend, otherwiſe the pur- 
poſes of a Special Jury is defeated.” It ſeemed very extraordinary to 
me, I wrote down the n- mes, and two of them which the officer obje&ed 
to, I ſaved. © I begged them not to kill men thus without remorſe, as 
they have done in America, merely becaufe he underſtood them to 
pe friends to Liberty, that it is very true, we ſhall ſee them alive again 
next week, aud happy, but let them be alive to this cauſe,” The firſt 
name I took notice of was Mr. Salus BURY, a Tobacconiſt on Ludgate 
Hill. The Sheriffs Officer ſaid, he had been dead ſeven months; that 
truck me, I am a {nuff taker, and buy my ſnuff at his ſhop, therefore I 
knew Mr. Sainſbuty was not ſo long defd : I aſked him ſtrictly, if he wat 
ſure Mr, Sa inbury was dead, and how long he had been dead. Six or 
ſeven months.“ Why I read his name to day, he muſt then be dead 
within a day or two. For I ſaw in the Newſpapers that Mr. Sainſbury 
Was appointed by the city of London, one of the Committee,“ (it happen- 
ed to be the very ſame day) © to receive the toll of the Thames Naviga, 
tion.” and as the City of London does not often appoint dead men for th: 
purpoſes, concluded that the Sheriff's Officer was miſtaken, and Mr. 
Sainſbury was permitted to be put down amongſt you, Gentlen en, ap” 
pointed for this ſpecial Jury. 


hames in that book, does not defire 


Another Gentleman was Mr. Teak, the book ſaid he lived, 1 think, 
in Puddle Dock, the Sheriff's Officer ſaid“ that Gentleman was retired, 
he was gone intothe country, he did not live in town.” It is true, be 
does (I am told) frequently go into the countiy, (for I enquired ) His 
name was likewiſe admitted with ſome ſtruggle. Now what followed ? 
This dead man, and this retired man were both ſtruck out by the Solicitor 
ef the Treaſury, the very men whom the Sheriff's Officer had killed and 
ſent into the country were {truck out, and not admitted to be of the Jury. 
Now Gentlemen, what does that look like? There were many other 
eames of Men that were dead and had retired, which were left out. 


There is ſomething more unfortunate in the caſe of a ſpecial Jury, The 
Special Jury-men if they fail to attend that Trial for which they are ap- 
pointed, are never cenſured, fined, nor puniſhed by the judge; in the tti- 
il of one of the printers, only four of the Special Jury attended. This is 
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in the regular routine of my buſineſs; no proof being 
brough, v any intention to circulace it in particular, more 


kind in the chief Juſtice, but it has a very unkind conſequence to the De- 
ſendent, eſpecizlly ins Trial of this nature for I vin tell you what che 
conſeqnence is.—The beſt men and the worſt meu are ſvre to attend upon 
a ſpecial Jury where the Crown is concerned ; tne beſt men from a nice 
ſenſe of their Duty ; : the worſt men from a ſenſe of their inter eſt. The 
beſt men are known by the Solicitor of the Trbaſury i ſuch an one cannat 
be in above one or two verdicts; he tries no more cauſes for the Crown, 
There is a good ſort of man, who is indecd the moſt proper to try all this 
kind of cauſes; an impartial moderate, prudent man, who meddles with no 
opinions: that man will not attend, for why ſhould he get into a ſcrape, 
He need notatiend ; he is ſure not to be cenſured, why ſhould he attend ? 
The conſequence hatin that frequently only ſour or five men attend, and 
thoſe ſuch es particularly ought not to attend in a Crown cauſe, I do not 
fay that it happens now, not tha: I care; 1 do not mean to coax you, Gere 
tlemen, I have nothing to fear, you have more to fear in the Verdi, than 
I have, becauſe your conſciences are at ſtake in the Verdict. 1 will do my 
duty aot forthe ſakeof theverdit. Now what follows this permillionts Spe- 
cial Jury- wen to attend or not, as they like beſt ? Why every man that i is 
gaping for a contract, or who has one, is ſureto ſne his eagerncſs and 2eal, 


It happened ſo in the trial of the firſt cauſe for this advertiſemcnt. The 
F;inter ſhewed me the lift, among them one of the fri I obſerved; wat 
Sir James Eſdaile, Alderman of London, and a Contractor for the Army 
| (there were ſeveral others; I do not mention the gentlemen's names) He 
1 would have ſtruck him out, I ſaid no, there are ſo many bad that onght to 
be ſtruck out, leave in Sir james; it is impoſſible that a magiſtrate of 
London! with ſo much buſineſs ! a Contracter under the Crown! if he 
has any modeſty ! he cannot, an Alderman of London ! go down to be 
Special Jury-man in Middleſex ! he was the Foreman of the Jury, He 
And ſo they got the firſt Verdict, in order to give 
% We have got a verdict, this 


* was ſure to attend. 
1 them this influence upon men's minds, 
it queſtion has been determined by a Jary,” 
| | Well, Gentlemen, having then got ſuch a ſpecial Jury as he uſually does 
get (for it ſeldom happens that twelve Gentlemen have ſenſe enough of their | 
duty to attend, as happens to be now my caſc) the Attorney General brings 
on the trial; he then claims amongt other things, a right to reply, though 
no evidence is called for the Defendant, 
But beſides this, I told you beſore, that he claims a right of topping it, 
when he pleaſes, by with-drawing a Juror, I guld be glad to bear that 
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than, other new publications of any deſcription whatever, 
One of the witneſſes (Mr. S. Hux TER“) produced on 
the part of the proſecution, proved, that in a converia- 
tion}. he had with me on the ſubjett of libellous publica. 
tions, Previous to the ſale of the pamphlet in queſtion, l 
informed him, that I lad taken out of my ſhop all ſuch of 
PaiNE's works as had en been declared Libels, and 
that I intended not to vend any more of tem; nor would 
I. on any account, ſell a Libel, knowing it to be one. —A ftw 
a trial of five hours, in which my Counſel, Meſſrs, Dar- 
RELL and CLARKE, did all that great abilities like theirs 
could do in ſuch n tuation, the Special Jury witherew, 
taking the pamphlet with them, and returned in about half 
an hour with a verdi 0!--GUILTY 1 ——The Trial for 


contradifed and given up- | 

But further, i; he loſes the Verdict, he pays no coſts; the Crown pays 
no colts. The milerable man that is harraſſed, even though innocent, 
though gaining a Verdict under all theſe di ſadvantages (if it is poſſible and 
which {c!4om happens) et {Kill he mult ſtand by his coſte, and they may 
be, you ſee, whatever they pleaſe to make them. 

Again, if the Attorney General gains a verdiſt, he puniſhes whom he 
pleaſcs, and when he pleaſes. I think there were eight convictions for this 
advertiie:i ant, yet but three have been called up to judgment, one, I 
think was let off becauſe there was a litgle falſe ſwearing in the cele, bf 
an officer u der the Crown. —(Lallow it certainly to have been 2 m. 
becauſe he is a gentleman of character) and therefore it is accounted Orb 
this one got off, but how the other Printers eſcaped, whether from iQ 
benevolence of the Attorney, General, I do nut know, | 

That is not a!l.-He aggravates the puniſhment of the p og2inkk 
whom he gets a Verdict, if he pleaſes.“ 


* It is with real pleaſure, I embrace this opportunity of returning my 
public thanks ro this Gentieman for his open, candid, and maiuly evidence 
on the trial.—I with I could ſpeak of another reſdefabl:, but 3/4/04; your 
:leman in the ſame manner. 


+ This converſation has alccady been laid before the radet in the fore 
Mer part of this pamphlet. 


— 
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reprinting and publiſhing the following“ Addreſs,” 
next came on, before another Special Jury. 


| ADDRESS 
TO THE INHABITANTS OF 
LEEDS, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANCHESTER, 
AND OTHER UNREPRESENTED TOWNS, 
ON A 
Parliamentary Reform. 


« FRIENDS AND COUN TRYMEN, 


© PERMIT me, with the affection that every man ought to bear towards 
his fellow citizens, and with the anxiety that every citizen ought to feel 
for bis country, to ſubmit to your conſideration the following reaſons, why, 
in my humble opinion, the Reform of. Parliament, now in agitation, 


| ought not to he regarded by you with indifference: ; 


* 1, Being ſubject to the legiſhtion of perſons whom other men have 
placed over you, it is evident that you are denied that which is the birth= 
right of every Engliſhman, and without which he is not a free man, viz. 
a ſhare in the making of thoſe laws which have power over your proper- 
Lies, your families, your lives, and liberties. 

« 2, Being very deeply intereſted in trade, not only at home, but in 
all parts of the world, you ought to have in parliament deputies well in- 
formed oa the ſubject ot commerce in all its branches, but more particulars 
ly acquainted with that which you in an eſpecial manner commit to their 
guardianſhip, as your immediate repreſentatives, It is not otherwiſe 
poſſible that your intereſts ſhould be properly attended to. | 


3. Should you not join the public ſpirited towns and counties whe 
ma petition for a reform in the national repreſentation, there is reaſon to 
apprehend that it will be but very imperfectly amended. And if the 
amendment fall any thing ſhort of making Parliament independent of che 


* The th, 5th, 8th, igth, and aotb, articles in this Paper, are put in 
Italics, they being the parts which were deemed-libe!lous by the Attorney 
General. The only alteration in this paper from the original copy, was 
merely the title; that for which 1 was proſecuted, being addreſſed tothe 


Inhabitants, c. of Newark.“ 
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Crown, perhaps the only difference we may find, may be; that it may 
henceforth coſt the nation more to purchaſe majorities for the Miniſter, 
than it has hitherto done; for, if corruption, inſtead of being made impoſ- 
fible, be only rendered ſomewhat more troubleſome, the additional trouble ay 
well as the additional value of votes, muſt be paid for. 


« , It is a truth known to you all, that a country which once loſes its 
liberty, muſt ſhortly loſe its trade alſo. Thus, on commercial principles 
themſelves, you are bound to contribute your ſhare towards the reform of 
Parliament, although it ſhould be attended with ſome coſt and labor. The 
fruits of your induſtry will prove to your children but a poor inheritance, 
if not accompanied with freedom. 


« 5, So long as a majority of the Houſe of Commons ſhall continue to 
be appointed by a number of borough electors, not exceeding ſeven thouſand, 
23 now isthe caſe; ſo long will bribery govern borough elections, corrup- 
tion be the charateriſtic of Parliament; and an oppreſſive taxation be the 


lot of the people. 


«Sx the preſent inequality of repreſentation and length of Parliaments be 
the cauſe of parliamentary corruption, as they undoubtedly are, we muſt remove the 
cauſes before the effet will ceaſe, 


©», H a corrupt Parllament is meant, that which, inſtead of being a ſhield 
gainſi unneceſſary taxation, is the hired inſtrument whereby the nation is pillaged; 
wi hat which, inſtead of proving a check upon the Crown, when diſpoſed to en- 
gage in unneceſſary and ruinous wars, is the bribed tool by which the nation was 
firſt gulled into an afprobation of war, and afterwards drained of its blood and 
lrexfures to carry it n: and again, uniform experience teaches us, that 
i henever Parliaments are under an undue influence from the Crown, they are 
er ready to betray the moſt ſacred rights of the people, Suffice it at preſent 
Y recal to your recollection a few inſtances only. In the reign of Henry VIII. 
Parliament enacted, that the King*s proclamation ſhould have the force of law 3 
in the reign of William III. they made a precedent for ſuſpending by flatute the 
benefit; of the habeas corpus; and it has ſince been ſeveral times practiſed: in 
ile reign of George J. by means of the Natute, vulgarly called the riot act, all the, 
conſtitutional means of giving ſupport to the civil magiſtrate were ſupplanted 
ir favor of the practice of calling out the Nanding army. That government 
rohich cannot preſerve its authority without ſuch an inſtrument, deſerves not the 
name of government ; and that country, in which it is an ordinary practice te 
Support the execution of its laws by a flanding army, is not a free country. 
But the deadlieſt wounds that freedom ever received from Parliament, were thoſe 
which Hate been given it by the disfranchiling ſtatute of Henry VI. the tri- 
ennial att of William III. and the ſeptennial act of George 1. for by the 


E 
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joint operation of thoſe three ſtatutes, the very foundations of the conflitution aye 
removed. Thoſe ſtatutes not only defraud the nation of fix parts in ſeven, both 


of its election and its r Lepreſentation, but they have Necknally vitiated the remaix- 
ing ſeventh, 


« 8, Parliamenits choſen as they now are, and continuing for ſeven years as 


they now do, will ever be compoſed, for the moſt part, of a few ſactions, under the 
guidance of particular Noblemen, perpetually contending for the power and eno- 
luments of office. The common-ſoldiery of theſe ſeveral factions, like that of all 
other flanding armies, is made up of mercenaries from the moſt idle and preſli- 
gate orders of the community. Who ſo idle, as nen of pleaſure, and the vicious 
part of our nobility and gentry ? Who ſo profligate, as murdering nabobs, proſti. 
tute lawyers, and unprincipled adventurers, who, through the iniquity of corrupt 
elections, make their way into parliament, and there let out their tongues and their 
votes for hine ?, 


* 9g. Parliaments choſen as they ought to be, that is, by the whole ha» 
tion in juſt proportion, and continuing as they ought to do, for one ſaf. 
fion only, mult of courſe (as corruption without doors would then be 
impoſſible) conſiſt of men moſt eminent for virtue and wiſdom from every 
part of the kingom. Every diſtri, and every town (freed from an undue 
influence by the multitude of its electors) would undoubtedly appoint for 
its parliamentary repreſentative, or attorney, the perſon beſt acquainted 
with its intereſts, and beſt qualified to promote them. Theſe repreſents» 
tives, ſeeling that dependence on their employers which an annual elec- 
tion would enſare, and carrying with them into Parliament chatacters of 
value, would be doubly guarded againſt falling into temptation ; beſides 
their virtue would be farther ſecured . from this important conſiderations 
that, as no Miniſter in his ſenſes would eſteem it practicable to bribe a 
majority of ſuch a Parliament, it follows, that 5 individuals could 
be of no uſe to him. 


i 10. But ſuch a Parliament cannot be had unleſs we will revert to the 
firſt principles of our conſtitution, which we have ſo ſhamefully aban- 
doned. Since electing a Parliament is our only ſecurity againſt un 
arbitrary power in the crown, election itſelf muſt be not only the common 
right, but the common duty of all the people, 


«1x. The only plauſible objection which is held forth, ia order to 
diſcourage the many/afuring towns from demanding repreſentation, name- 
Ly, the loſs of time amongſt the workmen that would be occafioned by elections, 
is an idle bugbear. 


4 12, All the idleneſs and vice of modern elections in this country are 
the conſequences of that very inequality of repreſentation, and that long 
duration of Parliament, of which we complain, While al! but the villains 
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our parliamentary buſineſs may not be elected alſo ? 
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of former times, that is, while all free ſubjefs had their votes, and Par- 
liaments were choſen ſometimes twice and ſometimes thrice in a year, 
tumult and debauchery at elections were unknown ; and there were not. 
above two er three caſes of falſe returns or diſputed elections in the courſe 
of two hundred and ſeventeen years, as Rands. proved. by authentic records. 
in the Tower. Ina ſingle Parliament of the preſent reign, the trials upon 
tonteſted elections fill five large volumes; and the profligacy ſo frequent. 
ly attending the choice of members is a reproach to our age and nation. 
Ii i! not time then to reſtore a repreſentation of all, and parliaments of a fingle 
ſe on; fince they alone can enſure us peaceable and virtuous. elections ? 


« 13, Prevent the temptation to the evil you dread, and the evil itſelf 
vill be prevented: this is a law of nature. If pari ſh officers, if common. 
council men of London, and mayors of eorporations, if committees for 
all ſorts of buſineſs, if, in ſhort, depucies of any other deſcription, can he 
annvally or more frequently elected, without any evil conſequences, is 
it not an inſult ta common ſenſe to tell us, that deputies for tranſacting 
Prevent, I ſay, 
the temptation-to the evil you dread, and the evil itſelf will be prevented, 
The temptation to the candidate——is the hopes of a place, a title, or 
what e'ſe' he can get from the miniſter; the temptation to the borough. 
eletor——1is the candidate's treat and bribe. —As elections of all, and ſefe 
onal Parliaments, would cut up bythe roots this commerce of cotrup- 
tion, ſo they would enſure you elections as peaceable and orderly, as, 
your weekly meetings at divine ſervice, or in your markets, Thus, 
that glorious word, election, which is not to be found in the dictionary of 
any enſlaved nation, would be reſtored amongſt us to its plain and honeſt 
ſignification : carrying with it no other idea, than that of a free choice of 
freemen, for their own benefit and happineſs. 


*© 14. But if we cannot believe hiſtory, nor place confidence in records 
themſelves, let us, at leaſt, truſt. our own ſenſes, and obſerve what is the 
conduct of our ſober and ſagac ious brethren, of America. If repreſen» 
tation be of ao uſe toa trading people, and if elections are nui ſauces, why. 
have the citizens. of Philadelphia, Boſton, and all America, ſecured to 
themſelves, by their new conſtitution, an equal repreſent&ion and annual 
elections, as the very eſſence of that conſtitution which they inherit in, 
common with ourſelves, and as that without which they knew they ſhould 
not be a free people ?- 


*15. If you think to enjoy the benefits of repreſentation. through per- 
tons choſen by other men, and over whoſe diſmiſſion you have no powers, 
You much deecive yourſcives, Suppoſing a merchant had not the ch ict 
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of his own clerks, nor workmen, nor houſhold ſeryants, but they were tg 
be appointed for him by the exciſeman, or by ſome neighbouring Lord 
Who had an intereſt in ſo doing; and if, when ſo appoin:ed, be could nog 
get rid of them in leis than ſeven years, let their idleneſs, extravagance, 
and diſhoneſty be ever ſo glaring, and their inſolence ever fo inſufferable, 
does it need the ſpirit of prophecy to foretel, that his name would ſoon 
be in the Gazette, proclaiming him a ruined and miſerable man And 
is not that great merchant, the Nation, brought to the verge of bankruptcy 
by theſe very means ?P—A nation happy above others in the fertility of itg 
ſoil, and the induſtry of its inhabitants; a nation which now poſſeſſes a 
diſtrict of India, equal to the whole kingdom of France, and until the 
other day poſſeſſed alfo a continent in America, is nevertheleſs, I ſa y, and 
by the means I have pointed out, nearly reduced to the condition of A 
bankrupt. In conſequence of loſing, through ſupineſs, the appointment 
of its own clerks, workmen, and ſervants, or in other words, its own 
Parliament, it is now indebted 7wo hundred and ſeventy millions of money, and 
not only its lands, but future induſtry, is deeply mortgaged for the pays 
ment of the intereſt ; whereas, had it conſtantly aſſerted its rights, i it needs 


ed not at this day to have owed a ſhilling, 


© 16. As the intereſt upon theſe two hundred and ſeventy millions is 
Juſt ſo much to be dedufted from the national induſtry, and as nations leſs 
taxed may conſequently underſell us at foreign markets, the manufacturing 
towns of this kingdom are peculiarly and eminently intereſted in reſtoring 
purity to parliaments. They ought alſo to recolleR, that if it be neglected 
an increaſe of debt, and conſequently an increaſe of taxes, muſt folluw; for 
ſo long as the cauſe of extrayagance remains, the ect will not ceaſe, 


*17- Although it is granted, that if petty boroughs and ſeptenniaq 
Parliaments were ſtill to remain in ſtatu quo, and the only alteration to be 
obtained, were a mere el;Rion of tu members for each manufacturing 
town, the general advantage therefrom would be trifling, and the new 
elections might perhaps be inconvenient ; yet, that is not what is propoſed; 
nor would be the conſequence, if thoſe towns, containing an immenſe propor- 
tion of the who'e nation, would properly exert themſelves, In conjunction 
with Surry, Middleſex, and the Metropolis, united in quintuple alliance, 
and the many other generous towns and counties which may petition, the 
vaſt weight of the manufacturing towns would no longer ſuffer our hopes 
and fears, our recovery or our total ruin, to hang in doubtful balance; 
but the ſterling gold of reformation would preponderatc, and treachery 


and oppreſſion kick the beam. 


© 18. Take a ſketch of ſuch elections as are propoſed. It being found 
that the proportion of Engliſh electors to every repreſentative, according 
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te the preſent number in the Houſe of Commons, is about three thouſand , 
it follows, that each tewn ought to be divided into diſtricts of election, 
eontaining each about that number of male inhabitants, of twenty-one 
years of age. By the militia Jiſts alone this might be eaſily done. In 
towns where the whole npmber of electors for each diltr:Q might inhabit 
one pariſh, there ought to be ten or twelve ſubdiviſions of them, ſo that 
not more than three hundred at moſt ele in one place. This would not 
ouly preſerve the peace, but enſure the completion of the eledion in one 
forenoon: it would alſo fo facilitate the attendance, that no manu facturer 
or mechauic need loſe an hour's labour, 


4019. A moment's reflect ion 10% canvince any candid man, that in ſuck elec- 
tions annually repeated there could be no ſuch thing as bribery; and if a ballet 
were added, all undue influence of wealth or authority tou be guarded againſt. 
Bribery and threats out of the queſiign, who could nave an intereſt or temtation ta 
promote any licentiouſneſs ? It has already been ſicwn alſo that in Parliaments ſo 
elected, and fo dependant on the eſteem and confidence, ant power of the people, it 
would be as impoſſible for a miniſter to obtain ſupport by corruption, 2s now tis 
impoſſible to find ſupport without corruption. 


© 20, But a min iſt er, it is ſaid, cannot carry on the buſin:ſr of the nation 
without a majority. This is held to be an axtom in politics. And ſoit is. No 
maxim is more true. But it is equally true, that, in Parliaments choſea as ours 
row are, thut majority muſt be had by means of faction and bribery; ia a re- 
formed Parliament, it muſt be gained by rectitude of meaſutcs alone. 


«21, A reformation of Parliament would produce a total revolution 
in the condition of the minifter, Inſtead of continuing to be an haughty 
lord and maſter of the nation, he would inſtantly become its ſervant, as 
the word miniſter imports ;—Inſtead of having through a corrupt majurity 
tae purſe of the whole nation, at his mercy, he would find that it ſhould 
not yield him an extravagant or an unneceſſary ſhilling. Inſtead of cre- 
ating jobs, offices, and contracts, and ſquandering millions of the pubhc 
treaſure to gratify himſelf, his conneCtions, his creatures and de pendants, 
beſides the enorn,ous bribery within the walls of Parliament, he muſt cor- 
rect every waſteſul expenditure, and transfufe a ſpirit of economy throug h 
every department of the ſtate.——Inſtead of being in a condition to make 
:nroads on the liberties of the people, or to make any thing law, by which 
ke could ingratiate himſelf with royalty, or {trengthen his own hands a- 
gainſt every oppoſition to his will, he muſt be content to act within his oxen 
Sphere, which is to execute the Jaws made by the concentrated wiſdom of 
the nation in Parliament aſſembled. 


g. In ſuch a Parliament as muſt be the conſequence of aſſerting our 
right to an equal repreſentatioa and annual elections, it would be as un- 
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practicable for any faction to diſplace an able and virtuous miniſter, as fog 
a cabal of grooms and chambermaids, in a private family, to diſplace the 
ſte ward, whoſe reputaion had been eſtabliſhed for talents and integrity, 
and who acquitted himſelf to the ſatisfaction of his maſter, So long as 
the miniſter did the buſineſs of the nation to its ſatisfaction, the re pre- 
ſentatives of that nation, having no temptation to do otherwiſe, but aw 
evident intereſt in ſupport ing him, would ſupport him accordingly, Ne. 
veſtheleſs, the Houſe of Commons would ſtill be the political theatre for 
ambitious ſpirits to act their parts in; and it oughtto be ſo. It is the proper 
ſchool of politics ; and whenever a great genius for government ſhould 
arife, and could ſatisfy Parliament as to any conſiderable incapacity in 
the miniſter, and of his on ſuperior talents, it would be the duty of 
Parliament to ſee the nation was ſerved by the fitteſt perſon in the kings 
dom & and a change would take place as naturally, and as peaceably, az 

when a gentleman parts with one ſervant and takes another. Thus fo far 
from annval elections preventing amongſt foreign courts u confidence in 
eur government, as ſome maintain, they would raiſe its reputation for 
wiſdom, vigour, and permanency throughout the world: and by preſerv. 
ing @ perpetual harmony between the crown and the people, and keeping al. 
ways at the helm the perſen belt able to guide it, the King of Englaad 


would once more become the moſt powerſul and glorious monarch on 
earth, 


« 23. Petition then, with one voice, my friends and conntrymen, for 
that ſhare in making your own laws to which, by the conſtitution and the 
laws of nature, you are entitled. Purſue the only courſe which can 
ever affect any conſiderable reduction of debts and of taxes, materially ad- 
vance the intereſts of manufactures and commerce !——In ſhort be Eng- 
uſnmen ! be free, proſperous, and happy | And give your poſterity, 
the ſame cauſe to revere your memories, as you have to bleſs thoſe progen* 
itors who left you an inheritance in a free conſtitution !'* 


Several witneſſes werecalled by the Counſel for the Crown 
who proved the mere fatt of publication. Amongſt the reſt 
of theſeneighbourly and friendly characters was Mr. BLAND 
Surgeon, and Apothecary, Man- midwife, and Alder man. 
This Gentleman ingenuouſly ſtated, that as he was riding 
paſt my printing office, ſometime laſt January (179g) be ſav 
a perſon ſticking up a large bill onthe oppoſite wall. On 
Mr. B's ſtopping to read it, ſome perſon from my office 
politely handed one over to him that he might peruſe it 
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at his leiſure, Who this perſon was, Mr. B. could not 
ſay, but he recollected ſeeing at the ſame time, another 
perſon in the office, who wore a paper cap on his head, 
round which were the words * LIBERTY AND EQU.” 
Either from the weakneſs of Mr. B's optic nerves, or the 
treachery of his memory, he unfortunately could not ſay 
what other letters finiſhed the alarming ſentence! Moſt 
probably it was ſome treaſon in embryo! Who knows, 
had the whole of this important inſcription been diſco- 
vered, but it might have proved the key to that dark plot, 
which induced Mr. PtiTT, to call out the militia, and the 
Dux x of RicuMoND to fortify the Tower! What a 
pity it is that Mr. B. did not make a more complete dif. 
covery ; as he might perhaps have ſaved the Metropolis 
of Great Britain, by the very ſame means as once ſaved 
the Capitol of Rome the cackling of a GoosE ! ! Y— 
After Mr. B's ſagacious evidence was cloſed, my leading 
counſel, Mr, DAYRELL, then addreſſed the Jury, in a 
very able, pointed, and energetic ſpeech, of conſiderable 
length ; in which he expoſed with ſingular felicity, the 
various abuſes that had crept into the government; and 
very ſucceſsfully, and with great ability inſiſted on the right 
of every citizen to deliver his opinions on the form of 
government under which he lives, and dwelt with pecu- 
lar force and energy on the ſingular cruelty of proſecu- 
ting a man for REPRINTING, in the way of his buſi- 
neſs, a paper, ſanctioned by the firſt characters of the age, 
and ſubſcribed by the two firſt men in the preſent ad- 
miniſtration viz. Mr. P1TT and the Duke of RicymonD. 
He ſtated, that the paper in queſtion, had been printed 
in all the Newſpapers of the year 1782, and notoriouſly 
circulated throughout the kingdom tor the ſpace of TEN 
YEARS; and that he then held in his hand the original 
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copy æ from which the preſent paper was printed, ànd that 
he ſhould call evidence to prove that it had been ſo prints 
ed, circulated, &c, &c. He then proceeded to call MA- 
Jox CakTwRIGHT, who was one of the committee at 
the Thatched Houſe Tavern, in the year 1782, by whom 
this paper was firſt given to the public, but the counſel 
for the Crown objected to the Majox's being called, 
Mr. DayREtL ſtienuoufly contended that he had a right 
to produce any evidence that would at all ſerve the 
cauſe of his client. To this it was anſwered, that if the 
Judge committed a miſlake in receiving the evidence, it 
could never be rectiſied or redreſſed ; but if he did not 
receive theevidence, and it was afterwards diſcovered 
that he was wrong in ſo doing, a motion might be made 
for a new trial. The Counſel for the Crown further ob. 


ferved, that it did not in the leaſt ſignify if the paper in 
queſtion had been firil printed in the year 1746 inſtead of 
1782, and had never before been noticed by government ; 
yet, if it was reprinted ſo many years after, and the 
inuendoes would then apply to thoſe times, F they cer- 
tainly had a right to proſecute whenever and whoſoever 
they pleaſed ! ! !/\———Theſe objections on the part of 
the Crown were admitted, and of courſe no evidence in 
my favor was examined! After the ſumming up by the 
Judge, the Jury withdrew, taking the paper with them, 


The manuſc#ift copy of this paper is now in the hands of Mr, Far 
who, I be.ieve, is preparing it for the preſs, and which with ſome curi- 
ous particulars concerning it, will be ſpeedily laid before the public. 


+ How inuzndoes, printed in the year 1746, or 1:82, could intentional. 
I apply to circumſtances forty- ſev en, or ten years after, except by the ſpi- 
x1t of prophecy, I am at a loſs to conceive If this doctrine is to pre- 
vail we may ſoon expe to ſee the Brut & adjudged a falſe, ſcandalous, 
wicked and ſeditious Libel ” and SauuEIL proved to be a Republican ; 
David a Jaa ir, and CzrzET a Levelity /! ! 
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and returned in three quarters of an hour, With a verdi&& 
of—GUIETY II!“ | 
On theſe Verdicts, at preſent, I ſhall make no remarks, 
but haſten to inform you, that in conſequence of them, 
1 appeared in the Court of King's Bench, on Thurſday, 
November the 2oth, to receive judgment, when the fol- 
lowing proceedings took place, 


After the ATrTORN EY GENERAL had moved for Jaige 
ment in the uſual form, 


. JusTICE Grose read over the Report of the 
Wow Judge on the trial of the firſt Information. 


Mr: Exsx1Nz:; My Lords, I am of Counſel for this 
Defendant, who has been found guilty on two Informations, 
and is now in Court ready to receive your Lordſhips' 
Judgment.—But I do not know that it may not be better 
to hear the learned Judge's Report on the ſecond Inform- 
ation; that I may take them both together, 


ATTORNEY GENERAL. lt is indiſſerent to me whe. 
ther the informations are taken together or not; but 1 
hope your Lordſhips will paſs a ſeparate Judgment on 
each Information, 


Lokd Kenyon. That is matter of courſe, We muſt 
pronounce diſtin Judgmenits on each'offence. Separate 
puniſhments certainly. 

Mr. ERSK¹IN E. I know that; but, mv Lords, I cofis 
ceive that it is competent to me to ſuggeſt ſuch reaſons 


* I lament that I was diſappointed of the aſſiſtance of a Short-hand 
Writer at theſe trials: but as the two caſes were afterwards ſo ably and 
topiouſly re-argued in the Court of King's Bench, the omiſſion is not ſo 
very material, as the Reader will find thoſe proceedings re poſted at full 
length, when he comes to that part of the Pamphlet. 
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as occur, to ſhew that my Client has been illegally con- 
victed, and that if your Lordſhips ſhould be of that opi- 


nion, he ought to have a new trial. 


ArTrTORNEY GENERAL, My Lords, this is the firſt 
moment that I have heard it was the intention of my learn- 
ed friend to move for a new trial, At the ſame time 1 
wou'd not wiſh to be underſtood that I meant to blame 
him, or to ſay that he has no right to it.—I conſeſs I do 
not know, and I do not pretend to know, ſo much of the 
practice of this court as to ſay, whether or not an appl ca- 
tion for a new trial is now in time or not, Although I 
appear on behalf of the Crown, I do not wiſh to deprive 
a defendant of any of his rights. I do not wiſh by eny 


means to ſhut out his application, 


Lord KEnyon. Mr. Erſkine ; can you produce any 
precedent where a new trial was granted after the firſt four 
days of the Term after trial, except in a few excepted 
caſes, where the court itſelf interfered. I remember per- 
fectly the caſe of the King and Gough is of that nature; 
as alſo the caſe of the King and Morris. And there is 
one inſtance or two more of the ſame kind, that may be 
mentioned. In the firſt of theſe caſes a queſtion aroſe, 
* Whether the Town-Hall of Glouceſter was within the 
county of the city, or within the county at large?“ and 
the Court itſelf, on hearing the Report of the learned 
Judge read, were of opinion that it ought to go to a new 
trial; but that was the act of the court itſelf, without any 


application from the Bar. 


Mr. Jusrick AsHURST. I have always underſtood 
the rule of this Court to be, that a Defendant may move 
in arreſt of Judgment at any time before Judgment is 
pronounced; but that a motion fot a new trial muſt be 
made within the firſt four days of the term after the De- 
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ſendant 1s found guilty, 
Mr, ExsK1NE. In the cafe of the King and Aylett, 


and in another caſe, to my certain knowledge, new trials 
were granted long after the four days in the lubſequent 
Term had expired. A new trial was granted when the 
Defendants were in the Court ready to receive 1s Judg- 
ment :—Nay, my Lords, I appeal to the whole Bar, © whe- 
ther it is not their general opinion that a new trial may 
be granted at any time be fore the Judgment of the court 
is pronounced?“ 


LoRD KEN VON. I very much doubt whether that is 
the general opinion of the Bar. 1 am informed by one 
of the ofhcers of the court, that in the caſe of the King 
and Aylett, the court had expieſsly given leave to move 
for anew t1ial, on a future day. I have no wiſh upon the 
ſuhjett either one way or the other. I wiſh only to $9 
according to the practice of the court. 


Mr. ERSKINE. My Lords, as on the one hand I do 
not wiſh to deceive the court, ſo on the other I ſhould be 
extremely unwilling to give up any advantage or privilege 
which belongs to any man who puts bis truſt 1n me. 


Lord KEN VON. Let this motion be poſtponed te 
the {-cond day of the next Term. 


Mr. ExsRKIN E. If it cold be done without any in- 
convenience, I ſhould be glad that this caſe was leuled 
at an earlier period. 


Lon Db KEN VON. We are now got to that period of 
the Term, when I do not know how we can do it at an 
carlier period, conſiſtently with the other buſineſs that 
ſhould be done, Why did not the Defendant move for a 
new trial within the firſt four days of the Term ? 
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Mr. ERSKTNE. My Lord, I was only applied to yef., 
terday, and in the judgment of the Gentlemen who are 
concerned with me, as well as in me, we ought to take 
the previous opinion of the court, whether this Gentle« 
man has been legally convicted?“ 


LoRPD KEN vON. Is the motion for a new trial meant 
to be made on what 1s diſcloſed in the report of the learn- 
ed Judge, or on affidavits ? 


Mr. ERSEKINE. My Lord, it is meant to be moved 
on both. 


Lord KENYON. Let it fland over until Saturday, 
when we may hear that multitude of caſes. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL. My Lords, if the Defendant 
thinks that any ſerious miſchief will reſult to him from 
the verdicts that have been given under the idea that he 
had been illegally convicted; I do not wiſh that the Court 
ſhould be troubled with hearing this argument ; but ſhall 
think it a ſubſtantial ground for ſaying, that I conceive it 
to be my duty to permit the Defendant to bring it again 
before the Court, 


Lord Ki'xyon. We, the Court, are bound, ex debits 
juſtitia, to hear this application to the Court, in as much 
as the practice of this Court is part of the Law of the 
land. 


Mr BEARCROFT. The practice of this court, as 1 
underſtand it, is this. If the party moves for a new trial, 
he muſt move within the firſt four days of the next term; 
but if what paſſed at the trial comes before the court in 
any courſe, and the Court ſees the verdict is not right, 
the Court ſhal! ſee that juſtice take place. 


Mr. JusTiCE BULLER, In the caſe of the Ki Ne and 
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Covon, on reading the Judge's Report, the Court wat 
of opinion that the Defendant ought not to haye been 
convicted. 


Lox bp KEN LO NJ. I would not have a cloud hang 


over it, and there fore let it ſtand over to Saturday, to ſee 
what can be ſaid upon it, 


Mr. ERSK INE. In point of reaſon, my Lords, and of 
common ſenſe, there is no difference, whether the Defen. 
dant himſelf, or his Counſel for him, point out an error 
to the eye of the Court, or whether the court is led to 


diſcover i by any other means, 


Lord KEN TON. Well.—Let the Defendant be re- 
manded. | | 


I was then accordingly remanded to the King's Bench 
priſon. The following Saturday morning I again appear. 
ed in court, when as before, the Attorney General mo- 
ved for the judgment of the court. 


Lord KEN VYON. MR. ERSKINE ; this is the Rage of 
this buſineſs when it is proper for you to ſhew that it is 
allowable according to the practice of the Court, for a 
Defendant, after four days have elapſed in the Term, to- 
move for a new trial, | 


- 


Mr. ERSKIN E. My Lords, the Defendant now in 
Court being called upon on a former day to receive your 
Lordſhips Judgment, and the report of the learned Judge 
upon which alone he can receive that judgment, being 
read, I humbly ſuggeſted to your Lordſhip's that there 
Was matter apparent on the face of it, which entitled me 
to aſk your Lordſhips not to paſs the judgment of the 
Court, but to grant a new trial. In that ſtage the buſi- 
nels ſtood then; in that ſtage the buſineſs ſtands now; and 
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what I am to ſtate to the Court is neither more nor leſs 
than this: and to ſtate it with that ſubmiſſion which every 
Advocate ought to ſhew to the Court, and what J am ſure 
I am always diſpoſed toſhew ; to ſuggeſt ar no great length; 
that by the precedents of the Court ;—by the rules and 
practice of it ;—and by the rules and principles of En- 


gliſh juriſprudence, you ought to ſend this canſe to ano- 


ther trial; but Lam not in ſuch a ſituation as to be neceſ- 


ſarily called upon to aſk a new tiial of your Lordſhips. 
I may aſk the Court, Whether, upon hearing the Re. 
port read, it is not open to me, without offending the 
Court ; or without breaking through any of thoſe rutes by 
which your Lordſhips conceive yourſelves bound, 10 aſk 
your Lordſhips to ſtay this judgment ?” and 1 ſhall cer. 
tainly not be removed from that poſition, 


Your Lordſhips had the indulgence to give me an op- 
portunity of conſidering this matter, and I have no diffi- 
culty in ſaying, I had entertained an idea that there was 
2 great difference between criminal and civil caſes. Iam 
confirmed in that idea ; and I am perſuaded that nothing 


1 ſhall hear to day will ſhake my judgment in that matter. 


In civil caſes, your Lbrdſhips ſtand, (thanks to che Con- 
ftitution of our fathers) in a ſituation. very different from 
that which you fill in criminal caſes, between the Crown 
and the Subject. Your Lordſhips, in adminiſtering civil 
Juſtice, have no rule but that of ſtrict law to guide vou, 
and the Civil litigant muſt have his judgment when he 
can call for it. Your Lordſhips ſtand, as criminal Judges, 
in a ſituation much more pleaſant to yourſelves, and much 
more to the aggrandizement of magiſlracy, Although the 
ATTORNEY GENERAL alone can guide the courſe of 
criminal juſtice, as ſervant for the Crown, yet your Loid- 
Mips guide the adminiſtration of criminal Juſtice para- 
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mount to him, and no proſecution can advance à ſtep fur- 
ther than the Court thinks it ought to advance. In a re- 
cent caſe, which I cite to your Lordſhip's honor, tried be- 
fore you at Guildhall, for perjury. On the trial of that 
eauſe contradiftory evidence appeared, and your Lord- 
ſhip interpoſed on the part of the Defendant. Had that 
been a civil ſuit, I have no difficulty in ſaying, that the 
evidence which made that impreſſion on your Lordſhips 
mind, would have made no ſuch impreſſion. Had it been 
1 civil caſe, I ſhould have taken the judgment of the court 
on what fell from your Lordſhip. But in a Criminal caſe, 
and where I was ſtanding for the Crown, and there was 
no civil litigant to claim his rights; your Lordſhips in 
that caſe repreſented the majeſty of the public, and the li- 
berty of the Defendant, and held the ſcales between them, 
No man who knows his character, will advance one ſtep 
bejond what is proper.—l find the whole courſe of crimi. 
ral juſtice falling in with that idea, and I truſt I ſhall not 
live to ſee the time when it is otherwiſe, In civil caſes 
the party may help himſelf ; the verditt is a warrant for 
judgment. He may give a rule on the poſtea, and when 
that rule is expired he may ſign the judgment of the court, 
unleſs the oppoſite party has moved for anew trial, The 
Court has ſaid, that rule ſhall be within the firſt four 
days of the next term, and therefore your Lordſh ps ſee 
the party can ſign judgment of himſelf, unleſs the judg- 
ment which he can ſign is ſtayed by the interpoſition of 
the court on motion, I contend that I may move in ar- 
reſt of judgment after the four days, and any time before 
the judgment is pronounced. When your Lordſhips are 
addreſſed in civil caſes, in the middle of a term fora ne- 
trial, is there any inſtance of the Court's refuſing, on the 
ground that it would be breaking through the rules and 
practice of the Court? No counſel can ſtate that ever 
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ſuch a motion was refuſed him, therefore the right of the 
party to his civil remedy muſt be governed according to 
the ſtrict practice of the Court; wheteas, in criminal ca- 
ſes, your Lordſhips have interfered very differently ;—yet 
even in civil caſes, whe-e there has been any miſappre- 
henſion, any miſtake, judgment has been arreſted, and 
your Lordſhips have received a motion for a new trial, 
when, by the rules of the Court, judgment ought to have 
been given, The firſt caſe that I ſhall mention, is that of 
BurT and Bar Low, reported in DovcLas, 162 that 
was an action tried before Mr. Jusrick BTLACkSToN E, 
at the aſſizes for Kent, Mr. Rous moved for a new trial, 
Wedneſday the 21ſt of April, was the firſt day of the 
Term, and by the practice of the court it muſt be moved 
within four days incluſive, ſo that Saturday was the 
laſt day for moving however, the learned counſel mo- 
ved on the fourth day excluſive of the firſt ; and the rule 
was granted, I mention this caſe to your Lordſhips, to 
ſhew, that it is not refuſed after the expiration of the firſt 


four da s; if, under the circumſtances of the particular 


caſe there is any reaſon and propriety for the Court to 
interpoſe. I once more beg leave to remind the Court, 
that I am making no motion for a new trial, but am dire&- 
ing the judgment and attention of the Court to the Report 
of the learned Judge. I am therefore now doing what the 
Defendant, ſtanding filent before your Lordſhips, could 
not do for himſelf. I might look round to all the Gentle- 
men at the Bar, and aſk, whether any thing is more notori- 
ous, than that there are a hundred inſtances where the court 
have not refuſed to grant a new trial after the expiration 


of the four days, 
Lord KEN VON. Mr. ERSRKINE, what is the mean- 


ing of this practice, that when a perſon has been found 


guilty, four days muſt elapſe before there can be a judg- 
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ment, quod capiatur ? 

Mr. ERSKINE. No one inſtance can be ſtated, where 
the Court has ſaid to a man ſta nding for judgment, You 
come too late to aſk for a new trial; you ought to have 
come Within the firſt four days of the term.” I con- 
tend that the caſe of the Kine and Govurn is preciſely 
in point; it is reported by Mr. DouGLAs, in a mane 
ner very different trom that in which it was reported 
by the court; and no man will perſuade me that, that learn- 
ed gentleman did not know what the court was about 
when he reported that caſe. This 1s a remarkable caſe 
in every part of it, and will apply very particularly to the 
preſent caſe, The caſe of the King and Gough, was an, 
Indictment which came on to be tried at the Spring aſſizes 
for Glouceſter, 1777. The objeCtion was, want of juriſdic- 
tion in the county jury to try an offence charged to have 
deen committed within the county of the city: the evi- 
lence was not before the court; the Defendant ſtood 
cuilty on the evidence: —it was not pretended, to be ſaid 
that he had ſuffered injuſtice, becauſe he was ordered to 
pay a penalty where the mind was inn«cent; but it was 
a-teclinical objection to the juriſdiction of the court that 
tried it, The integrity of the jury was not called in queſ- 
tion; the trial was not diſputed, nor was it doubted that 
he had juſtice duly adminiſtered to him, and he came un- 
der that objection on the 23d of My 1781 after the lapſe 
of fourteen Terms: IT come before your Lorifhips withe 
out the intervention of one. In that caſe the Defendant 
was brought up for judgment, when Mr. JusricE Bur- 
LER read over the report of the evidence given at the 
trial of that caſe, as Mr. Is TIE GROSE hae done inthe 
preſent caſe; after which the Court ebſerved that the 
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eonviftion appeared extraordinary, and that a new tr;al 
was proper. Mr. DUNNING faid he ſhould have made a 
motion for that purpoſe, if he had thought it competent 
after ſo long a time after the conviction; yet the court in 
their d'{cretion granted a rule for a new trial. What 
does Loky MANSFiELD do in this caſe—he did, what he 
always did, and what he will be remembered for here- 
after ;—he declared that e:.ough did not appear upon the 


face of the report to convitt the Deſendant. He thought 


that the Defendant ought not to be convicted, and there- 
fore granted a new trial. 


Lord KENVYVON. The caſe of the King and Morris, 
I remember perfectly: I may ſay, as well as it it happen- 
ed yeſterday; aid there are ſeveral other caſes of the 
ſame ſort. 


{ 


Mr. ErxsK1Ns. My Lord, I cannot mention the caſes 
all at once, I ſhall not move for a new trial, I may 
move to ſtay the judgment, and the ſingle queſtion tor 
your Lordſhips' conſideration, is, whether previous to the 
Peiendant receiving the Judgment of the Court, after 
having read over the report, your Lordſhips of yourſelves 
muſt find out the errors of that report, if any exiſt; or, 
whether J ſhall have an opportunity of ſuggeſting to your 
Lordſhips in what part of the report the error lies? J con- 
feſs, if there be any diſtinction between theſe two modes 


of detecting error, it is a ſhame it ſhould exiſt, and I know 


it cannot exiſt, conſiſtently with thoſe principles which 
adorn our government ; and your Lordſhips would lament 
when you conſider the feeble *nature of man, and your 
Lordſhips have very frequently admitted, very much to 
your honor, the ſame ſentiment; and I 1hink you would 
not be much pleaſed to conſider the conſequences which 
might be of the moſt fatal kind to an individual, if he was 
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obliged to ſtand dumb before you, and if your own minds 
id not furniſh you with ſufficient light to point out the 
error, he himſelf muſt not point it out, at the ſame time. 
Fiat juſtitiq ruat calum, It I mult be ſilent; I ſhall be ſi- 
lent becauſe the law commands me. 

The next caſe I find analogous to the preſent, is the 
caſe of the King and Atkinſon. There is no printed re- 
port of that caſe, but I have a manuſcript note of it: my 
learned friend Mr. BEARCROFT was in it, Lord MANs- 
FIELD, having heard that a new trial was intended to be 
moved for, and that the Defendant was not forth-coming, 
that a motion would be made, and my LoRD MANSTIEID 
obſerving it could not be made without the perſonal attend- 
ance of the Defendant; I met Mr. BEARCROfrT after- 
wards on the reading of the report, when the Defendant 
came up for judgment ; but at the interval of two Terms. 
I aſked leave to move for a new trial upon the authority 
of the caſe of the King and Gough, but Lord Mans. 
FIELD took a diſtinction between an application for a new 
trial and this caſe. His Lordſhip ſaid there could be no 
application for a new trial before the court; but that the 
Court itſelf was to examine whether the party was to be 
tried de novo, The court were to look upon the face of 
the report, and to conſider whether any error occurred to 
them ſufficient to induce them to grant a new trial. 


With regard to the caſe of the King and Aylett, I had 
leave to move it after the expiration of the four days. 
My Lords, the matter which I have humbly to ſtate to the 
Court, is this: I think according to the rules of the court 
as far as I can colle& them from theſe caſes, that the 
party, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ought to make this motion with- 
in the firſt four days ſubſequent to the. conviction, and 
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that your Lordſhips, without departing from any one 
principle of law or of Juſtice, might refuſe io hear a De- 
ſendant applying at a later period, and ſo your Lordſhip 
may do to day. I confeſs I think it is fit that there ſhould 
be a rule, and when it exiſts, that it ſhould be carried into 
effect, and that falle humanity ſhould never induce Judges 
to break through thoſe rules which when once eſtabliſhed 
ſhould be obſerved, —W hat then ought I to do in this 
caſe, but to ſurrender up my client to the diſcretion and 
mercy of the Court, who J am ſure will make the proper 
diſti nction where a Defendant is called upon to anſwer for 
an offence of a trivial, and an offence of a dangerous nature; 
where ſuch a Defendant is conſcious that he is guilty, and 
inſtead of laying open his real ſi uation, gives inſtructions 
to his Counſel to aggravate the evil which the indictment 
ſeeks to abate; ſuch a Deſendant becomes no object of 
mercy; but where he comes ſubmiſſively to urge any rule 
of law; he ſtands in no ſuch fituation ;—and when my ob- 
jeftions come io be overruled, I ſhall have this conſolaticn, 
that I have offered nothing o your Lordſhips to induce 
any one to think the worle of my client, or of the govern- 
ment under which we hve, 


Log D KEN VON. I am not aware that there is any very 
great difference of opinion, and I am very glad to find that 
thoſe rules by which the court have ſuppoſed themſelves 
to be governe:l, are in fact the rules of the court, The 
caſe of the KING and Go is within my own memo- 
ry. I was counſel in the cauſe. I have alſo a manu- 
ſcript note of the KING and MorRis, which caſe is alſo 
in print andis to be found in the and volume of Six 
JaukEs BukRows's Reports, In that caſe the Defen- 
dant was tried forperjury, was convicted, and was brought 
up for judgment, and no counſel obje&ed to the convitt* 
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en; but LoxD MANSFIELD, to ſatisfy his own mind, 
put this queſtion:“ Whether there was ſufficient evi- 
dence to convitt the Defendant?“ And his Lordſhip was 
pleaſed to ſay, it any miſtake had been committed at the 
trial, and if the Defendant had been illegally convitted, it 
was never too late to annul an error. This being the caſe 
Mr. E RSKINE, you will now ſuggeſt to the court why 
we ought not to pals ſentence. X 


Mr. ExSsK INE. Y our Lordſhips know that the Defen- 
dant has been convicted upon two informations. The 
firſt charging him with publiſhing that part of Mr. 
Paing's Works, which is entitled“ An Addreſs to the Ad- 
dreſſers ;” and the other entitled An Addreſs to the Trade/- 
men, Mechanics, Labourers, and other Inhabitants of the 
Town of Newark, on the ſubject of a Parliamentary Reform.” 
Now, my Lords, my objections to the two Reports of the 
learned Judge who tried the two Informations are of a 
z very different nature; and I cannot but here lament that 
Six JohN W1LsoON, being now no more, we cannot 
have recourſe to him to receive any light or information 
with reſpe& to the report. My Lords, the matter 1 am 
about to offer to your Lordſhips, on the ſubject of the firit 
ot theſe informations, even if I ought to ſuſtain the objec- 
tion, does not go to the guilt or innocence of the Defen— 
cant; it ſhews no nore than this; that if the objection had 
been m1{e at the trial, and if when made, the learned 
judge halacc-ptelof it, he never would have been convicted. 
I mean to ſay nothing upon the Libel itſelf, bur ſhall leave 
the Deſendant to your Lordihip's mercy, In viewing this 
ſubject, 1 think we muſt not look at men's natural rights, 


or moral rights, but we muſt look at the rights they enjoy 
under the laws, I am perſuaded that if the objection 
which I ſhall make, ſhall appear to your Lordſhips to be 
well founded, indeed I entertain no doubt, but that your 
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Lordſhips will confiderit ſome how or other, although it 
was not made at the trial. | 


Lord Kenyon. Mr. ErSKINE,1 will go further in 
favor of the Deſendant. Though the objection was not 
mate at the trial, yet, if it ſhall appear to us to have force, 
we ſhall give full ſcope to it. 

Mr. Exsx1Nnz. I lament the ſituation in which ! 
ſtaad, not from any ſuſpicion of a want of integrity in any 
quarter, but becauſe I cannot appeal to the learned Judge 
who is now no more; It 1s not an uncommon thing when 
there is any, difference of recollection at the Bar, and when 
the Judge's, report is ſhort, to appeal to the learned Judge 
himſelf. There can no miſchief ariſe from this when the 
integrity and independence of the Bench is recollected. 


Lord Kenyon. If I miſtake not, when the country 
had the misfortune to loſe Sir Dudley Ryder ;—if I miſ- 
take not, certain cauſes were brought before the Court 
by affidavit. | 


Mr. ER SKIN E. This publication, entitled“ An Ad- 
adreſs to the Addreſſers, was written by a perſon who has 
been already convicted, and it was writen ſubſequent 
to the time of his majeſly's Proclamation, and the genen 
tendency of that publication was charged in the indid- 
ment to bring his majeſty's proclamation into contempt; 
and as divers Addreſſes had been preſented to his majeſty, 
expreſſing their loyalty and attachment to his majeſty's 
Government, it was charged, alſo, that this publication 
inſinuated hat heſe Addreſſes did not contain the true and 
genuine ſentiments of the loyalty of his majeſty's ſubjetis, 
but that they had been fabricated to ſerve the purpoſes of 
corrupt and intereſted men. Theſe are averments in the 
information, and muſt be proved by the ordinary rules of 
evidence, 
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They are matters of fact, and muſt be proved as all other 
matters of fact are, Now upon the report it appears that 
they were proved by evidence which I obje& to, and which 
was objected to at the trial, but which objections were re- 
filted and over-ruled by the learned Judge, The avermen, 
that © ſeveral” Addreſſes had been preſented by various bo- 
dies of his majeſty's ſubjects, was proved by no other evi. 
dence han the London Gazette. If this print affetted the 
Defendant only, it would be nothing, I might ſafely leave 
my Client to your Lordſhips diſcretion and humanity, but 
I ſpeak of a matter of great importance; ii is a queſtion of 
evidence; and evidence is one of the moſt important 
branches of the law. The information lates that divers 
Addreſſes had been preſenied to the King. Now that 
divers Addreſſes had been preſented to the King 
muſt be proved by the ſame evidence that any one Addreſs was 
preſented. I will advance a ſtep further; J will ſuppoſe 
that a ſeditibus Addre's had been preſented, ſigned by a 
number of perſons, and that this Addreſs, on the preſen- 
tation of it, had become the ſubject of a criminal proſe- 
cution, and the Information had averred that A, 3, and 
C, had preſented that Ad.lrefs to the King, would the Ga- 
zette have proved that indiv dual caſe? It may be ſaid, 
that an act of government may be proved by the Gazette. 
It I wiſh to aſk a favor of the King, would the Ga- 
zette be evidence that I had received it? The queſtion 
1s not, whether the Gazette be good evidence ;—but the 
que!:10n is, whether it proves the exiſtence of the facts 
which it fates ? 


Lord KENyoN. The report of the learned Judge is 
extremely ſhort, | 


Mr. ExsK1Ne, The information lates, that divers 
addreſſes had been preſented to his Majeſty. This is & 
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moſt material relevant averment, aud the whote vudy-ut 
the information falls to pieces without it. Your Lordſhips 
therefore will perceive that the nature of my objection is 
this. I fay, theſe Addreſſes are ſtated on the record as facts 
and that confequently they muſt be proved, like any other 
facts, by ſuch evidence as the law of England calls for, 
Suppoſe a commiſſion of Bankruptcy was loſt, would the 


London Gazette be evidence that ſuch a commiſſion ever 


exiſted ? I contend that it would not. The general rule 
in all queſtions of evidence is, that in all cafes, you muſt 
produce the beſt evidence and the higheſt authority which 
the natme of the particular thing in queſtion will admit. 


I contend, that the Gazette is no evidence whatever that 


fuch Addreſſes had been preſented to the King. It pro- 
bably will be ſaid, that the Gazette is the only evidence 
of flate matters, and of things which affect the. ſtate, but 
an Addreſs ſurely cannot come under that head. It is 


ſurely no matter of ſlate, and only refers to the acts of in- 
dividuals. This therefore being the cale, I contend, that 
this evidence ought not to be admitted. Your Lordſhips 
therefore clearly ſee, that if this objection had been ſuſ- 
tained atthetrial, the Defendant would not have been con” 
victed. 1 do not pretend to ſay what weight is due to this 
objettion, but it it has made any impreſſion upon your 
Lordſhips minds, I have no doubt but that the Defendant 


will have the full effect of it. 


The objection which I have to the other information, 
is of a very different ſort ; and goes, as l apprehend, to 
the complete innocence of the Defendant. The matter 
which I have to offer to your Lordſhips on this point, will 


involve in it the conſtruction of a law lately made, and 
if I do not ſucceed in my objection in this caſe, I ſhall 


conſider this act of parliament as a dead letter, which can- 
not be taken off the ſtatute book two ſoon, as it will oni 


. * 
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have the effeR of diſordering the whole ſyſtem of Engliſh 
ſuriſprudence. The Tubje& of the ſecond information 
upon which the Defendant has been convicted, is entis 
ted. An Addreſs to the Tradeſmen; Mechanics, Labourers, 
ond other inhabitants of the Town of Newark, on the ſubject 
of a Parliamentary Reform.”'—The love of our particular 
country is the firſt of all virtues, and a defire to promote 
its intereſts and proſperity, the firſt of all duties: But 
how that duty may be beſt performed is another queſtion, 
and on which great authorities may lift up their heads 
on different ſides, —Thoſe who originally wrote this pub- 
lication are perſons who at preſent ſurround the King; 
who baſk in the ſunihine of royal favor; and adminiſter, 
as they think at leaſt, the affairs of this country gloriouſly. 
Now I humbly conceive, for a man to print a paper in 
the year 279g, which was originally publiſhed in 178g, 
and which, as no criminal proceeding has been had upon 
it, he muſt conſider as innocent: the vreprinting of that 
cannot be a Libel, The Defendant may ſay, Shall I be 
* exhibited in the pillory by the ſervant of thoſe perſons 
* who have ſet me the example; who were the authors 
and original compoſers of it?” The Defendant offered 
to prove this at the trial, but was not permitted to do ſo. 
He offered to prove, not only that the ſentiments were 
ſimilar, but alſo that it was the ſame in totidem verbis. He 
offered to prove hat it was not originally compoſed or print · 
ed by kim, but that it was compoſed and printed in the 
year 1783, by a body of perſons of exalted rank, and 
ſome of whom hold the higheſt ſituations in his Majeſty's 
government, This however was refuſed, I contend, that 
a ſeditious intention, which was laid in this information, 
was matter of ia, and not matter of law ; and that here- 
fore it ought to have been left to the jury, My Lords, if 
H 
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F am not emits by the late act of Parliament to confidee 
the ſubject in this light, the Libel Bill, in which I had 
ſome ſnlare, muſt be conſidered as a dead letter, and had 
much better be expunged from the ſtatute book; for if it 
is to have no operation, I ſhall be as deſirous of mending 
What I had a ſhare in doing, as in the firſt attempt. Will 
any perſon tell me, that a man may not publiſh a fair, 
candid, legal diſquiſition upon this ſubject? Will any 
man tell me, that I cannot ſtate, Zona fide, to my fellow 
citizens, my ſentiments on the ſubjett of a Parliamentary 
Reform? I know I may do it with perfect ſafety, be- 
cauſe- I have done it, and will the ArTORN EY GENEZ 
RAL proſecute me for it? At the ſame time it is not to be 
wondered at, if the ſentiments of great and good men on 
this ſubje& are found to vary; and although no man, 
more than myſelf, loves and venerates the Conſtitution. 
under which we live, yet I am one of thoſe who think 
that great improvements may be made in it. Whether! 
am innocent or guilty by the mode in which I have done 
it, is not for me to determine; but I am very ready to ad. 
mit, that if under the pretence of a Parliamentary Reform, 
J have been ſeeking to pull down the fabric of the con- 
ſtitution, by rendering the people diſcontented with their 
condition, then I am a Libeller, and whoever ſeeks to ſow 
and propagate ſedition, ought to be the juſt object of the 
execration of mankind, With reſpect to this paper, I 
have only to obſerve, that it was publiſhed ten years ago. 
and that it has been circulated far and wide, throughout 
the kingdom, and has never been productive of any ſe- 
dition, | 


Lord ThuRLow, with ſeveral other noble Lords, 
were of opinion, that Libel or no Libel, was matter of 
law ; I am of a different opinion; and, although a man 


IN WABITAN TS: Or NEAVARE,  F& 


amy be inferior to another in learning, yet like an honeſt 
man he may maintain his own opinion; but I think it may 
juſtly be made a queſtion, if I do not ſueceed in my objec- 
tion, whether any improvement has been made by che late 
law ? or— whether it has not diſordered. the whole ſyſlem 
of our juriſprudence? \. 1] . 


If never oecurred to me that a jury were to be judge, 
in abſtract points of law; the judges ſhould maintain 
their authority over the law, and the jury: over the fact. 
The Jury are the Judges whether Libel or no Libel upon 
the ſeditious intention as matter of, or coupled with, the 
fat, The Jury ought not to condemn a man but on ſuf. 
ficient evidence, and if they had admitted the evidence, 
which I contend ought to have been admitted, there would 
have been no evidence to have convicted the Defendants 
but oa the other hand, there would have been the moſt 
deciſive evidence THAT THE PUBLICATION or TRI 
WAS NOT WITH A SEDITIOUS INTENTION. The 
Foreman of the Jury aſked the judge, Whether they 
in the diſcharge of their public duty, could not decypher 
the intentions of the Delendant ?” The Judge told them 
that they might, and that if this was not the caſe there 
would be no ſafety for the ſubjeft. I have already obſery= 
ed that this paper, Which was the ſubject of the ſecond 
Information againſt the Defendant, was the very Paper 
which was compoſed and publiſhed ten years ago, As the 
perſons who wrote and compoſed it, may be aſhamed to 
have their names publiſned, although I ſhould not, and as 


they are tired of their opinions, although I am not, I thall 
not name them, 5 


The Jury, was not permitted to decypher the whole 
meaning of the Defendant, and to ſay what patiled in his 
Hs. | | 
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; mind at the time. But it is the faſhion of theſe times 0 


cry down by bell, book and candle every man who takes up 
opinions that other people are tired of, The Defendant 
who has publiſhed this Addreſs, has very great merit; the 
principles of it are juſt, and had they been eloathed in 
better language, he could not employ his time better than 
by publiſhing it again, I ſhall take the liber'y of reading 
the latter part of this publication: 


Petition then, with one voice, my friends and coun. 
trymen, for that ſhare in making your own laws to which, 
by the conſtitution, and the laws of nature, you are en. 
titled. Purſue the only courſe which can ever affect any 
conſiderable reduction of debts and of taxes, materially 
advance the intereſts of manufatturies and commerce IAI 
ſhort be Engliſhmen ! be free, proſperous, and happy 
And give your poſterity, the ſame cauſe to revere your 
memories, as you have to bleſs thoſe progemtors who leſt 
you an inheritance ina free conſtitution !“ 


I ſay this is what any man may and ought to publiſh in 
and out of jail, and I am perſuaded, that the adoption of 
theſe principles alone can ſave this country, Give the 
the Engliſh public the ſatis faction of enjoying their happy 
and glorious Conſlitution, and they will grapple in the 
defence of it, and no power under heaven will be ſuffici. 
ent to tear them from their allegiance. Our Conſtitu- 
tion is the ſanctuary of Engliſh liberty, and no govern- 
ment will be able to equal it; for I am perſuaded that it 
is deſtined, by the great Author of all nature, to be the 


| happieſt, the freeſt, and moſt gtorious country in the 


wo id. It was by the intrigue and corrupt practices ol 
courti-rs, that the Conſtitution, of France was pulled 
down, and the Conſti u ion of this country may be pulled 
own by the ſame means, 


With regard to the time in which the Defendant pub- 
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liſhed this paper, I apprehend my Lords, that no objeRtio, 
can fairly be made on that head; for it is well known that 
ſome time before this, Mr. GREY had given notice of 
bringing forward a petition before Parliament praying for 
a Parliamentary Reform, Now when this paper was 
originally written, there was a petitiun preſented, pray- 
ing for a Parliamentary Reform. This paper, this LIBEL, 
35 it is called, was originally compoſed and written by Mr. 
PITT, the DUKE OF RICHMOND, and other eminent 
perſops who ſtand high in his majeſty's favour! AND 
SHALL THE DEFENDANT BE SET ON THE PILLORY, 
FOR THAT WHICH SET THEM SO NEAR THE 
THRONE!!! Shall he be branded with the charge of 
ſedition, for only beinga humble copier, and for republiſh- 


ing that, which has been publiſhed ten years ago; and 


which, though circulated through every part of the country, 
has produced no ſedition ? My Client offered to produce 
a witneſs to prove, that this paper was originally compo. 
ſed by theſe Gentlemen, I conceive he had a right to 
rebut the ſeditious purpoſe that has been aſcribed to him, 
but this was refuſed. This 1s not all ; for on the part of 
the proſecution, evidence was examined to ſhew out of 
the caſe jtſelf, and upon topics ent exrrinfic, the general 
diſpoſition of the Defendant, For that purpoſe they 

roduced a witneſs to prove, that the Defendant cauſed 

is paper to be diſtributed by a man wearing a cap on his 

ead, on which were inſcribed the words Liberty and 
Equality.” This might have, and I believe actually had, 
an effect upon the minds of the Jury, Thus they receiv. 
ed evidence to inflame, and nothing to extenuate the caſe 
on the part of the Defendant.— ] ſay that ſ-ditivus inten- 
tion is not matter of law, but matter of fact, and vuche 
to have been left to the Jury, Theſe, my Lords are the 
obſervations that I have to ſubmit to your Lordſl. ips, aud 
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54 
I have no doubt but your Lordſhips, will do juſtice betweay 
the Defendant andthe Public. 


Mr. DAYRELL, and Mr. CLARK, proceeded on the 
ſame line or argument on the point of evidence, They 


maintained, chat the London Gazette ought not to havebeen, 


received as evidence that divers” Addreſſes, had been 
preſented to the King by various clafſes of his ſubjects; 
and ſecondly, that the evidence which was offered by the 
Defendant, to ſhew that he had no ſeditious purpoſe in 
publiſhing the Addreſs for a LN Re form, ag 
to have been received. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL. My Lords, I am very ſhortly: 
to anſwer the two objections that have been made to the 
reports of the learned Judge by my learned friends who. 
are Counſel for the Defendant. Iam perfectly ready to 
admit that if this Court ſhall think that there is any weight 
in theſe objections, the Defeadant ought unqueſtionably 
to have the full benefit of it. It is not enough that juſ- 
tice be adminiſtered, but the ſatisfactory adminiſtration of 
juſtice, is an object of the firſt importance. The firſt ob. 
jection now taken is, that ſufficient evidence was not given 
to the Court in the caſe of a material averment ; namely, 
to prove that Addreſſes had been preſented to the King 
by various bodies of his ſubjects. I conceive it would be 
extremely difficult to make out theſe objections as ſup- 
ported by any principle of law. The objection might be 
as well ſtated in this way © How do you prove them to be 
Addre ſſes at all?“ And until you prove that, you prove 
nothing. I thought when I heard this objection firſt, it 
wonld embarreſs the diſcuſſion at the other part of the caſe, 
and had I been aware of it, the better way would be to 
poſtpone the ſubjett, becauſe it is not only my duty to 
conſider the objection, but becauſe there is a great deal of 
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authority upon the queſtion; but I ſhall now, with your 
Lordſhip's permiſſion, proceed upon the whole cafe. I 
was aware that objections might be offered to the Procla- 
mation, as being evidence of the act of his majeſty, but 
this cannot be inſiſted upon with any effect. Nor can 4 


better objection be ſtarted againſt the Gazette, If learned 


Gentlemen are pleaſed{o perſiſt in theſe objections, I muſt 


tell them that they have to encounter, not only the uni- 
form practice of this Court for one hundred years paſt, 
but alſo the clear deciſion of Loxp Horx, and that up- 
on a principle which removes the preſent obje ddion en- 
tirel“; which-is, that in the opinion of that learned 
Judge it was a high miſdemeanour for any perſon to notify 
an act which can only be done by the King, and that all 
legal means for that notification ſhould be reſerved for 
the King alone. The medium for that purpoſe. is the Ga- 
zette, I will tell your Lordſhips what I underſtand the 
Gazette to be. A Gazette is a publication, evidence, and 
notification of a royal act, be it what it may, and all the 
public acts of his majeſty are notified in the Gazette. Hav- 
ing made theſe obſervations upon the evidence, I muſt now 
take notice of what my learned friend, MR. ErSKiNE, 
was pleaſed to throw out upon my elf. He called me the 
ſervant of certain perſons in power; an expreſſion which 
he afterwards ſeemed to qualify, and ro allow me to be the 
ſervant of the Crown, I can only ſay that the fentiments 
which I entertained when it pleaſed his majeſty to call 
tor my ſervices, I entertain now; I have often expreſſed 
them on queſtions of Parliamentary Reform, and on other 
labje and have differed, perhaps, from thoſe who are high- 
eſt in his majeſty's confidence, That has n-ver yet been the 
cauſe of the leaſt uneaſineſs to me. I ſhall always retain 
the independence with waich I commenced ; and the mo- 
ment I am calied upon to act in a manner that is incon- 
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ſiſtent with that ſpirit, that moment will 1 abaridon the 
office which I now hold. As to the point of law .reſpe&t 
ing 1he evidence of the trial, I might be content with ſays 
ing that MR. JusTIC: W1L$SON, had no doubt upon the 
point, and all who had the pleaſure to know that learned 
Judge, admitted his merit, both as a lawyer and a man.— 
The nature of the evidence has been already ſtated with 
ſufficient accuracy and precifion, and i humbly conceive 
that every thing that can be neceſſary in this caſe to con- 
vey information to the Court, appears upon the face of the 
Report, The Defendant, your Lordſhips ſee, has been 
convicted for ſelling a book called, An Addreſs to the 
Addreſſers,“ the nature of which I am perſuaded the De- 
fendant could not be ignorant of, and if a man will conti. 


nue to ſell a book of this kind and cannot 7-retend to be 


ignorant 


Mr. ExsKkIN E. My Lords, I have ſaid nothing upon 
the contents of that book. I ſhall reſerve what remains 
for me to urge in favor of the Defendant 


Loxd KENVON. The buſineſs of the day is to exa. 
mine into all the merits of this caſe. I wiſh to appriſe all 
parties that all the buſineſs upon this ſubj ect is to be gone 


through. ; 


ArroRNTY GENERAL. I have already obſerved that 
the Deſendant could not be ignorant of the tendency of 
the publication called “ 42 Addreſs to the Addreſſers.“ 
1 believe he publiſh-d the ſecond Libel with as much 
knowl-dze of the tendency of i, and wi h the ſame int ent- 
And as o the obſervation made by my learned friend 

in. ER5&1NE, or rather the queſtion which he put to 
me Whe ler 1 ſhould think of proſecuting him for the 
* ,piaions which he has ſent into the woxld with his on 
nate te them.? I will tell him candidly, that if he goes 
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to the Freetmaſon' s Tavern, or to any. other ſuch public 
place, where ſuch ſocieties are held, with this paper in his 
poſſeſſion, and with a Label on his head or breaſt, with the 


words © Liberty and Equality on it, and the cap of Li- 
berty on his head, I will proſecute even him. 


With regard to the queſtion of a Parliamentary Reform, 
aſubjeRt of which the ſecond paper treats, can only ſay, 
that it is one Which ought to be more accurately explained 
than I have ſeen it yet, before I can form a diſtin& opinion 
on it, I know it is a ſubjeft of very weighty conſider. 
ation, and has intereſted the minds of the wiſeſt and beſt 
people in this country ; but no man ſhould be allowed to 
diſturb the peace of a nation which enjoys the moſt free 
- and happy conſtitution upon earth, and for which we ought 
to expreſs our gratitude to God; for I verily believe that 
in all this world, ſince he framed it, there has not been 
eſlabliſhed a government which for all political bleſſings 
can be compared with our on: whoſoever therefore ſhall 
endeavour, by any means, to ſubvert it, or leſſen the eſ- 
teem which the people have for it, deſerves to be ſeverely 
puniſhed. For my own part, I muſt confeſs freely that ag 
to a Reform, as it is called, of Parliament, I think it an ob- 
ject of ſuch magnitude, and involving points of the great- 
eſt difficulty, that I am afraid that a man poſſeſſſed of the 
deepeſt penetration and the greateſt political ſagacity, will 
never, upon that ſubjeR, be able to give us an adequate 
conſideration for the riſk of any alteration It is ſaid that 
this paper was publiſhed ten years ago, and that no com- 
plaint was then made againſt the tendency of it. But is 
the conduct of parliament ten years ago to be compared 
with the time when this paper was republiſhed ? The De- 
fendant, after ſeeing the effect of publiſhing and diſſemina- 
ting theſe pernicious doctrines all over the kingdom, comes 
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forward with his paper, to aſſiſt the ſpirit that was then 
raiſed, without having the fairneſs to ſtate that it was a 
paper publiſhed ten years ago. What has been the conduct 
of the Detendant ? Why, that of malrcroufly ſtirring up 
and reviving doctrines that were dangerous to the Conſtitu. 
tion, at a time when it was likely that, if ſpread, they 
would do much miſchief, What does he mean to prove? 
Does he mean to ſay that in reality he had no Teditious 
intention when he publiſhed this paper? Does he mean 
to ſay, that becauſe this paper was publiſhed by the Con- 
ſtitutional Society, the London Correſponding Society, 
or any where elſe, that therefore his intentions in publiſh. 
ing the paper were innocent ?—My learned friend, Mr. 
ER$KINE, aſked me whether I ſhould proſecute him if he 
had ſent forth any thing with his name, concerning a 
Re form of Parliament. God forbid I ſhould proſecute any 
man for temperately diſcuſſing that ſubjett, or any other 
ſubject; but I will tell him as a friend, that he will deal 
out hard meaſures for himſelf, if he will undertake to be 


a accountable before your Lordſhips for every dottrine 


maintained by many individuals of the Society of which 
he is a member, and to which he is an ornament, I will 
tell your Lordſhips freely, that if my learned friend had 
publiſhed this paper under all the circumſtances with which 
this Defendant publiſhed it, I ſhould have been a traitor to 
my country if I heſitated a moment in bringing him for- 
ward as a Defendant before your Lordſhips, as I have 
brought forward the preſent Defendant, and I now ak 
of your Lordſhips whether you think of him as I do.— 
As to the evidence which was preferred on the behalf of 
the Defendant, at the trial, I fay it would have proved 
nothing, for it could only amount to this: that this paper 
was publiſhed before, by ſomebody elſe; what has that 
to do with this charge againſt the Defendant ? But your 
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Lordſhips are called upon now to hold this propoſi: ion, 
That it is competent to one man to publiſh in a court 
of Juſtice, the opinions of other people upon a Libel with 
a view to ſhew, that theſe other perſons held the ſame doc- 
trines as the Defendant, Your Lordſhips will. ſee the 
length which this propoſition leads to. If MR, ERSKINE- 
is to be allowed this for the Defendant, I muſt be allowed. 
ſomething of the ſame ſort tor the proſecution. It he 
gives the opinion of ſome perſons in favor ot the paper, 
I ſhall give the opinion of Juries upon the ſame dottrine , 
and then the Defendant would be in a worſe fiiuation than 
if he had not offered that ſort of evidence; therefore I 
think the learned Judge was not only right in ſtrifineſs 
of law, but alſo kind to the Defendant in rejeding this ſort 
of evidence. L 


The next thing to he conſidered, is the law upon this 
queſtion, What is the preſent limitation of what ie call- 
ed the Liberty of the Preſs ? I ſay that under that limi- 
tation, this paper is a ſcandalous Libel, I take the law 
with regard to the Preſs to be this; That you may dif. 
cuſs the moſt important points it you pleaſe, You may 
abuſe the Conſtitution if you pleaſe, and the general 
form of our Government; provided you chuſe to be an- 
ſwerable in a Court of Law. Now I aſk, is this Paper, 
or is it not, a ſcandalous and infamous Libel, traducing 
and vilifying the exiſting magiſtracy of the country ?— 
Now is this the way that the grievances of the people- of 
this country, F they feel any, are to be redreſſed ?  ., . 


* Parliaments choſen as they now are, and continuing 
for ſeven years as they now do, will ever be compoſed, 
for the moſt part, of a few faQtions, under the guidance 
of particular noblemen, perpetually contending for the 
: power and emoluments of office, The common ſols 
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« dierv of theſe ſeveral actions, like that of all other 
« ſtand'ng armies, is made up of mercenaries, from the 
« moſt idle and profligate orders of the — 
* Who ſo idle, as men of pleaſure, and the vicious part 
* of our nob'lity and gentry ? Who ſo profligate, as mur. 
„ dering nabobs, proſtitute lawyers, and unprincipled ad” 
« venturers, who, through the iniquity of corrupt elec. 
* tions, make their way into Parliament, and there let out 
* their tongues and their votes for hire?“ 


Is this treating Parliament fairly ? Is this merely inſorm. 
ing the public of a fact, or is it a temperate commentary ? 
Is the whole Parliament corrupt? or are there not men 
among them, who by the bleſſing and providence of God, 
are ſuch as will be praiſed by poſterity, and perhaps make 
future ages wiſh they had ſuch men among them as theſe 
are, to guide their counſels ?—Tf perſons will publiſh com- 
mentaries on Parliament let them do juſtice to its Characy 
ter and to the differe: Y men in it; and et them make a jury 
believe, that when they diſcuſs any public matter, they 
diſcuſs it temperately, and then a queſtion will never ariſe 
between any Defendant and myſelf before y our Lordſhips, 
—One ſentence more and 1 have done. It is ſaid that 
Mr. JusTics W1rsoN omitted ſomething which he 
ought to have laid before the jury in favor of the Defen- 
dant. I cannot poſſibly conceive how that learned Judge 
could have done more for the Defendant than he did ; for, 
after ſumming up the wbole of the evidence, he aſked the 
Jury this queſtion, © Are you ſatisfied that the Defendant 
** publiſhed this Paper with a ſeditious intent de The Jury 
ſaid they were ſatisfi d he publiſhed it with a ſeditious in- 


tent, and therefore they found the Defendant guilty. 


Theſe, my Lords, are all the obſervations 1 have to ſub- 
mit, Wich regard to myſelf, 1 can only ſay, that 1 have 
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done my duty as my conſcience has directed me, and if 
ſatisfy that, I ſhall not give myſelf trouble about what 6 


people may think of me. 


Mi. ERSKIN E. My Lords, am I now uns to ad. 
dreſs your Lordſhips for the Defendant ? — | 


LoaD KENYON. I take the rule to be, that the Ad- 
vocate for the priſoner commences the caſe and ſpeaks 
generally, either againſt judgment, or in mitigat ion of pu- 
niſhment, and therefore the ATTORNEY GENERAL is'to 
ipeak laſt, 


Mr. Exsx1wns. I apprehend, my Lords, that I am net 
in the ſituation which your Lordſhip ſeems to think I am, 
I think I have a right to {peak in mitigation. 


Loxd Kenyon. I think the major part of your Ad- 
dreſs, Mr. ERx$SKINE, was in mitigation of puniſh+ 
ment, Almoſt the whole of it appeared to be ſo. How- 
ever, as you deſire it, you will now go on in mitigation of 


- 


puniſhment, 


Mr. Ex$KINE. That is not the point at all, my Lord, 
The queſtion is, whether I am not to hear the ATTOR» 
NET GENERAL upon the whole matter before the Coun, 
and reply ? - » 


Load KENnYoN. It there is a rule to guide the Court, 
and I underſtand there is, as I have ſtated, you are not, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, entited to proceed. We certainly ſhall 
not pronounce Judgment to day, bu: all the buſineſs from 
the Bar muſt be finiſhed in this caſe. You have rejected 
the idea of moving in arreſt of judgment, and if you have 
«ny thing to addreſs to the Court in mitigation of puniſh- 
ment, I wiſh you would now be ſo good as to ſay it. | 
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Mr. ERxsK INE. The two Papers of which the Defen\ 
dant ftands charged, are diſtinct and ſeparate. I ſhall not 
addreſs the Court upon the firſt, becauſe there are Judg. 
ments upon that publication already. I ſhall therefore 
leave my Client upon that part of his caſe entirely to the 
mercy of the Court, ſeeing as they do, that he has done 
every thing in his power to extenuate, for he diſcontinued 
the ſale on the inſtant it was complained of. With re. 
gard to the other Publication, unqueſtionably he ſtands in 
a different ſituation, for by publiſhing the ſecond Paper, 
he certainly meant nothing but that which as a ſubjett of 
this country he thought he might legally do, not ſeeking 
to produce or occaſion any of the anarchy or confuſion 
which has been ſo much talked of. If I cannot lay any 
thing further on the point of law, I muſt leave my Client 


in your Lordſhips' hands. 


Lord KEnyYON. I hope that this doctrine will never 
go forth into the world, that a man may ſafely and legally 
publiſh what has been publiſhed before, provided it has 
not been the ſubjett of a criminal proſecution in a Court 
of Juſtice. If any man adopts that doctrine his judgment 
muſt be very much perverted indeed All the miſchief 
may be done that a publication can do, if no legal ſleps can 
be taken till ſomebody has been arreſted upon that account. 


"I hope that the tranſactions of this day, and ſome of the 
tranſattions of this Term, will not be quoted as the autho- 
rities for the Court to proceed by, Iam extremely ſorry 
that any thing has been applied to this caſe, which did not 
ariſe out of the Judge's Report, I will ſay nothing of 
the character of the late Six John WILSON, who tried 
theſe Intormations ; nor will I make any remarks on his 
Reports, but ſhall leave them entirely on the character 
which that gentleman has carried with him to the graves 
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I am very ſorry at ſome of the remarks that have been 
made on the reports of- che. Judges, The cfaracder of_ 
the Judges is public property, anduf they have done any 
thing amiſs, they ought to be cenſured. But if not their 
characters ought to be reſpected, otherwiſe the moſt miſs 
chievous conſequences will ariſe to the public. I do not 
aim this at any body, I aſſure you, but I ſpeak it from the 
conviction of my own mind, and feel _] bound to lay 
thus much, 


It cannot but occur to every perfon's obſervation, that 
as long as parties exiſt in the country, (and perhaps it is 
for the good of the country that parties ſhould exiſt toa cer- 
tain degree, becauſe they keep miniſters on their guard in 
their conduct) they will have their friends and adherents» 
A great political character, who held a high ſituation in 
this country, ſome years ago, but who is now dead, uſed to 
ſay that Miniſters were the better for being now and then a 
little peppered and ſalted. And while theſe parties exiſt, 
they will have their friendſhips and attachments, which 
will ſometimes diſpoſe them to wander from argument to. 
declamation. And this is very often the caſe with reſpe& 
to queſtions relating to Libels, 


The preſent queſtion ſeems to lie in the leaſt compaſs in 
the world, and to relate to points ſo long and ſo clearly 
fettled, that no doubt can remain with reſpeft to them. 
Both the points, to my mind, appear as clear as the fun. 
No man ever yet doubted but that the Gazette was evid- 
ence of all matters of ſtate. And therefore I am per fectly 
ſatisfied that the opinion of Six Joh W11$0N formed 
at the trial, was perſectly corrett, 


Another queſtion is, whether 8 or another 
Ought not to have been admitted in evidence that was re 
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fuſed by the learned Judge at the Aſſizes. And it was fais 
that if that evidence had been admitted, it would have 
i gone to the innocence of the Defendant, In anſwer to 
1 that, I can only ſay, that this evidence which was not ad. 
1 mitted, is not to be found in the judges“ Report, and our 
determination ruſt proceed on wha! appears on the face of 
the Report. No m. tion in arreſt of Judgment can be 
made upon account of either of theſe two points as far 
as I can ſee. I verily believe no one man can entertain 
x doubt but that when four days are paſt, the ſeaſon for 
moving for a new trial is over, It is competent after that, 
and any time before judgment, to move in arreſt of Judg- 
ment, and if the reaſons which are adduced by the Coun- 
ſel ſnall appear to the Court to have weight, they will in- 
terfere. And if when the Defendant is brought up for 
Judgment, and no application is made on his part, yet if 
the Court perceive any error in the Report, the Court 
will interpoſe, as in mercy they ought, ' | 


1 Mr. Jusrick AsnuRsT, faid he entirely concurred 
1 in opinion with Lord Kenyon on both points. I think, ; 
| ſaid he, the Gazette was as properly admitted to prove that , 
Addreſſes had been preſented to the King in conſequence 0 

of his moſt gracious proclamation. And ] am alſo of opi- 

mion that the evidence which was 1efuſed by the learned 

Judge on the trial of the other Information was properly 

rejefted, It has been ſaid that if this paper is a Libel 
T4 nom, it was alſo a Libel ten years ago. I am not certain Pp, 
N of the truth of that propoſition. I conceive that a writing 15 

[* may be a Libel at one time which 2s not ſo at another. 


1 Mr. JusTict BULLER. The only two caſes which 
| apply to the preſent, are the KING and Goucn, and the 
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King and ATKINSON. In the firſt of theſe two caſes; 
LoRD MANSFIELD ſaid, ** we maſt either grant a ne, 
« trial, or defer judgment for ever. The reſult of theſe 
two caſes is no more than this: If you do not move for a 
new trial within four days; you cannot be heard at all. 
The only reſource left is either to move in arreſt of 
judgment ; (I take 1t that it is god time to move in arreſt 
of judgment at any time e judgment is pronounced) 
or you may addreſs yourſelf to the Court in mitigation of 
runiſhment, And if in the courſe of that Addreſs, the 
Court ſee that injuſtice was done, they will imerfere,. _ 
not otherwiſe, | | 


— — 
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As te the queſtion whether the Gazette is good evidence 
to prove that Addreſſes were, preſented to the King, 2 
think that can hardly be made a queſtion. At the ſame 
time I am of opinion that was an imma: erial averment in 
the Information, and that therefore it was unnecelilacy to / 


give evidence of it; 
* 


As to the ſecond objection I think there is no force ih 
it, but I muſt not enter into it, as it does not ariſe out 


of the Report, and I conceive we are bound to confine 
our ſelves to the Report. 


Mr. Jusrick GROSE was of the fame opinion, 
Iloxkd KENYoON., The Defendant mult be HOI 4x# 


was accordingly, as before, taken to the Kings Bench 
Priſon —On the Wedneſday following 1 was again brought 
lp to receive the Judgment of the Court.—I ſhall make 
19 apology, for laving before You the Speech which Mr, 


Juice Aſhurſt addrefſed to me previous to paſhng the 


le entence, 


1 


Tux ATTORNEY GENERAL once more had the troubls 
ol moving the Court for Judgment. 
| K 
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Mr. Jusrrex AsnursT. DANIEL Hort, you have 
been tried and found guilty on two ſeveral Indictments for 
printing and publiſhing two very atrocious Libels: the 
one entiled “ An Addreſs to the Addreſſers" and the other 
entitled * An Addreſs to the Tradeſmen, Mechanics, Labour. 
ers, and other Inhabitants of the town of Newark, on th; 
ſubjeft of a Parliamentary Reform.” 
The firſt of theſe Libels, alludes to his majeſty's moſt 
gracious Proclamation, which is in every body's memory, 
and to the Adireſles of loyalty ſent from all parts of the 
kingdom in conſequence of it, Theſe loyal Addreſſes 
very much counteracted the deſigns of men of ſuch ade. 
ſcription as the author ef this publication. The general 
tendency of this Libel is to bring his majeſty's Proclama. 
tion into contempt, and to inſinuate that theſe Addreſſes 
did not contain the genuine ſentiments of the loyalty of 
his majeſty's ſubjects, but that they had been ſet on foot 
dy corrupt and intereſted men ;—that the ſyſtem of our 
Government was a ſyſtem of tyranny and oppreſſion ;— 
and that the formation of it was radically bad, and want- 
ing Reformation ;—and that a Parliamentary Reform ws 
to be brought about by the People only, and not by the 
Parliament of Great Britain. And it daringly recom- 
mends a National Convention, to be held as the proper 
means of Reform. This publication alſo tends to traduce 
and vilify all Kingly Governments in this and all the coun- 
tries of Europe, and boldly calls on the ſubjedts of thi 
kingdom to inſurreftion and revolt: and inſinuates that 
[| the example of a neighbouring nation was proper to be fol- 
* lowed in this. 
7 This Paper falls very little ſhort of High treaſon, and 
Vit certainly ſtands in the very firſt rank of ſedition. 


1 | The ſecond of theſe Libels moſt groſsly and impudent! 


1 
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aſperſes the Parliament of this kingdom, and brands them 
with the imputation of venality and corruption, and calls 
for a Parliamentary Reform, As to the mode by which 
that Reform was to be conducted, this paper does not ſo 
largely enter into it; that had been ſufficiently pointed 
out by the former publication, entitled An Addreſs to - 
the Addreſſers,” which recommends. it io be done by a 
National Convention, The bloody adviſers of ſuch a 
meaſure have been acting a ſcene in a neighbouring coun- 
try, which when we look upon it we have the ſtrongeſt 
realon to congratulate ourſelves on our own conditio n 
when compared with the tyranny, rapine, murder, and 
deſoletion, which have ravaged that unfortunate country, 


It has been alledged, in extenuation of your crime, that 
you were not the author or the firſt publither of this 
Pamphlet. But how does that apply in your favour ?— 
Was it not enough that ſuch a horrid produttion had been 
once ſtifled in the birth, and muit you fofler and nouriſh 
the unnatural and diabolical offspring, and give it freſh 
life and exiſtence, Though the nation in general had 
ſhewn their abhorrence and deteſtation of the doctrines 
contained in this publication, yet you were determined to 
cram it down the throats of his majeſty's ſubjects. 


What has been ſaid in extenuation for the ſecond pub. 
lication, can ſtand you in little ſtead, Wuth reſpect to the 
ſubje& of the publication, that it was publiſhed ten years 
ago, and that you only republiſhed it, and there fore are 
innocent, and that it could only mean the Parliament 
which then exiſted, and not the preſent Parliament of 
Great Britain. Let any man of common ſenſe take that 
paper in his hand, and ſay, whether the utmolt extent of 
charity can conſider it a ſimple innocent republication 
If you had meant it in that view, why not publiſh it with, 

K 2 
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the ancient title, and why not ſtate that it was publiſhed 
in ſuch a year. Tho' even if you had done that, 1t ought 
not inevitably to retain one ſenſe; but you yourſelf 
give it a preſent application. You addreſs it to the 
« Tradeſmen, Mechanics, Labourers, and other Inhabi. 
tants of the Town of Newark, on the ſubject of a Parlia. 
mentary Reform.” How are they to know that ever it 
was publiſhed before ? how can they apply it but to the 
pieſent exiſting Parliament of Great Britain? The learn- 
ed Judge who tried this Information, left the cafe to the 
Jury, in a fair and candid way, He put this queſtion to 
them: Are you ſatisfied that the Defendant publiſhed 
this paper with a malicious intent, or not? "'—There 
could not be two opinions on the ſubject among honeſt 
men, and the jury found you guilty, 


The malignity of this paper having been eſtabliſhed by 
the Jury, it only remains for this 'Comt to do its office, 
This Court will alwavs know to temper mercy with jul- 
tice where there is room for it, but here there is no pal- 
liation, As to the firſt of theſe Libels, at leaſt, your 
own Counſel owned that nothing could be faid for you. 
It behoves then, this Court to try what can be done by 
the ſeverity of puniſhment. AND THOUGH THERE 
ARE BTT SMALL HOPES OF YOUR REFOR- 
MATION, it may at leaſt operate to deter* others from 


* How far the peculiar ſeverity of this extraordinary Sentence may 
operate in preventing others being guilty of the ſame atrocious crimes ; i. e. 
endeavouring to accompliſh a Parliamentary Reform, I will not take up- 


on myſelf to decide; but if one may frame an opinion of the ſentiments 

of the public on this ſubject from the following circumſtance, it appeal 6 
to have at preſent the direct contrary effed ; 

© Mauricts MARGAROT, at a late meeting of the Conv ENTION iy a 

7 


Scotland, propoſed and carried the following motion: 


That the thanks of this Cox vENT ION be tranſmitted to LozD Kt N 
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being guilty of the fame enormities. This Court has ta. 
ken the magnitude of your offence into their conſiderati- 
on, and this Court doth order and adjudge, that for the 
firſt Libel you pay a Fine to the King of FIFTY POUNDS, 
and that you be impriſoned in his majeſty's jail ot New 
gete, for the term of TWO YEARS. And that for the 
ſecond offence, you pay a further Fine of FIFTV 
POUNDS, and be impr;. ſoned in his majeſty's jail of 
Newgate for the further term of TWO YEARS, to bo 
computed from the expiration of your firſt impriſonment, 
and that after the expiration of your impriſoament, you 
find ſecurity for your good behaviour for the term of five 
years, yourſelf in 200l, and two Sureties in gol. each, and 
that you be impriſoned till ſuch fines be paid, and till ſuch 


Securities are found, as aforeſaid. 


On theſe proceedings in general, on the Sentence, and 
on the Speech which preceded it, I ſhall now take the 
liberty to make a few obſervations, and leave it to you, to 
appreciate their juſtice, truth and propriety, 


On the ſentiments, aſſertions, and language of. the 
* Addreſs to the inhabitants of Newark,” that ſcandalous, 
atrocious and infamous Label,” as the Attorney General 
terms, it, I ſhall make no remarks. The paper itſelf is 
before you; you will judge for yourſeives. And that 
you may have a fair opportunity of comparing this paper, 
with other writings on the ſame ſubje&, I ſubjoin in the 
Appendix, a copy of the DUxE or RicamonD's Let- 
ter lo Cot, SHARMAN, including a eopy of his Bill for 
4 Parliamentary Reform, Alſo, Mr. PiTT's Speech on a 


YON for the ſentence which he paſſed on Mx. HoLT, as al' ſuch proceedy 


ng tende PROMOTE the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reſo rn.“ 
Or acts, December 16 179g 
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Parliamentary Reform, &c. When you have made this 
compariſon; when you have contraſted the language and 
ſentiments of the one, with the language and ſenti. 
ments of the other, I perſuade myſelt that you will 
find yourſelves at a lofs to make out wherein confiſls 
that ſuperior * enormity. of my offence,” as Mr. JysTiICE 
AsKHURST calls it, over that of the Du KE of RICRMOxN 5, 
Rc. &c.— On that part of the ATTORNEY GENERA L's 
Speech, where he complains that- this paper brands the 
Parliament with the charge of “ corruption and venaluy;” 
J alſo ſhall offer no obſervations, but content myſelf with 


referring you for as an anſwer to the Life of Lord Chat. 


tam; DoDDINGTON'S Diary BurGH's Political Di/. 
quafitions ; Political Hiſtory of the Borough's of Great In. 
tain ; Petition and Ca/e of ION HoRNE Tooke ; State 
of the Repreſentation; by the SoClt TY OF THE FRIENDS 
OF THE PEOPLE; Petition of the FRIENDS of the Pro- 


PLE; &c. &c. &c. 


In the courſe of the Speech of the ATTORNEY Ge« 
NERAL, he took occaſi n to put this queſtion : “ Does 
* the Defendant mean to ſay, that in reality he had no ſe- 
* ditious inteation when he publiſhed this Paper?” 1 
anſwer, YES, I do mean to ſay ſo; and belore the Bar 
of the Britiſh Nation I now ſay it again, and to the lateſt 
moment of my exiſtence I ſhall continue to ſay, ** that 
IN REALITY I had NO ſeditious intention” when Ie. 


FE N and publihed this Paper! I will alſo ſay, that no 


evidence whatever was adduced, -or could be adduced to 
the Jury, to prove, that, in reality” I had any ſeditious 
intention in publiſhing this Addreſs, The averment in 
the Indictment, charging me with a ſeditious intention wat 
not proved, or attempted to be proved, by the leaſt evi 
dence whatever ; except indeed the ridiculous evidence 
of my old friend Mr. Bland, relative to the ſtill more 1* 
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dienlous ſtory of the words“ LIBERTY AND EQUALL 
TY,” being upon the cap of a PRINTER'S DEVIL, be 
taken as ſuffictent evidence of the © criminal,” the * ſedi. 
tious“ intention of my mind!!! For the fake of 'excil 
ting a little riſibility, I will allow that the principal is re. 
ſponſible for his agent; and ſuppoſing that the word 
* LIBERTY,” meant Licentiouſneſs, and EQUALITY,” 
Plunder, (an explanation candidly given by aſſociators) yet 
as it was the ſportive att of my ſervant, in mere boyiſh wane 
tonneſs, ſurely no more criminality attaches itſelf to me-on 
this occaſion, than there would to Mr. BLAND, were his 
apprentice to adorn his hcad with the Label of one of 
Mr. B's Gallipots, the Bermingham motto of CHURCH 
AND KING,” or any other ridiculous inſcription what= 
ever!—lIt is really aſtoniſhing to ſee how this wonderful 
ſtory of the PRINTER's DEVIL and his ſeditious Cap, hag 
been bandied about from Mr. BLAND to the NEWARK 
ASSOCIATION ; from the Aſſociation to the ATTORNFY 
GENERAL; and, like the ſnowball, gathering as it rolled 
along. But when men have {ome particular purpoſe to 
{erve, no matter how laughable or ridiculous the means; 
for 


Trifles light as air, 
Are to the jea/ous confirmations ſtrong, | 
As proofs of holy writ. Su ax r 48. 


Leaving this Gentleman and his Fools CAr to your 
mirth and deriſion, J haſten to reſume my remarks, 


How the jury were conſcientiouſly ſatisfied in their own 
minds, that I did publiſh it ſeditiouſly, when 70 evidence 
was produced to prove it, and when even one of the wit- 
neſſes for the proſecution, ſlated that I declared I would 
dot publith a Libel knowing it to be one; 1 ſay, how the 
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jury, with theſe circumſtan-es be ſore them, could cone 
enttouſly and without prejudice, find me Guilty of publiſh« 
| Ing with a ſeditious intent, is a myſlery too dark and in- 
tricate for me to explain, and entirely beyond the reach- 
of my abilities to develope. AI may lament it; I may re- 
gret that they were ſo eaſily ſatisfied and cri of a 
thing which J KNOW never exiſted; which was never 
proved, and which conſequent]y never can or will be pro- 
ved; I may lament that ſo fatal a blow has been given for 
a time to the Liberty.of the Preſs ; that the ration more 
than myſelf is injured ; I may do this but I can do no 
more; except thus throwing myſelf upon the candour 
and juſtice of the public, in the well grounded hope that 
they will reviſe the proceedings, and reverſe the verdidt. 


The Attorney General next goes on to ſtate this queſ- 
tion, Does the Defendant mean to ſay that becauſe this 
© paper was publiſhed by the Conſtitutional Society, the 
* London Correſponding Society, (he ſhould have ſaid the 
Society at the 1hatched Houſe Tavern) or any where elſe 
* that therefore his intention in publiſhing the paper were 
innocent? I anſwer YES IAI the intentions of the 
ciety in publiſhing this paper were innocent SO WER 
MINE! It the intentions of the Duk E of RIcHñuON D 
in publiſhing this paper were innocent—SO WERE 
MINE !—Have not I a right to have the ſame favorable 
conſtruction put upon my intentions, as theſe gentlemen 
have upon theirs ?—Zut I beg pardon, Mr. JUSTICE 
ASHURST here ſteps i in, and gravely tells me,“ a writing 
may be Libel at one time which is not ſo at another!“ 
Here is the authority which reconciles the difference be- 
tween my ſituation, and the ſituation of the authors of the 
Paper ; they, for writing it, are, as Mr. ER SKIN E obſerved 
< baſking in the ſunſhine of royal favor,” and 1, for pub- 
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Jiſhing it, am provided with a ſaug apartment on the State 


Side of NEWGATE, for the fe period ene 
- TWO YEARS!!! 


| I now come to the ſpeech which was addreſſed” to me 
by Mr. JusTICE ASHURST, previous to his paſling ſen- 
tence, Speaking of the“ Addreſs to the Adare Vers,“ he 
ſays, © Was it not enough that ſuch a horrid production 
« had been once ſtilled in the birth, muſt, you foſter and 
„ nouriſh the unnatural and diabolical offspring, and give 
TY freſh life and exiſtence ? Though the nation in gene- 
« ral had ſhewn their abhorrence and deteſtation of the 
« doftrines contained in this publication, yet you were 
determined to cram it down the throats of his majeſty” 5 
« ſubjects. I muſt coufeſs myſelf a little at a loſs to 
comprehend the preciſe meaning of this ſentence. If it 
means to aſſert, that previous to che period when 
1 ſold the Addreſs to the Addreſſers, it had 
been pronounced a Libel in any Court of Judica- 
ure, I muſt ſay that the knowledge of ſuch an event has 
never reached me, and I will thank Mr. JusT1cs As H- 
VR8T to point it out. 1 am told on all hands, that the 
firſt c onviction on this production, was that of Mr. Hol- 
LAND, Printſeller, London, who was tried and convicted 
at Hicks's Hall, February 2g, 179g. This Iam well per- 
ſuaded was the firſt conviction on the Addieſs to the Ad- 
dreſſers ; now, my information for ſelling this publication 
was filed againſt me ſometime in December, 1792, Two 
MONTHS PREVIOUS TO THAT EVENT TAKING 
PLACE; therefore it inconteſtibly follows, that I did not 
ſell it AFTER it had been legally declared a Libel ; and 
of courſe the high ſounding charge of toſtering the un- 
natural and diabolical offspring,” &c. &c. as applied to me 
falls forceleſs to the ground, —If the above quoted ſen- 
L 


ancient title, and ſtate that it was publiſhed in ſuch a 
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tence does not allude to a previous conviction for pub- 
lining the © Addreſs to the: Addreſſers,” I confeſs I muſt 
give it up as perfectly unintelligible. It is indeed, true, 
that the Rights of Man had a few weeks before been de. 
clared a Libel ; but what had that to do with the © Ad. 
dreſs to the Addrefſers,” a diſtin and ſeparate publication; 
No man will fay that the verdi& againſt the Reghts of Man 
was an implicated verdict againſt all the writings of Mx, 
PAINE? The aſſertion is too abſurd to be made by any 
other than fools or ideots;; this being the caſe, what am 
I to make of theſe obſervations of the Judge as applied to 
me! But I draw no concluſions; I make no comments; 
Lord KEN VON has ſaid ** that the characters of Judges 
ought to be reſpected, I therefore © enter not on holy 


ground,” 
I am next aſked, * why I did not publiſh it with itz 


year ?'—Why this was not done, was no buſineſs of mine. 
I publiſhed it according to the order of thoſe who em- 
ployed me. I was only an Agent, a meie Printer. But, 
as by a. fiction of law, I am ſuppoſed to be the prinun 
mobile of all this ſedition, I will endeavour. to give an 
anſwer. In the eye of common ſenſe, I imagine, it is of 
little conſequence, to whom the Paper in queſtion was ad- 
dreſſed, or what title was given to it, provided, not 4 
a word of the text was changed. —Would it have been 
leſs criminal had the old title been retained, and it had 
been addrefled to the [nhabitants of Nottingham inſtead 
of Newark ? Mr. JusTICE ASHURST himſelf ſhall make 
the anſwer :—hear him ! © Though even if you had done 
that, it ought not inevitably to have retained one ſenſe.— 
Fellow Townſmen, are you ſatisfied with the anſwer ? 


After having aſked me why I did not retain the old 
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iicle, and then telling me that if I had “ it would not ine- 
vitably have retained one ſenſe,” i. e. it would have been 
of no uſe; Mr. JusTicE ASHURST goes on to afk"*hew 
the A © 430 of Newark were to know that it ever was 

publiſhed before ? how can they apply it but to the preſent 
exiſting Parliament of Great Britain?“ Whether you 
knew it had been publiſhed before or not, my Fellow Town? 
men, we have already ſeen would have been of no conſe- 
quence either to you or to myſelf. But the laſt queſtion, 
viz, © how can they apply it but to the preſent exiſting 
Parliament ot Great Britain?“ you can all-aniwer for 
yourſelves, and your anſwer will be much in my- favor, 
This Paper ſtates, that the national Debt was at the time 
of its firſt publication, in 178g, only TWO HUNDRED 
AND SEVENTY MILLIONS ; now every man/knows, and 
feels too, eſpecially 25 Swiniſu Multitude, who com- 
monly feel it moſt heavily, that taxes of all kinds have 


multiplied prodigiouſly ſince the year 1782, you all know 


this, my fellow Townſmen,'to be the truth; and the pe- 
riodical return of thoſe uſeſul men called tax Gatherers 
ſerve to keep it alive in your recollection. It is as clear 
as that when you are in the field you can ſee the light of hea- 
ven without paying for it, Nothing can be plainer, than 
that an increaſe of the National Debt brings an increaſe of 
Ta.es, therefore, at the beginning of the year 179g, the 
time when I republiſied this paper, the Nahonal Debt a- 
mounted to upwards of TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY; 
MILLIONS ; TWENTY MILLIONS more than what the 
Paper ſtates it to be | ! ! Now can any man of common 
ſenſe ſuppoſe, that if this Paper had been publiſhed to 
anſwer the purpoſes which have been ſo liberally aſcribed 
to it, ſo favourable a topic would have beer overlooked ? 
-—would it have omitted ſo weighty, and ſo arch e eir. 
2 
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cumſtance in favor of a Parliamentary Reform? Had it 
been intended to apply to the preſent times, would it not 
have ſlated the national debt as it exiſted in 179g ?—The 

argument is irreſiſtible, It is an unanſwerable proof that 
the paper applied to paſt Parliaments, and to aft events 


only. | | + 
I ſhall now return my public thanks to Mx. JU STICE 
Asn uns r for the Compliment he paid me. Whether 
intentional or not, is of no conſequence, He did me the 
honor to remark, when ſpeaking of my principles, that, 
there were but ſmall hopes of my reformation U'— What 
my political principles are, I believe, the public will find 
Tooſely,but candidly fcattered thro' the ill-written pages of 
this feeble Vindication. Such as they are, they have coſt 

me ſome pains to acquire, and ſome anxiety to eſtabliſh, 
I have not taken them up without deliberation, nor with. 
out the conſcientious approbation of my own heart. For 
them I have ſuſtained much obloquy and perſecution; 
for them I now ſuffer impriſonment, and in their defence, 
it ever that ſhall be neceſſary, the laſt drop of my blood 
Mall be ſhed. —Such are my principles; In an age of almoſ 
univerſal deſertion and direlittion of all principle; in the 
midſt of unbluſhing political inconſiſtency, Ithink it an ho- 
nor to be told from the Bench, that there © are ſmall hopes 
of my reformation,” that is, a change in my opinions. I 
proud of the compliment !—Qn the ſentence, unexampled 
in the teeming annals of unrelenting legal ſeverity, my re- 
marks will be ſhort. Every man of humanity will make them 
for himſelf, —One thing I ſhall only mention, and which 
no man who thinks that the /ame crimes ought to have the 
Jame puniſhments, will read without aftoniſhment. It i 
this: The ſentence paſſed upon me for ſelling the Ad. 
greſs to the Adareers” exceeds in ſeverity, that paſled 
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von Ma. SYMONDS and Mx. RPC Wav, the brigindt 


pablider of this production, by one year of impriſonment 
and by an additional Fine of thirty Pounds: their ſentences 


for the ſame Hence being only one years re 5 


and a ſine of rr pounds each 11! 


Such are the * and ſuch are the conſe- 
quences of thoſe proceedings which have taken place 
againſt me, at the inſtigation of a ſet of men, 
whom I bluſh to call my Fellow Citizens !—Mali- 
cious, unfeeling, infatuated men!—In the midſt of 
your infuriate zeal to ruin my intereſts, and accompliſh tlie 
overthrow of ſo obſcure7an indiy; dual as mylelt, you per- 
ceive not the © ſtrong rod of iron,” which ye are for ging 
for yourſelves, or your innocent poſterity! Blinded by 
intereſt and paſſion, ye ceaſe to remember, that perſecution 
ts ever the forerunner of deſſ ot: :/m, and that, oppreſſion uſu- 
ally recoils on the head f the opprefſor !* Whilſt ye are 
thus fooliſhly perſuading yourſelves that ye are laudably 
employed in ſupporting by oppreſſion a conſtitution which 
uniformly diſclaims it; ye are effectually ſapping the foun- 
dations of Liberty, and paving the way for the introduction 
of tyranny, and the aggrandiſement of a few artful, un- 
principled individuals at your own expence. If ſuch 
meaſures continue, a few years will feelingly convince 
you of the folly and iniquity of your unmanly conduct. 
If ſuch ſhould be the caſe, ye will then Anm., that inſtead 
of ſupporting the Liberty of your Country, ye have been em- 
ployed in forging fetters for yourſelves ! !! 
Adverting to the conſequences of theſe trials, I ſhould 
ſuppoſe, every reaſonable man would have thought that 


* Who fills the Cup of Woe for others Taſte, 


Shall drink the baneful Draught. (4; 
Evx1ie, AGA MEM: 


P 


5 A teryzn re run 
the law of Libels, from its uncertainty, was ſuffitiently 
oppreſſive before, without theſe Aſſociators combining 
together to render it ſtill more ſo. Though the Liber. 
ty of the Preſs has recently received ſome addition 
from the exertions of Mr. Fox, yet the Law of Libel, ſtill 
ſands much in needof explanation. This Law, as it now 
3s, and as it isat preſent enforced by Aſſociations, operates 
in ſome meaſure like the Exciſe laws; but tho' like them, 
in many of its prominent features, yet it is not equally in. 
telligible clear and diſtin. The Publicar, the Malſfter, 
the Starch Manufacturer, and Soap Boiler, know, and can 
immediately aſcertain, the preciſe limits of the Exciſe. 
man's attention, They know the bounds of the Iaw, and 
cannot through ignorance eaſily infringe it. But Book. 
ſellers and Printers poſſeſs no ſuch guide. The law has 
not made this crime ſpecific, therefore they are ignorant 
when they are right, or when they are wrong. The law 
of Libels is ſo involved in obſcurity, ſo uncertain in its 
operations ; ſo various and changeable at different times ; 
at different times ſo unintelligble and contradiftory ; that 
no man, however great his abilities, or however vigorous 
his underſtanding, has yet been found competent to givea 
true difinition of the word LIBEL, as he finds it uſed at 
various times in the proceedings of the Engliſh Courts of 
Law. What has been a falſe, ſcandalous, wicked 
and ſeditious Libel at one period, at another has 
been conſidered as a maſter piece of human genius; 
as containing the trueſt principles of Government, and 
the fineſt, and moſt rational principles of Liberty. The 
immortal work of ALGERNON SYDNEY is a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the truth of this obſervation, This work, which 
{lf in its day, excited as much clamour, and more fatal perſe- 
| a cution than the celebrated RicuTs or Man ;” is now 
univerſally eſteemed, admired and quoted, and publicly 
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fold, at preſent, in all, Bookſellers ſhops in the nation, 
I ſay at preſent, becauſe in the ſame ſyſtem of defining,” 
Libels continues, which convicted me of printing a Libel 


ten years after its original publication, | this famous produce 


tion of Sydney may again. become a Libel, and as the Aſs 
ſociators cannot behead its virtuous author avereagain, what 
knows, but they may dig up his bones, and hang them o 
2 gibbet, or“ tranſport them beyond ſeas, for the hace of 
FOURTEEN. YEARS”*/! Amidſt allthis ambiguity and 
perplexity, how can it be expected that idliterate Book» 
ſellers, unſkilled in the myſteries of“ legal lore,” ſhall ſuc- 
ceed, where there have been ſuch a contrariety of opinio 
and deciſions, and where ſo many men of the higheſt legal 
talents have failed. on "IS ; 1:0 


If theſe wretched, miſchievous Aﬀociatois are to have 
not only a local, but a general juriſdiction; if they are 
thus to ruin or reſtrict the Liberty of the Preſs, as ſuits 
heir inclinations or their intereſts ; ſurely they would 
have acted leſs like Inguiſitors had they drawn out for the 
Bookſellers the line of their duty, or pointed out what 
were the preciſe limits which a Printer could not paſs 
with impunity, Had they underſtood the conflitutional 
deſinition of the word © LIBEL,” or had the leaſt drop of 
the“ milk of human kindneſs ”” flowed in their veins, 
this coaduct would have been adopted. But it ſeems they 
know as little of the Conſtitution, and as little of huma- 
nity, as the Conſtitution and humanity know of them; 
which is but little indeed !—If this proſecuting ſyſ- 
tem is to continue, in the name of Juſtice and Common 
denſe, why are Bookſellers to be denied that rule for the 
regulation of their conduct, which is given to the reſt of 
their Fellow Citizens! For God's ſake, if we are thus 


See the extraordin; ry trial of Tuomas Muir, Ess. 
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to joſe our Liberties, if we are thus to be dragooned its 
defpotiſm by aſſociators, put the Preſs under the imme: 
diate controul of political Exriſemen, that Printers may be 
no longer opprefſed in ſuch an unfeeling inquiſitoriaſ 


manner! This - perplexity, in which all Bookſellers and 
Prititers are involved, is ſtill further inereaſed by the 


. Contreriety of the deciſions, on the very ſame cauſes, which 


have taken place all over the country within the laſt 
twelve months. In the month of December, 1792, in 
Tondon, PAIN E“ s Won ks were pronounced Libels by che 
verdict of a Jury. At the ſame place, in June and July 
following, they loft their criminality and became inno- 
tent. 1 Leave London and proceed to Colchefter X they are 
Mill innocent. Croſs the country, and when we arrive at 
Warwick, * ſtrange to tell,” we find them both ' xinocent 
n nt! Proceed to Lacher. and chere we ſind 


= Meſſrs. 5 RI Db wAx, and Hor I Ausp, were convicted of 
keilig the popular pamphlets of Tnomas PAIN E, and the Joexzy Cros. 


Yor theſe offences the two firſt were ſentenced to four Years impriſoument | 
zud fined 2601; each !! !-—Mr, Hot ax, for ſelling the Letter tb the 


Addreſſers, was ſentenced to one years 1 and to b 2 ** 
of 100l. 


+ Mr. D. 1. Caron, for ſelling Paine's s Rights of Man, and the 46 


dreſs to the Addreſſers, for the one was found * Guilty of publiſhing, bit 
without any criminal intention /'' For the other he was found * guilty of 
publiſhing the pamphlet !”* By both theſe verdicts, as they found ow guy 
of being innocent, he has been of courſe acquitted, 


1 At this place a Bookſeller was acquitted for ſelling 14 Wont, 


At the laſt Spring Aſſizes, at Warwick, Mr. Tuonrson, was acquit* 
ted for ſelling Parnz's Works, At the ſame place, the following Aſſiaes, 
Meſſrs. Pxazt and Bzicuzr were convicted of wlling them, and ſens 
tenced to three months impri ſonment! 


Mr. Puit L125, the Printer of the L21071 Hzx Lb, was found 
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them criminal indeed —Travelling North, when we a. 
rive at Newark, we find them moſt atrociouſly criminal 
again ! Proceed to Derby*, we find them changing ſides 
once more, and pronounced perfectly harmleſs } Dirett« 
ing our courſe to Knutsford, we find them ſtill innocent; 
but leave Cheſhire and croſs the Severn, and behold at 
Bridgewatert we find them criminal again | !—Thus it aps 


guilty of ſelling the works of THomas Pains, &c. at a time that they 
were ſold by all his brother Bookſellers of the ſame place, and, ſentenced 
to impriſonment for eighteen months ! part of which the public papers in- 
form me has been ſpent in a dungeon // It ſhould ſeem? that Ma. 
PurlLlies's real offence is, being the Printer of a Patriotic Newſpaper } 


* Laſt aſſizes, a Bookſeller was acquitted at this place for having ſold. 
Painz's Works, 


4 At this place, the laſt Summer aſſizes, Meſſrs, Robinſons, men of moſt 
reſpectable charater, very eminent Bookſellers in London, and perhaps 
the greateſt Bookſellers ia the world, were tried for ſelling the ſecond part. 
of Paix s Right of Man, It appeared by the evidence of one Pile, 
a bookſeller and diſtributor of newſpapers, of Norton near Taunton, that 
in November laſt, he had ordered from Meſſ. Roningon, three copies of 
the book in queſtian, * two of which he delivered to his employers," but being 
threatened by ſame gentlemen of the county, with, hanging, tranſpore 
tation, or being ſent to the devil,“ if he did not give up the perſons from 
whom he had procured them, he locked ap the remaining copy, determin- 
ed not to ſell it, aad applied tig an Attorney for advice, to whom he ſhewed 
the book; which the ſaid Attorney keeping in his poſſeſſion, wrote up to 
the Solicitors of the Treaſury! upon the delivery of this book, the proſe- 
eution was commenced. The bill of parcels and note for payment were. 
produced in Court. —Pile declared, that he received from Meſſ Roz1x- 
zo in July 2792, ſeveral copies of THE PROTEST AGAINST PALNE'S. 
UenTs or MAN, (a ſtrong conſtitutional pamphlet) which tney requeſted 
him to diſtribuce, gratis, wherever he thought they might be of ſervice, 
The defendants, produced no evidence, refling their cauſe upon their not 
vilfuliy or intentionally ſowing ſedition, but merely felling a pamphlet 
in the courſe of their immenſe buſineſs, which was. then {in general ſale 
Ma. Bowp made an excellent ſpeech in their favor, which he delivere 
with peculiar energy, but the jury found a verdict Guilty ! ! The ſen» 
lence paſſed upon theſe four Gentlemen woes, that 1001, fine ſhould be paid 
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pears, that what is /aw in one part of the land, is not law 
in another I preſume this is what has ſo often been cal. 
led © THE GLORIOUS UNCERTAINTY of THELAW!® 
— Glorious indeed to Counſel and Attornies |! © It may 
be ſport to them, but it is death to us.” —All this may be 
very fine, very legal, and very conſtitutienal, but for the 
ſoul of me I cannot perceive much of the glory of Com. 
mon Senſe in it! | | 


I have now undergone three different proſecutions for 
printing and publiſhing * falſe, fcandalous, wicked and 
Teditious *' Libels, and after all this wonderſul experience 
I am ſtill as much at a lofs as ever, to determine with 
ſafety and preciſion, what it is that conſtitutes a Libel! 
In this ſtate of uncertainty, 1 know not what to print, or 
what to ſell ; what to receive, or what to reje&; and, 
unleſs ſomething is ſpeedily done by the legiſlature, either 
to indemnify Printers and Bookſellers, for having print. 
ed or ſold books of ten years ſtanding, or to fix the pre- 
ciſe limits of a Libe), the Liberty of the Preſs will be to- 
tally annihilated, and the buſineſs of a Printer and Book. 
| ſeller, imminently dangerous, and highly imprudent to 
follow. By the deciſion againſt me for printing the 
* Addreſs to the inhabitants of unrepreſented towns on a Par- 
liamentary Reform,” it ſeems that a book may be perfeftly 
innocent for the ſpace of ten years and then be deemed, a 
* falſe, ſcandalous, wicked and ſeditious Libel” ! |, The 
reſpectability of the men who firſt introduced it into the 
world, it appears is no ſecurity for its future protection 
and what adds to the ſingularity of the meaſure, thoſe very 
men, in part, may afterwards become its proſecutors, and, 
literally ſpeaking, Heir own Informers! If there is any 


by him who made gut the bill of Parcels, and the other three in zol 
each 111 
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guilt in the caſe, it ſurely reſts with the authors of the pa- 
per in queſtion, and not with the printer ! It therefore 
follows, that the Committee at the Thatched Houſe Tas 
vern, and the conſiſtent Mr. PI Tr amongſt the reſt, ought 
to have been proſecuted for writing and publiſhing a * falſe 
ſcandalous, wicked and ſeditious Libel,” and ſentenced to 
impriſonment inſtead of myſelf; It they had not written 
it, I could not have publiſhed it, therefore the guzlt reſts 
with them, and with them alone It would be a curious 
circumſtance to ſee the prime Minifler of this: Country, 
tried, ſentenced to impriſonment, and obliged to find ſure- 
ties for his good behaviour, tor publiſhing a Libel on the 
Conſtitution ! Whether this ought not to have been 
the caſe, 1 leave to the detetminatiori of my readers. 


Had I been permitted, I ſhould have ſtated to the Jury 
at Nottingham, the motives of my conduct. This oppor- 
tunity I could not embrace; but to you, my Fellow 
Townſmen; I can now ſtate them, I ſolemnly declare, 
then, that in ſelling this pamphlet, and in printing this pa- 
per, I was influenced by no wicked,” no ſeditious“ 
motives, but vended the one in the common courſe of 
buſineſs, along with pamphlets of every deſcription; and 
printed the other, with no other view, than to procure a 
ſubſiſtence for myfelt and my family, I aſk any manof 
common ſenſe, and common honeſty, if he can ſuppoſe I 
meant to ſtir up anarchy, confuſion, or rebellion, by this 
conduct! I will aſk him till further; can he for a mo- 
ment imagine; that I, whoſe very exiſtence as a tradeſman 
depends ſolely on the continuance of peace and internal 
tranquillity, could ſeriouſly wiſh to introduce a civil war 
into the country, in which perhaps my deareſt connections, 
or my own lite, might have fallen a ſacrifice to the ſan- 
guinary paſſions of a miſguided mob! No man, 1 am 
perſuaded, can ſuppoſe it for a moment, All that k ever 

M #2 


* 


3 A LETTER To THR 
wiſhed, ach red, or contended for, was a peaceable, but 
RADICAL PARLIAMENTARY REFORM ; which I 
have ever conceived would effectualiy remove thoſe grie. 
vances, of which I believe few men except Placemen and 
Penſioners, will deny the exiſtence, Reformation, not 

Revolution, ever has been, and ever will be my object, 2 
fer as my private ſentiments, and the influence of my 
New ſoaper could or can extend. From the legal and 
peaceable attainment of this i important meaſure, a meaſure 
pregnant with ſo many bleſſing to the whole community, 
I never as a private individual, will be diverted, 1 have 

embraced it from choice, from conviction, and from a 
principle of duty; and perſecution, impriſonment, or con- 
hulſton, ſhall never oblige me to abandon it.— But in ſell. 
ing this pamphlet, and in printing chis paper, which were 

done in the regular courſe of trade; the, criminality of 
my intention was no more apparent, than it would be in a 
Cutler unkowingly to furniſh an Aſſaſſin with the inſtru- 
ments of-death, The mere ad of ſelling theſe things,no more 
Proves the improper intention of my mind; than my ſell- 
ing the ALCORAN, proves me to be a believer in the 
doftrines of MAnoMET; or vending the writings of 
PYTHAGORAS” convifts me of being a believer in the 
tran migration of ſouls E heſe inferrences are ſo extremes 
ly obvious that they muſt have been perceived by my ene- 
mies themſelves, tho” it has not yet ſuited their intereſt to 


34. 4 


acknowledge them. : | 
Intereſted and artful Aſſociators, knowing the contrary | 
all the time, have anxiouſly. endeavoured to confound - 


what I /old, with what I thoug%/ :—my conduct, as a Bool. 
filter, with my principles as a man /—With this Jen in 


view, they have ſought every occaſion to 


5+ Iufer the motive from the deed, and ſhew, * ; 
4“ That what I chanc'd, was what I meant o de,” Porz, 


— 
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| This with ſome, has ſueceeded moſt wonderfully, akd the 
Alarmiſts, and political hypocrites of the day, have brand. 
ed me with the filly epithets of ed itious, turbulent, Lowel- 
ler, Sc. Se What is meant to ariſe from all this politi-/ 
cal cant, is no hard matter to determine.—'Tis merely a. 
' ** Tub thrown out to the Whale,” a Will with a whiſp, to 
lead the Swtmſh mnſtitude aftray from their avowed. pure 
poſe of procuring a quantity of clean ſtraw, and making 
their fly” a little more comfortable and eaſy If, by ap- 
plying theſe political watchwords to me, the Aſſociation 
intend to charge me with holding opinions contrary to their 
on; that is, if they mean to charge me with being an 
enemy to public corrupt on, extortion, and oppreſſion; J 
plead guilty to the charge, and frankly confeſs that to theſe 
things Tam indeed an enemy. If to endeavour to accom- 
\ pliſh in a peaceable and legal manner, a more fair and 
| adequate repreſentation of the people; if a deſire to ob- 
tain a more im partial taxation, and abolition of the Game 
Laws, & Preſs Warrants, and Teſt Acts; and the reduction 
of uſeleſs places and enormous penſions; if a wiſh to ſee 
all theſe, things accompliſhed, be /edittous, the meaſure of 
my iniquity. 3 full, tot bete my ſedition knows no bounds, 
but the bounds of the: law. —If they intend by that won 
der-working word, Leveller, to infinuate that 1 am an advo- 
cate for that wild viſionary ſcheme of Equality, which Mr. 
A and his Zang. are ſtudiguſſy anxious to make the 


| 
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. At the very - moment thi I write this, there is a man in the K“ 
Iven Paisox, Who has been confined there ſeven years and eight 
- months for the coſts of a. proſeeution commenced againſt him by a oole- 
man for being guilty of the ge and atrocious Crime of having a dead 
Han, in his poſſeſuion “ | 

If the Aſſociators wiſh for any further remarks on theſe mid, juſt and 
*quifable Laws, 1 refer them to their favourite author, Judge Back- 
dong, | | 
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people of England believe conſiſts in an equalization bf 
property: —if they mean to ſtigmatiſe me with holding 
ſuch nonſenſical opinions; I ſhall only anſwer, that they 
Know me better thanto believe them, —That I am a friend to 
* EQUALITY,, and the“ RicuyTs or Max,“ proper- 
ly ſo called; I am happy to have ſo public an opportunity 
of acknowledging: And that my dd Friends, the Al. 
ſociĩators, may not have it in their power to torture and per- 
vert theſe expreſſions any more; as far as they relate to 
myſelf, I thall here give them what I conceive to be 
their meaning. It is then my firm conviction, my moſt de- 
cided opinion “ that all the Citizens of a free State, (who 
have not forfeited it by Crimes) ought; and it is ther 
+ RIGHT AS MEN, to enjoy an EQUALITY OF 
„ LIBERTY, an Equality of protection from the Laws, 
and an Equality in the right of protecting them in Re- 
* turn. The inequalities of Inheritance, and thoſe ariſing 
* from ſuperior Induſtry, ſuperior Education, or ſuperior 
„ Enterprize, are inequalities eſſential to the very exiſ- 
* tence of Society: but all unneceſfary Inequalities of 
e poſitive Iſtitution, which affix Diſgrace, and Diſquali- 
* fication, on mere ſpeculative Differences of Opinion, 
* or on inferiority of Poſleſſions, are ſubverſive of the 
* ſocial Compact, tend to create Jealouſies againſt Go- 
* vernors, and to propagate and augment thoſe Diſlea” 
* entions, which are a diſgrace to our Times.“ * 


As my poor NEWSPAPER has been the unfortunalt 
means of procuring me ſo much honorable notice tron 
the © powers that be,” permit me to ſay a few words on 
that ſubject. —The motives which firſt. induced me 9 
publiſh the NEW ARK HERALD, were I will frankly cot 


* See the mavly and conſtitutional reſolutions of the Juſtices of bs 
Newark Diviſion Dec. 10, 1792; in the Nzawanxx Hep ard Jan. 2, 17% 
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fefs, a deſire to benefit myſelf in a pecuniary point ofview 
and at the ſame time to contribute as far as the influence of 
ſuch a 'medium could extend, to the ſupport of public 
and Conſtitutional freedom. In ſuch a populous, opulent, 
and commercial neighbourhood as that of NEwWARR, I 


' conceived a Newſpaper would be a great public advantage, 


and conſequently highly acceptable to a very large part 
of the community. I laid the foundation of this paper, on 
the broad, honeſt baſis of Impartiality, and, if ever. any 
particular attachment has yet been diſcovered in it, it is an 
ATTACHMENT TO THE RIGHTS OF THE 

PEOPLE. A paper conducted on ſuch liberal princi- 
ples, was certain of receiving every ſpecies of abuſe and 
oppoſition from thoſe who were at all hoſtile to ſuch an 

undertaking, either from perſonal, ſervile, or intereſted 
motives. Accordingly from the mean dependants of a- 
larmed ariſtocracy, it received the homage of their fears, 
through their outrageous clamour againſt it. Nothing was 
left undone, which malice, meanneſs, or envy could ſuggeſt, 
to ſuppreſs the Paper, and prevent me from procuring an 
honorable ſubſiſtance by my own profeſſion, —My political 
principles were aſſailed in every ſhape. In this ſtage of 
the buſineſs, I took up arms in my own defence, and ſtated 
theſe principles to the public. The public decided between 


As the enemies of Liberty, the Envious, and the Malicious have indaf- 
* triouſly endeavoured to miſrepreſent and vility, the political principles of 
the PRINTER OF THEN EWAR& HERBAL Dyhe gladly embraces the preſent 
* oppotuniry of ſteppiog forward his own vindication; and as the public 
* profeſſion of political ſentiments is now fo general, it may perhaps ap. 
« pear neceſſary that his ſhould alſo be laid before the public. Inſtead 
then, of being an enemy to the Conſtitution of this Country, as has 
been reported of him, the Printer ſpontaneouſly and unequivocally aſſerts 
* that he is moſt ſincerely attached to it as it was originally and uncor- 
* ruptedly created, He admires its ſtructure, he warmly approves its, 


. * ſpirity and he rejoices in looking back and contemplating its aeneficial 


3 
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me and my enemies, and determined the cauſe in my favor, 
The patronage of the paper from that moment encreaſed 
and has fince encreaſed far beyond my expectations. In- 
deed the NEWARK HERALD is fo well eſtabliſhed and ſo 
extenſively approved by the public, that my enemies 
may now bid adieu to all hopes of its ſpeedy downfal. 


effects; — hut at the ſame time he laments the abuſes that have impercep- 
«* tibly crept into ſo fair a fyſtem, and he fervently wiſhes to fee them re. 
formed. Inexprefſing this wiſh he is influenced by no improper, no 
© feu itiaus motives, He thinks to reform will be to fave ; to repair, wit 
* heto prevent the edifice falling into ruin; and to concede, will be to 
s conciliate the affections of the People, and ultimately prevent, not occae 
* fon, convulſion. Theſe important objects he hopes to ſee accompliſhed, 
in a legal, liberal, and peaceable manner. In this hope he is further 
© encouraged from knowing, that the powers of the Conſtitution ate fully. 
„adequate to its reformation —In cheriſhing theſe ſentiments, and in 
„publicly avowing theſe opinions, he is perſuaded he is acting as a firm 
« and ſincere friend to the real intereſts of his country, In the rational, 
% temperate, and lawful purſuit of this object, and in his efforts for the 
4 preſervatian of that ſacred palladium of Engliſh Liberty, the Fa zzvou 
4 0x TAI PRESS, no offer of emolument trom the venal, no dread of 
« vengeance from the powerful, no ſear of threats / for. threats have been 
« uſed) from the corrupt and the arbitrary, ſhall ever deter him. -Such 
« are his political opinions—aad conformable to theſe opinions, he truſts, 
% has been his conduct 2s PaIx TTA OF THE NIZWAAX HaRALD.— 
% Warmed and animated with the Freedom he enjoys in his own Country 
„he has ever cordially rejoiced to mark the extenſion of general Liberty 
„ tothe reſt of his fellow men; and has exulted with the characteriſtic 
« feelings of an Ehgliſhman, when it has been his grateful province to re- 
© cord the fall of Deſpotiſm, or the defeat of Tyranny.— In relating 
« thoſe great and aſtoniſhing Events which have recently paſſed before the 
© public eye,—events in which the deareſt intereſts of human nature have 
„ been involved—he has endeavoured to be copious, ke is convinced he 
* has been impartial, and he is certain his inform tion has been derived 
4 from the beſt ſources. In detailing alſo the important occurrences at 
* home, he is conſcious ne attachment to Party has ever yet been diſcern- 
able in his conduct, except, indeed, an attachment to that Party to 
* which he publicly avows bis adhereuce,—-THE PAKI I OF THE 
© PEOPLE,” 
Nzwark HERALD, Fan. 2, 1703. 
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Here, my Fellow Townſmen; I ſhould cloſe this long 

addreſs, did there not remain one intereſting charge for 
me to anſwer, and which I now feel it will be both plea- 
ſing and honourable for me to do;—lt is this—I am accu- 
ſed of being, as an inhabitant of NEWARK, @ party 
man !—I plead guilty to the accuſation! The Ix- 
DEPENDENT INTEREST of my native place, has 
ever had, and ever will have, my warmeſt wiſhes, and 
my firmeſt perſonal ſupport ; as far as the wiſhes and 
the exertions of {ſv obſcure an individual as myſelt 
can go. Compoſed of men of the firſt character for in- 
tegrity and the love of Liberty; ſtruggling in the cauſe 
of local and general Freedom; and ſucceſsfully exerting 
themſelves ts emancipate their fellow Townſmen from 
the irammels of ariſtocracy, i it is an honour to belong to 
ſuch a party. and I glory in the diſtinction ! Ever ſince 
my mind could diſcriminate between Liberty and Slavery; 
have been zealouſiy attached to this party from princi- 
ple and inclination.— I am now attached to it by a tie al- 
moſt as binding THE TIE OF GaATITU DE Some 
little time ſubſequent to my late trials, unknown to, and 
unſolicited by me, the Gentlemen of this party ſubſcri- 
bed and applied to my uſe; a very handſome ſum towards 
defraying the enormous law expences of my various pro- 
ſecutions®! Such an uncommon inſtance of liberality 
and public ſpirit, in ſo ſmall a circle, I feel the greateſt 
poſſible degree of pleaſure in making public; it reflects 
the higheſt honour on thoſe who raiſed it, and to me it is 
peculiarly flattering. To have my conduct and principles 
loapproved, and my ſlender efforts in the cauſe of Frezdom, 
ſo rewarded, more than overpays years of impriſonment : 


— 


* I ſhould think myſelf the moſt ungrateful of men, were I to omit this 
public opportunity of alſo returning my warmeſt acknowledgments to a 
Society of Gentlemen of Newark and the neighbourhood, for their flatter- 
ing and diſintereſted preſent of Firry Pounnos | a 
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it makes even confinement a pleaſure, It 1s an hotiode 
of which I ſhall ever be proud, and a gift for which! 


\ ſhall ever be grateful II now leave it to you, my Fel. 


low Townſmen, to contraſt. the conduct of this party, 
with the conduct of the humane Aﬀociators ;—to mark the 
unfeeling vindictive malice of the one in purſuing ali 
innocent victim to deſtruction, and the generoſity of the 
other in ſnatching him from ruin l leave it to you tb 
draw this contraſt, and then 5 to which patty I ought 


to be attached! 


In ſpeaking thus warmly of one party. it would give 
me extreme uneaſineſs were it thought for a moment 
that I intended to reflect indiſcriminately on the other, 


In that party I know many characters who are orna- 


ments to human nature, who poſſeſs the utmoſt liberality 
of ſentiment, and whoſe manners aud conduct have ſecured 
them the eſteem of the whole town. God forbid I ſhould 


reflect on charatters like theſe! It is only on the mean, 


the malicious, the unprincipled and the ſervile, that I wiſh to 
fix that odiunr to which the turpitude of their conduft ſo 
juſtly entitles them; and that odium I believe has been 


already fixed on their heads by an indignant public. In 


the hands of that public I therefore leave them, wellal- 
ſured, that their flagitious proceedings, will finally meet 
with the contempt, deteſtation, and abhorrence of all ho- 


neſt, diſintereſted men. 
And now, my Fellow Citizens, having detained you ſb 


long on theſe topics, it is high time I wound up the threat 
of my narrative, and put an end to all further efforts of 


your patience. I beg pardon for being, I fear, too prolis. 


minute, and deſultory ; and I would alfo apologize for the 
too glaring inaccuracies of my language, and the various 


inelegancies of my flile ; did I not know that your can- 


dour and liberality are more than adequate to-overlook 
the deficiencies of both, My objett has been to tell? 
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round unvarniſhed tale”; I have told it to the beſt of my 


ability; had I known how, I would have told it better. 


Such as it is, I leave it with confidence to you; affured, 


that however you may diſlike the manner, you will not 


fail to do juſtice to the. matter contained in the preceding. 


pages. — Lou will do juſtice between me and my enemies. 


By your deciſion I ſhall implicitly and with pleaſure abide 
convinced that it will be the deciſiun of Truth and Impar- 
tiality, Believe me, this is not the language of unmeaning 
complaiſance, but the genuine effuſion, of pure reſpe& and 
gratitude, To, you in particular, my Fellow Tow nſmen, 
I principally owe my flattering ſucceſs in buſineſs, and to 
you it is, that I chiefly look up for future ſupport. Your 
good eſteem, next to the approbation.of my own. heart, 18 


all lam ambitious. to acquire, and ſhould you determine 


that my Eondu&t, entitles me to your regard; ſhould you 
pronounce that I have honorably ſuffered in the ſacred 
cauſe of LiBERTY, my happineſs will be then compleat. 
The Perſecutions I have already had the honor to experi- 
ence, ere, and ever will be, my pride and exultation, as they 
have been occaſioned by an attachment to that beſt of all 
cauſes ; the cauſe of all mankind—THE CAUSE OF FREE- 
bon! Impriſ-nment I ſhall henceforth unceaſingly con- 
ſider as the moſt fortunate. event of my. life, if it is the 
means of ſeciring me your approbation, 


Wich ſentiments of the pureſt reſpect, eſteem and gra, 
titude. WW | 
I remain, Fellow Townſmen, 


| Your obliged and very faithful: 


Humble Servant, 


Firſt Year of Impriſonment, 4 4. 
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A LETTER 
FROM. 
HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF RICHMOND, 
70 LIEUTENANT COLONEL SHARMAN; 
1 ro WHICH 18 8UBJOINED 
A COPY OF HIS GRACE' BILL, 
eee 
Parliamentary Reform. 
— 


ANG» 5 15 
„ have been honored with a Letter from 


< Belfaſt, dated the 29th of July laſt, writ- 
ten in the name of the Committee of Correſpondence ap- 
pointed by the delegates of forty five Volunteer Corps 
aſſembled at Liſburn on the 1ſt of the ſame month, * for 
taking preparatory ſteps to forward their intentions on 
the ſubje& of a more equal Repreſentation of the People 
in Parliament,” and Gigned by their ſecretary, Henry Joy, 
Jun, Eſq, | 2 
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In this letter, after ſhewing the corrupt ſtate of the Bo. 
roughs in Ireland, the general opinion of the people thay 
the Conſtitution can be reſtored to its ancient purity and 
vigour by no other means than a Parliamentary Reform, 
and informing me of the ſteps which have been taken and 
are taking by the Volunteers, in determining to procure 
this deſirable object, the Committęe is pleaſed ** to requeſt. 
my ſentiments and advice as to the beſt, moſt eligible and 
moſt pratticable mode of deſtroying, reſtraining, or coun. 
teracting this hydra of corruption, Borapgh. influence, in 
order to lay my opinion before the provincial aſſembly of 
delegates which is to be held at Nungannon on the 8th of 
September next,” 


This great mark of conſidence, from gentle in 
- whom {ſo much truſl is placed, does me great honqur:;; for 
as I have not the pleaſure of being perſonally known to, 
| any of them, I can owe it but to the favourable opinion 
fi they are pleaſed to entertain of my coaſtant and zęalout 
| endeavours 1n the public ſervice, 


I am ſenſible that the only proper return I can make for 
1 this honorable diſtinction, is to obey their commands in the 
beſt manner I am able; for although my inſufficiency for 
3 fo arduous a taſk would afford me but too good an excuſe 
| for declining it, yet I feel it would be inconſiſtent with my 
' ideas of the obligation every man is under to ſerve the 
public as well as he can ; if I was 1o refuſe giving my 
opinions, ſuch as they are, when thus calied upon by a. 


| reſpectable body of gentlemen. 

| Beſides my inability, I haye to regret the want of time 
| tp collect and arrange my thoughts in ſuch a manner as to 
N de fitto appear before you, and the neceſſary limits of a 
| letter, which will not admit of the extenſive inveſtigation 
| | which a ſubject of this vaſt importance deſerves ; for al. 


0 
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though I fear 1 __ be long. 1 am ſenſible le eannot Go it 
juſtice. | 


The ſubjeR of a parliamentary reform is that which of 
all others, in my opinion, moſt deſerves the attention of the 
public, as I conceive it would include every other advan- 
tage whicha nation can wiſh; and I have no heſitation in 
Haying, that from every conſideration. which I have been 
able to give to this great queſtion, that. for many years has 
occupied my mind, and from every day's experience to the 
preſent hour, I am more and more convinced that tke 
refloring the right of voting unverſally to every man, not 
incapacitated by nature for want of reaſon; or by law for 
the commiſſion of crimes, together with annual elections, is the 
only reform that can be effettual and permanent. I am 
further convinced that it is the only reform that is prae- 
ticable. 


All other plans that are of a palliative nature have been 
found inſufficient to intereſt and animate the great body of 
the people, from whoſe earneſtneſs alone any reform can 
be expected. A long excluſion from any ſhare in the le- 
giſlature of their country has rendered the great mals of 
the people indifferent whether the monoply that ſubſiſts. 
continues in the hands of a more or leſs extended compa- 
ny ; or whether it is divided by them into ſhares of ſome-" 
what more or leſs juſt proportions. The public feels its 
ſelf unconcerned in theſe conteſts, except as to the oppreſ- 
ſions it endures, and the exactions it ſuffers, which it 
knows muſt continue ſo long as the people remain depri- 
ved of all controul over their repreſentatives. This indif- 
ference of theirs, when the laſt attempt was made for addi. 
tional county members, was uſed by your opponents as an 
argument againſt all reiorm ; it wasaſked with a triumphant 
air, where are the petitions from the inhabitants ot Bir- 
mingham, Mancheſter, Halifax, and other great unrepre- 
ſented towns? And their filence was deemed a proof of 


| 


inclined to adopt any other mode of reform. The weight 


their acquielcence and ſatisfaftion in the'profent fotni gl 


from the aſſiſtance of men df great weight both in and 


helps it has failed. Not one proſelyte has been gained 


is to contend for their full, clear and indiſputable right 


t hat our claims are founded on the true principles of the 


and (if it is from the inclination of parliament that prac- 
ticability is to be expected) has been found as impraRtics 
ble as ours, The more extenfive plan, at the ſame time 
that its operation is more complete, depends on a more 
_effeftual ſupport, that of the people, | 
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elections The truth is, that the people have been ſo oſten 
| deceived, that they will now ſcarcely truſt any ſet of men; 
and nothing but ſelf-evident conviction, that a meaſure 
- tends eſſectually to the recovery of their righis, can or 
indeed ought to intereſt them in its favor, 


The ieffer reform has been attempted with . every poſ- 
Bible advantage in its favor; not only from the zealoy 
' ſupport of the advocates for a mote effeftual one, | but 


out of power. But with all theſe temperaments and 


from corruption; nor has the.leaſt ray of hope been hell | 
out from any quarter, that the Houſe of Commons wat 


of corruption has cruſhed this more gentle, as it would 
| have defeated any mote efficacious plan in the fame circum- 
Hances. From that quarter therefore 1 have nothing to 
hope, It i is hom the people at large that I expect any 
. good. And I am convinced that the only way to make 
them feel that they are really concerned in the buſinels, 


of univerſal repreſentation. © I call them ſuch, not onh 
from my own conviction, but from the admiſſion of the 
friends to the more moderate plan, who in the ſecond al. 
dreſs of the Yorkſhire committee to the people, conſeſ: 


conſtitution, and only object to them on account 0 
impradlicability. But their plan has now had a fair trial 
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Tam alſo perſuaded that if the cms for. additional 
Loa members had proceeded any further, infinite diffl- 
culties would have ariſen in adjuſting it. Neither the 
Yorkſhire committee nor Mr. Pitt have the detail of their 
plan. A juſt reparation would have been a. moſt i intricate 
talk, for, where, different intereſts are ſeparately repreſent- 
ed, the proportion is not very eaſy to aſcertain. The doubt 
you ſtate concerning this mode of reform appears to me 
well founded; a few great families might divide a county 
between them and chuſe the members by a houſe liſt, like 
Eaſt India Directors. Another difficulty from the increaſe of 
the number of Members which might render the houſe mort 
tumultous than deliberative, as i its weight. But the greateſt 
objection, in my opinion, to this and to every othernarrow and 
contracted plan of reform, is, that it proceeds upon the ſame 
bad principle as the abuſe it pretends to reRtify ; it is fill 
partial and unequal; a vaſt majority of the community is 
ſtill left unrepreſented and its moſt Eſſential concerns. 
life, liberty and property, continue in the abſolute Uiſpoſal 
of thoſe whom they do not chuſe, and over whom they 
have no controul, In the arrangements of plans of this 
kind there is no leading principle to determine that the ad- 
dition ought to be, one hundred, fifty, or two hundred; that 
the allotment ſhould be according ts the population, pro- 
perty, or taxes paid in each county if that any ſuppoſed 
proportion between the Janded and trading intereſt 
is the juſt one, and that the diviſion of county and city 
menibers will correſpond with this proportion when found, 
All is at ſea without any compals to enable us to COON 

the ſafe from the darigerous courſe. 


But in the more liberal and great plan of univerſal re- 
preſentation, a clear and diſtin& principle at once appears 
chat cannot lead us wrong! Not conveniency but right: 


4 
* 
* 
* 
» * . * 
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Tf it is not a maxim of our confiitunion; that's 'Britih 
fubject is to be governed only by laws to which he ha 
confented by himſelf or his repreſentative, we ſhould in. 
fantly abandon the error; but if it is the effential of free- 
dom, founded on the eternal principles of juſtice-and wil. 
dom, and our unalienable birth-right, we ſhould not Hef. 
tate in aſſerting it. Let us then but determine to act on 
this broad principle, of giving to every man Air own, and we 
ſhall immediately get rid of all the perplexities to which 
the narrow notions of partiality and excluſion muſt wh 
ſub jekt. 

In the digeſting a plan upon this noble foundatidy'we 
mall not find any difficulty that the moſt common under- 
ſtanding and pains will not eafily ſurmount. It does not 

require half the ingenuity of a common tax bill; and aza 
proof of this aſſertion I myſelf drew the form ot a bill 
for this purpoſe, which I preſented to the Houſe of Lords 
in 1780; not as a perfect work, but merely to ſhew how 
eaſily the objections to the pratlicability of the plan, and 
the inconveniences that are ſuggeſted, might be got over, 

I believe the ſending you a copy of my bill will be the 
beſt way of explaining its operations, I have not one 
ready. at this moment, but it ſhall ſoon follow this 


1 ſhall therefore only mention at preſent a few of is 


proviſions, which I thiak entirely remove the moſt plau- 
{ible objections that have been urged againſt it. 


The preſent number of Members in the Houſe of com- 
mons is preſerved, ſo that all apprehenſion | from | too nu. 
merous an aſſembly ceaſes. 


An account of the whole number of aide of age in the 
kingdom i is to be taken and divided by the number of 
members to be Tent, which will find the quota ol elettors 


N 
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to chuſe one member; from the beſt accounts I can now 


h get, it will be about two thou 1 75 and fox hundred ; theſe 
1 are to be formed i into diſtritta or boroughs from 9 most 
. 


contiguous pariſhes; ; and by baving all the elections 
| throughout the kingdom in one and the ſame day, and 
j taken in each pariſh, all fear of riot and tumult vaniſhes, 


The great expence of eleftions, which ariſes chiefly from. 
the coſt of conveying eleQors to the place of poll, and en- 
tertaining them there and on the road, will be no more. - 
when every man will vote in his own pariſh. - Bribery 
muſt entirely ceaſe; in a ſingle borough it wouldbe difficult 
on ſo many as to have any effet, impoſſible. The num 
bers to be bought would be infinitely too great for any 
purſe, Beſides, annual parliaments, by their frequency 
and by their ſhortneſs, would * operate W g 
corruption. 


The vaſt expence of petitions to parkament on account 
of illegal returns, would be reduced almoſt to nothing. 
The points on which theſe conteſts generally turn, are the 
qualifications of the electors under the numberleſs reſſrie- 
tions the preſent laws have impoſed, which require the 
attendance of witneſſes, the produttion of records, and 
are ſubject to infinite diſpute, But when no other quali- 
fication ſhall be neceſſary but that ot being a Britiſh ſub- 
Jett, and of age, there can be but little left to contend upon 
as to the right of electors to vote. All other queſtions, 
that could afford ground tor a petition would be trifling, 
and might be decided in one day. Many other objecti- 
ons are obviated by the bill, but it is needleſs * to men- 
tion them. | 

But there is another ſort of objeftion againſt which My 
proviſion can be made, as it is merely i imaginary, It is 


leared by ſome, that the influence of power: and riches 
3 » +, | 
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will give to the ariſtocracy ſa great a lead i in theſe elections 


as to place the whole government in their hands, Others 
again dread, that when paupers and the loweſt orders of 


the people ſhall have an equal vote with the firſt common. 


er in the kingdom, we ſhall fall into all the confuſion of 

a democratic republic. The contrariety of theſe two ap- 
prehenſions might of uſelt be a ſufficient proof that neither 
extreme will take place. It is true, that the pooreſt man 
in the kingdom will have an equal vote with the firſt, for 
the choice of the perſon to whom he truſts his all; and I 

think he ought to have that equal degree of ſecurity a- 
gainſt oppreſſion, It is alſo true, that men of ſuperior 
fortanes will have a ſuperior degree of weight and in- 
fluence : andl think that as education and knowledge ge- 
nerally attend property, thoſe who poſſeſs them ought to 


have weight and influence with the more ignorant. But 


the eſſential difference will be, that although the people 
may be led they cannot be driven, Property will have 


Its weight, as it ever muſt have, in all governments ; and 


I conceive, that in this plan it will pceciſeiy find its juſt 


proportion combined with talents and character. A man 


of great property that is beloved and eſteemed, will, as he 


ought, have the greateſt ſway ; but tyranny and oppreſſion 


though attended with riches may be reliſted, and will no 
longer be attended with a burguge tenure at command. 


Another ſubje& of apprehenſion is, that the principle 


of allowing to every man an equal right to vote tends to 
equality in other reſpe&s and to level property. To me 
it ſeems to have a direct contrary tendency, | The equal 


rights of men to ſecurity from oppreſſion, and to the en -· 


joy ments of life and liberty, ſtrike me as perfectly com- 


patible with their unequal ſhares of induſtry, labour aud 
genius, which are the origin of inequality of fortunes, 


The equality and inequality of men are both founded in 
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ee and hig we do net confound che two, and on. 
| ly ſupport her eſtabliſhments, we cannot err. The pro- 
; tetion of property appears to me one of the moſt eſſen- 
4 tial ends of ſociety ; and fo far from injuring it by this 
plan, I conceive it to be the only means of preſerving” 
it; for the prefent Tyſtem i is haſtening with great W to 1 
2 perfett equality in univerſal poverty. 3 | yr "il 


; 

It has been ſaid, that this plan of extending the right. 
| of voting to every individual creates much uneaſineſs in 

the minds of quiet and well diſpoſed perſons ; and that if 

g paupers, vagabonds, and perſons of no property, were left 

f out, there would be no objettion to extend it to all 

f houſeholders and perſons paying taxes, and that the ſame | 
| diviſion into diſtricts might take place, My anſwer is | * 
; tha I know of no man, let him be ever ſo poor, Who in 

ö his conlumption of food and uſe of reiment, does not pay 

taxes, and that T would wiſh to encourage an enthuſiaſm ' 

for his country in the breaſt of ' every ſubject, by giving 

b bim his juſt ſhare in its government, I readily admit, 
| 
b 
, 


that ſuch an alteration would be a vaſt improvement ; but 
] muſt prefer the adhering rigidly to à ſelf-evident prin- 

ciple, eſpecially when attended with no inconvenience in 

the execution, that I can forſee. Beſides, we ſhould 
again fall into the difficulties of drawing the line of ſepa- 

lation, and into the diſputes about qualification, 


The apprehenſions that our government will becom. | | 
| 


; 

too democratic, have been urged on another ground, It | 
ö has been laid, that the Houſe of Commons has uſurped | 
| the whole power of government: that the crown in reali- | 
= ty no longer poſſeſſes its negative, and muſt in all things 

' de ruled by the Houſe of Commons: that the Houſe of 
N Lords, in conſequence of iis excluſion (by the will of the | 


Houſe of Commons and not by law) from interfering in 
money bills, no longer in fact exerciſes the functions of a | 
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branch of the legiſlature : that the only. means. by. which, 


the balance of the conſtitution is now in any degree pre- 


ſerved, is by ihe irregular influence_of_the crown and of 
the Peers in the Houſe {of Commons: and that, if, they 


are excluded from interference there, as it is ſuppoſed. 
vill be the caſe if this bill paſſes, and are not reſtored: to 


their original ſhare of power, the equilibrium, will be de- 
ſtroyed, ad the Government ru N I demo- 
cratic. | 


To remedy this odjetion, it 15 inks tn by 
others, that it is but juſt and reaſonable, and that they 


mean at the ſame time that the Commons are reſtored to 
their rights, that the Crown and the Peers ſhould recover 


theirs, This anſwer has been ridiculed in my opinion 


' with more wit, than ſolidity of argument It has been 
repreſented as admitting that whilſt the Houſe of Com- 
mons continue corrupt, the King and Lords ſhould. ſub« 
mit to its deciſions ; but that when it ſhould really ſpeak 


the voice of the people, then it would be right to revive: - 


_ the dormant powers of refiſting it. 


For my part I agree in opinion with thoſe who are for 
reſtoring to all parts of the ſtate their juſt rights at the 
ſame time; to do it generally, not partially, is what I muſt 
conteud for, At the ſame time, I admit that I am not 
for reſtoring the negative of the crown. My reaſon is. 
that it appears to me prepoſterous that the will of one 
man ſhould forever obſtrut every regulation which all 
the reſt of the nation may think neceſſary. I object to it 
as I would to any other prerogative of the crown, vf 
privilege of the lords, or people, that is not founded upon 
reaſon. 


( 


But I agree, that if the Houſe of Commons was redu- 


ced to its natural dependence on the people alone, and the 
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preſent ſyſtem of making it the excluſive part of govern« 
ment was continued, we ſhould approach to a pure demo. 
cracy more than our conſtitution warrants, or than I wiſh 
to ſee. I am not. for a democratic, any more than for & 
ariſtocratic, or monarchie government, ſolely; I am tor 


that admirable mixture of the three, that our inimitable 
and comprehenſive conſtitution has eſtabliſhed : I wiſh 
to ſee the executive part of government revert to where 
the conſtitution has originally placed it, in the hands of 
the Crown to be carried on by its miniſters : thoſe mi- 
niſters under the controul of parliament ; and parliament 
under the controul of the people. I would not have par- 
liament made, as it daily is, a party concerned in every 
act of ſtate, whereby it becomes the executive for which 
it is not calculated, and loſes its fuperintending and con- 
trouling power, which is the main end ol its inſtitution, 
For when the two houſes are previouſly pledged by ads 
dreſſes, votes and reſolutions, it becomes extremely diffi. 
cult for them afterwards to cenſure meaſures in which 
they have been ſo deeply engaged by acts ot their own, 
Another great inconvenience ariſes from parſiament's ta- 
king ſo much of the executive of government on itſelf, 
which is; the-exceſlive length of the ſeſſions; anevil which 
of late has greatly encreaſed. Now that parlament is en- 
gaged in every detail in order to fcreen the ' miniſter; it 
never can finiſh its buſineſs till the middle of the ſummer, 
when the independent country gentlemen, tired. ofa long 
attendance and hot weather in town, is retired to his pri- 
vate buſineſs in the country, and that of the public left 
to be ſettled in thin houſes by a few dependents of the 
miniſter, A ſhort ſeſſion of two or three months would 
be ſufficient to examine the expenditure of former grants, 
to make new ones, to redreſs grievances and paſs ſuch 
zeneral laws as circumſtances might — The ineon. 
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veniency and expence to a private member of parliament 
in attending his duty would then be trifling ; and inſtead 
; of forty. commoners and three peers to form a. quorum to 
decide the greazeſt matters of ſtate, the attendance of two 
thirds of cach body, which would give reſpett to. their 
proceedings, might and ought to be required. I am al. 
ſo free to own my opinien, that when the Houſe of Lords 
ſhall be effectually prevented from having any. influence 
in the Houſe of Commons, as I think it muſt by this bill, 
it ſhould at the ſame time recover its equal rights 1n every 
reſpe& with the Houſe of Commons as aco-ordinate branch 
of the legiſlature. Theſe ſentiments are I think conſo. 
nant to the idea ſo well expreſſed i in vour letter to the vo. 
lunteer army of the province of Ulſter, to reſtore to 
the Crown its original ſplendor, to nobility its ancient 
privileges, and to the nation at large its inherent rights,” 
I believe I have now troubled you with all that is ne- 
ceſſay concerning my plan. My Bill will ſhew the de- 
tail as far as concerns the Houſe of Commons and the 
election of Scotch Peers: The regulations for reſtoring 
to the Crown its executive hd to the Houſe of Lords iu 
deliberative functions ſhould be added to and form a part 
of this Bill; but l have not as yet hes time and leiſure to 
prepare tom. 


In what I have ſaid, I have ſhewhn my opinion con- 
concerning the 1ſt, gd, 4th, 6th, and 8th queſtions you 
have propoſed to me. There remains the ad, zth and jt 
to be conſidered, 


In reſpect to the ſecond which I preſume relates to hs 
admiſſion of Roman Catholics to vote at elections, I can 
only ſay, that the ſame principles which go to eivil liberty 
equally lead to liberty of conſcience : I admire with you 
the glorious ſpirit of toleration which you ſay has united 
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the once diſtracted inhabitants of Ireland into one indif- 
ſoluble maſs ; And Iam ſure that nothing ſhort of evident 
danger to the ſtate can warrant its interference in religious 
opinions. But unacquainted as I am with the ſtate of 
Ireland, it is impoſſible for me to know the preſent temper 
and diſpoſition of the Roman Catholics there,, and thofe 
only who are on the ſpot can judge how far excluſions of 
this ſort are neceſſary, or ought to exten. 

With regard to the gth queſtion, if voting by ballot is 
adviſable? I am clearly of opinion that it is not. The 
idea of a ballot can have ariſen but to avoid the effect of 


| ſome improper influence; and I conceive it much more 


noble, directly to check that influence, than indire&ly to 
evade it by concealment and deceit. I am eonvinced that 
trivial circumſtances in things like this tend greatly to 
form the national character; and that it is moſt conſiſlent 
with that of a Britiſh or Iriſh freeman, that all his actions 
ſhould be open and avowed, and that he ſhould not be 
aſhamed of declaring in the face of his country whom he 
wiſhes to intruſt with its intereſts, Upon the ſame idea 
that ballots may be a cover for independence, they muſt 
alſo be a cloak for bribery and a ſchool for lying and de. 
ceit. b 


As to the 5th queſtion, whether it would not be equita- 
ble or expedient that Boroughs now in the poſſeſſion of 
individuals ſhould be purchaſed by the nation? -I think 
that although no man can have a ſtrict claim in equity to 
be refunded the loſs of what neither buyer nor ſeller had a 
right to barter, yet it will be wiſe to purchaſe the good 
will, or at leaſt to. ſoften the reſiſtance, of the preſent 
powerful poſſeſſors of borpughs by a moſt ample compens 
lation, The liberties of a nation cannot be bought too 
dear; but che whole coſt of theſe boroughs would not 
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amount to the profits of one jobbing contract. 


I have now anſwered all the queſtions you were vleafed 
- . to propoſe ; but I muſt mention another advantage which 


; ought to recommend the meaſures you are purſuing to | 


every friend to the internal peace and quiet of the king- 
dom, which is, that when the people have obtained a re. 
gular, legal, and ſpeedy way of giving effect to theit ſenti. 


ments, there can no longer be any apprehenſion of their | 


endeavouring to redreſs themſelves by mobs and tumults; 
and even ſuch regular and well conducted meetings ag 


yours will become needleſs. I mention this eircumſtance 


with the more ſatisfaftion, as it ſtamps your condu with 


the moſt unequivocal marks of diſintereſted patriotiſm, 


Power, when once acquired, is generally endeavoured to 
be preſerved, by its poſſeſſors; but you after having taken 
up yours from neceſſity, and employed it uſefully, are 
now endeavouring with unexampled virtue to render its 


continuance unneceſſary, For great as your fer- 


vices have been, in ſo ſoon forming a complete army, 
in the advantages you have procured for your country, in 
the good order you have preſerved, and in the efficacy you 
have given to law, you will derive ſtill greater credit, in 
my opinion, from your good ſenſe in ſeeing that a great 
military force totally unconnected w th the civil govern- 
ment cannot be a permanent eſtabliſhment in a free coun- 
try, whoſe fi ſt principle i 1s never to truſt abſolute power 
in any hands whatever. Your preſent endeavours to re- 
ſtore the conſtitution to its purity and vigour evidently 
tend to make this and every extraordinary inſtitution un- 
neceſſary; for when the people are fairly and equally re- 
preſented in parliament, when they have annual opportu- 
nities of changing their deputies, and through them of 
controuling every abuſe of government in a ſafe, ealy, 
and legal way, there can be no longer any reaſon for re- 
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curring to thoſe ever dangerous though ſometimes neceſſa- 
ry expedients of an arm d force, which nothing but a 
bad government can juſty. Such a magnanimous end to 
your proceedings, v hen after having reſtored. liberty, 
commerce, and a free government to your country, you 
ſhall voluntarily retire to the noble character of private 
citizens, peacrably enjoying the bleſſings you have procu- 

red, will crown your labours with everlaſting glory, and 
is worthy the genuine patriouc ſpirit which animates the 

Iriſh Volunteers. | | 


Before I conclude, I beg leave to expreſs a wiſh that 


the mutually eſſential connection between Great Britain 


and Ireland may ſoon be ſettled on ſome liberal and fair 
footing, That which did ſubſiſt was on ſuch narrow and 
abſurd principles that no friend to either kingdom can re- 


gret its loſs: founded on conſtraint and dependence, in- 


compatible with the condition of freemen, Ireland had an 
indiſputable right to diſſolve it whenever ſhe choſe ſo to 
do. But ſurely, if we do not mean a total ſeparation, it 
would be right to agree upon ſome new terms by which 
we are to continue connected. I have always thought it 
for the intereſt ot the two iſlands to be incorporated and 
form one and the ſame kingdom, with the ſame legiflature 
meeting ſometimes in Ireland as well as in England. But 
if there are difficulties to ſuch an union not to be got over 
at preſent, ſome {ſort of federal union at leaſt between the 
two kingdoms ſeems neceſlay to aſcertain the many cir- 
cumſtances that concern their joint intereſts ;- and an uni- 
en of this ſort may now be formed with much greater 
propriety than before, as it will be ſanttified by the free 
conſent of independent nations. * 1s” 


I do conceive that fone! ſteps of this ſort is abſolutely 
necellary, becauſe the preſent footing, of ſeparation rather 
Pa: : 
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than union, is too unfair to be able long to ſubſiſt. En. 
gland, beſides the load of the whole debt contrafted for 
the uſe of both kingdoms, bears all the burdens of naval 
defence and foreign negociations, and by far more 
than its proportion of the land ſervice in time of war, 
But what is worſe, is, that there is no certainty now leſt 
that we ſhall have the ſame enemies and the ſame friends: 
Different intereſts as they may appear, may lead one king. 
dom tothink a war neceſſary, and the other to remain in 
peace: the ſame king, in his different kingdoms, may think 
it wiſe to follow the advice of his reſpe&ive parliaments: 
I need ſcarcely add, that the unavoidable conſequences 
of ſuch a difference are a war between the two kingdoms, 
Unleſs ſome ſettlement takes place upop theſe and many 
other important ſubjefts, I am far from being cle that it 
will be for the advantage of liberty in either kingdom, that 
its Monarch ſhould continue the ſovereign of a neigh. 
bouring ſtate with which it has no connection, I am 
ſenſible that there are great difficulties attending the ad. 
juſtment of ſuch an union, and that it requires great wil- 
dom and temper to form it, eſpecially on the part of Ire- 
land, which muſt feel that ſhe ought to give the preponde- 
rance to Great Britain; but I am ſure the buſineſs ought 
not to be neglected, and that every true friend to both 
Kingdoms ought to give it his moſt zealous aſſiſtance, 


I beg pardon for having gone into a ſubjef not imme- 
diately belonging to that, upon which you have deſired my 
opinion, but ] thought it ſo connected with it, and at the 
ſame time ſo important, that I truſt you will excuſe my 
having introduced it, I fear J have been very long, but 
it was impoſſible for me to compreſs ſo much matter into 
a leſs compaſs, and when you wiſhed to have my opinion 
I thought it beſt to give it fully, or at leaſt as fully as 1 
could in a letter. If it contains one thought that can ho 
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uſeful I ſhali be happy. I have only to aſſure the Com- 
mittee of the zeal I feel for the cauſe the Volunteers 
have undertaken, to the ſupport of which I ſhall ever be 
ready to give every aſſiſlance in my power ; and that it 
is with the higheſt reſpe& and admiration for their con- 


duct, that 1 have the honour to be 
Their moſt obedient | 
and moſt humble Servant, 


| | RICHMOND, &e, 
Auguſt 1gth, 17831 


A BILL, ENTITLED, 

An AR for declaring and refloring the natural, unalienable, 
and equal right of all the Commons of Great Britain (in- 

 fants, perſons of inſane mind, and crtmanals incapacitated 
by law, only excepted) to vote in the election of their Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament: For regulating the manner 
of ſuch elections: For refloring annual Parliaments: For 
giving an hereditary ſeat to the fixteen Peers which ſhall 
be elected for Scotland: And for eftabliſhing more equita- 
ble regulations concerning the peerage of Scotland, 


HEREAS the life, liberty, and property of every 

man is or may be affected by the law of the land 

in which he lives, and every man is bound to pay obedi- 
ence to the ſame. 


And whereas, by the conſtitution of this kingdom, the 
tight of making laws is velted in three eſtates of King, 
Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembly, and the con. 


feat of all the three ſaid Eſtates, comprehending the 
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the whole community. 


And whereas the Houſe of Commons repreſents all the 
Commons of the realm, and the conſent of the Houſe of 
Commons binds the conſent of all the Commons of the 
realm, in all caſes on which the legillature is competent 


to decide. 


And whereas no man is, or can be actually repreſented 
who hath not a vote in the election of his Repreſentative. 


And whereas it is the right of every Commoner of this 
realm (infants, perſons of inſene mind, and criminals in. 
capacitated by law, cn!y"excepted) io have a vote in the 
eleftion of the Repreſentative who 1s to give his conſent 

to the making ot laws by which he is to be bound, 


And whereas the number of perſons who are ſuffered ts 
vote for eleQting the members of the Houle of Commons 
.do not at this time amount to one fixth part of the whole 
commons of this realm, whereby tar the greater part of 
the ſaid commons are deprived of their right to elett their 
Repreſentatives; and the conſent of the majority of the 
whole community to ihe paſſing df laws is given by per- 

ſons whom they have not delegated for ſuch purpoſe ; and 
the majority of the ſaid community are governed by laws 
made by a very \mall par! of the ſaid community, and to 
which the ſaid majority have not in fatt conſented by 
themſelves or by their repreſentatives, 


And whereas the ſtate of election of members of the 
Houle of Commons hath in proceſs of time ſo groſsly de- 
viated from its ſimple and natural principle of Repreſen- 
tation and equality, that in ſeveral places the members are. 
returned by the property of one man; that the ſmalled 


| Borouglis ſend as many members as the largeR Counties; 


whole community, is neceſſary to make laws which bind 
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and that a -majority of the repreſentatives of the whole 
nation are choſen by a number of voters not not exceeding | 
twelve thouſand. 


Now for remedy of ſuch Wa = uneual 1 Repreſen- 

tation and of the many miſchiefs which have ariſen there- 
from; and for reſtoring, aſſerting, and maintaining the 

rights of the Commons of this realm, be it declared and 

enacted, and it is hereby declared and enacted, by the 

King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 

conſent of the Lords Spritual and Temporal and Com. 

mons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled and by the au- 
thority of the ſame, That every Commoner of this realm (ex- 

eepting only infants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals 

incapacitated by law) hath a natural, unaltenable, and equal 
right to vote in the election of his Repreſentative in Parliament 

And whereas it was accorded by ſtatute in the fourth 

year of the reign of King Edward the Third,“ that a Par- 

liament ſhould be holden every year once, and more often 

if need be ;” which ſtatute was confirmed by another ſta. 

tute paſſed in the 36th year of the reign of the ſaid King 
Edward the third: And the practice in ancient times was 

for writs to iſſue for the election of a new parliament eve- 

ry year, 


And whereas frequent elections are indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſar / to enable the commons to alter and amend the choice 
of their Repreſentatives as they may ſee occaſion ; and 
ſuch elections ought to be as frequent as may be, conſiſtent 
vith the uſe of a repreſentative body: and the ancient 
practice of annual elections is well calculated for ſuch pur: 
pole, 


And whereas triennial and ſeptennial Parliaments, by 
rendering the exerciſe of the right of election leſs fre- 
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quent, tend to make the Repreſentatives leſs dependent 
on their conſtituents than they always ought to be; and 
alſo deprive the Commons for many years after they come 
of age of their franchiſe of electing their own repreſen. 
tatives ; Beit declared and enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That the election of members to ſerve in the Houſe of 
Commons ought to be annual. 


8 And whereas, in order to reform the manifold abuſes 
1 which in proceſs of time have been ſuffered to take root 
5 in the manner of electing the Repreſentatives of the Com- 
| ö mons, and in order to eſtabliſh a free, true, and equal re- 
lt preſentation of all the people, it is neceſſary that all the 
laws reſpecting the election of members of Parliament 
not applicable to the preſent intended reform ſhould be 
repealed and annulled, and that the manner of eleQing 
the Commons in Parliament, and all matters and things | 
F reſpecting the ſame, be new modelled according to the 
1 preſent ſtate of the kingdom and to the ancient and unalie- 
nable rights of the people. Be it enacted by the authori- 
ty aforeſaid, That all future elections for Repreſentatives 
of the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament ſhall be 
made according to the proviſions and regulations of this 
act, and not otherwiſe; and that all other acts, laws, cul- 
toms, and uſuages contrary thereto, or ſuch parts of them 
as are inconſiſtent therewith, ſhall be, and the ſame are 
hereby repealed, annulled, and made void to all intents 


and purpoſes whatſoever, 


And be it further enacted, That the number of mem- 
bers to fit in the Houſe of Commons ſhall remain and be 
the ſame as at preſent, and ſhall conſiſt of five hundred and 
Fiſty-eigůit members. 


And whereas the due proportion of Commoners to 
elect each member of Parliament can be properly deter- 
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mi ned but from a knowledge of the whole number of 
commoners in the kingdom having a right to vote : Be 
it enacted, That in order to aſcertain the ſame, this act 
ſhall forthwith be tranſmitted by one of his Majeſty's 
principal Secretaries of ſtate to the Miniſter 6f each pa- 
riſh, and likewiſe to each acting Juſtice of the Peace, in 
Great-Britain : And each of the ſaid miniſters ſhall read, 
or cauſe to be read, the ſaid aft in his pariſh church im- 
mediately after divine ſervice and before the ſermon eve- 
ry Sunday in the month of November next : And each of 
the ſaid Juſtices of the Peace within their reſpeRive diſ- 
tricts ſhall diligently enquire on every Sunday in the ſaid 
month of November next; whether the ſeveral miniſters 
have read this act accordingly ; and'if it ſhall be found 
that any miniſter ſhall have negleRed ſo to do, the Juſtice 
of the Peace finding ſuch negle& ſhall cauſe this act to be 
read by ſome other perſon on the next Sunday in ſuch pa- 
riſh church in manner aforeſaid; 

And be it further enacted, That on the firſt of De- 
cember next the Miniſter of each pariſh, together with the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of- the poor, ſhall hold a 
veſtry at the church in the ſaid pariſh, which ſhall open 
at eight o'clock in the forenoon and ſhall cloſe at ſix 
oclock in the afternoon of the ſame day, at whick all 
perſons, not belonging to the Royal Navy, or ſerving in 
the embodied Militia or Army, and being on that day in 
the ſaid pariſh, ſhall have liberty to attend. And the ſaid 
Miniſter, Churchwardens, and Overſeers ſhall make out a 
true and correct liſt of the chriſtian and ſurname, trade, oc- 
cupation, age, and uſual place of dwelling, of all the men 
ot the age of 21 years and upwards, who on that day ſhall 
be in their reſpective pariſhes, and who ſhall appear and 
Claim a right to vote for the election of members of parli« 
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ament, and ſhall ſubſcribe and take the following oath be» 
fore the ſaid Miniſlers, Churchwardens and Overſeers, 
who are hereby enabled and required to adminiſter the ſame 
viz. © I A. B. do ſwear, that l ama natural born ſubjeft 
of Great-Britain, that Tam of the age of twenty one years, 
that I am not ferving in the embodied militia, nor belong- 
Ing to the royal navy or army, and that I have not this 
day been to claim my right of voting for the election of a 
Member of Parliament, or have been ſworn for the ſame 
before, in this or any other pariſh or place, ſo help me 
God.” And ſuch liſts ſo made out ſhall be certified, un- 
der the ſignature ind ſeal of the ſaid Miniſter, and of each 
of the Churchwardens and Overſeers, who ſhall attend 


ſuch veſtry, to be a true and correct liſt; and a copy of 


the ſame ſhall be taken and preſerved by ſuch Miniſter and 
by each of the ſaid Churchwardens and Overſeers; and 
ſuch original liſt, together with all the copies of the ſame, 
ſhall on the 15th day of December next be carried by 
ſuch Miniſter, Churchwardens, and Overſeers to the Jul. 
tices of the Peace, who are hereby required to hold petty 
ſeſſions on that day within their reſpective diviſions; and 
fuch liſts and copies ſhall then and there be ſworn to as true 
and correct before ſuch Juſtices of the Peace by ſuch 
Miniſter, Churchwardens, and Overſeers : and their re- 
ſpeftive affidavits ſhall be certified on the ſaid lift by ſuch 
Juſtices of the Peace. And ſuch original lift, ſo ſworn to, 
ſhall by ſuch Juſtices of the Peace be tranſmitted to the 
Clerk of the peace of their reſpective counties, or to the 
town clerk in cities which are counties of themſelves, ſo 
that ſuch clerk of the peace or town clerk may receive 
them on or before the firſt of January next, And the faid 
clerks of the peace and town clerks ſhall tranſmit the ſaid 
liſts to one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, 
ſo that he may receive them on or before the 20th of Ja- 
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nuary next. And one of the ſaid Secretaries of ſtate ſhall. 
forthwith ſend the ſaid liſts to the twelve Judges, who mall 
meet in the Exchequer chamber on the 21ſt of January 
next for the purpoſe of receiving ſuch liſts. : 


And be it enaQted, That the ſaid twelve Judges, then 
and there aſſembled, ſhall divide the total number of per- 


ſons ſo returned by. the number five hundred fifty-eight, 


being the number of members to be choſen ; and the quo=- 
tient found, ſhall, be adjudged to be the number of perſons. 
having a right to elect one member of Parliament. And 
the ſaid Judges ſhall. then proceed to. compute from the 
ſaid liſts. the number of perſons Who have a right to vote 

in each County, or City being a county of itſelf, in Great. 
Britain; and ſhall determine the number of members to. 
be elected by each county, or city being a county of itſelf 

in proportion (or as near as may, be) to ſuch number of 
electors in each county or. city, giving the advantage ta 
the ſmaller counties or cities where the numbers will not. 
admit of exact diviſion. And the ſaid Judges having ſo, 
determined the number of members to be returned by 

each county, and city being a county of itſelf, and the 
number of eleftors to chuſe one member, ſhall, on or be. 

fore the 1ſt of February next, tranſmit an account there. 
of to the Lord: High Chancellor ot England, 


And be it enacted, That the ſaid Lord High Chancellor 
ſhall, within four days after receiving ſuch account, iſſue 
his Writ to the High Sheriff ct each county, and to the 
Chief Magiſtrate in each city, which is à county; of itſelf, 
in Great Britain, diretiing him to, ſummon a grand jury 
conſiſting of all. ſuch perſons then living as have been 
teretofore ſummoned on grand juries: at the aſſizes in, 
uis county, to meet at eight o'clock. in the forenogn, on 
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the 10th of March next, at the uſual place of holding 
the ſummer aſſi zes for his county; and likewiſe the Mi. 
niſter, Churchwardens, and Overſeers of each pariſh 
1 within his county, to attend the ſaid grand jury. And 
1 the ſaid Chancellor ſhall tranſmit to the ſaid High She- 
Tiff and Chief Magiſtrate an account of the number o- 
members, to be returned by his county, and of the num- 
is. ber of electors to chuſe one member; which account the 
1 ſaid Sheriff and Chief Magiſtrate ſhall deliver, or cauſe ig 
1 be delivered, to the faid Grand Fury when aſſembled. 


And be it enacted, That on the 10th of March next, the 
ſaid High Sheriff of each county, and Chief Magiſtrate of 
each city, which 1s a county of itſelf, in Great-Britain, 
ſhall attend, and be foreman of, the ſaid grand jury : or 
in caſe of unavoidable abſence another perſon ſhall be 

* Choſen as foreman by the ſaid grand jury; and ſuch fore- 
man 1s hereby authorized and required, firſt to take, and 
then to adminiſter to every perſon ſummoned and who 
ſhall attend the ſaid grand jury, the following oath : I 
A. B. do ſwear that in the allotment of the ſeveral pariſh- 
es, or parts of pariſhes, into diſtrifts tor the election of 
members of parliament within this county, I vill act ac. 
cording to the beſt of my judgment and diſcretion, fairly 
and equally, and for the conveniency of the ſaid diſtricts, 
ſo help me God.” And the ſaid grand jury ſhall then 
proceed to diſtribute. into diſtritts the ſeveral pariſhes of 
their county. And each diſtrict ſhall conſiſt (as nearly as 

A may be) of ſuch number of perſons, having a right to vote 
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as are allotted to chuſe one member of Parliament accord- 
ing to the lifts made out in ſuch pariſhes, which will ap- 
pear by the duplicates preſerved by the Miniſt ers, Church- 
wardens, and Overſeers, who are hereby required to ⁊t- 
tend ſuch grand jury with ſuch duplicates. And where 
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pariſhes ſhall be greatly too large or too ſmall to form diſ- 
tricts of themſelves, ſuch pariſhes may be divided or join- 
ed either in whole or in part with other contiguous 
pariſhes, for the purpoſe of forming diſtricts as 
aforeſaid, according to the judgment and diſcre- 
tion of the ſaid Grand Jury. And the ſaid Grand Jury 
having ſo divided their county into diſtrifts, the ſame ſhall 
be adjudged to be.and be called boroughs : And the ſaid 
Grand Jury ſhall affix to each borough the name of the 
principal pariſh 1 in ſuch borough. And the ſaid Foreman 
ſhall return into the court of Chancery, ſo. that it may ar- 
rive there on or before the 1ſt of April next, a liſt of ſuch 
boroughs within his county, certified under the hands and 
ſeals of the ſaid foreman and of all the members who 
attend the ſaid Grand jury; and ſuch certificate ſhall be in 
the following form: We, whoſe names are hereunto, 
ſubſcribed and ſeals affixed, the. Foreman and Grand Fury 
of the county of aſſembled on the 10th of 
March 178 in purfuance of an act paſſed in the year 
of his preſent Majeſty's reign entitled An Act, &c. do cer- 
tity that the above diſtribution is an equal diviſion of the 
ſaid county, in to diſtricts as directed by the ſaid act, or as 
nearly ſo as the circumſtances of this county would admit.“ 


And be it enacted, That each of the ſaid boroughs in 
Gieat Britain ſhall be entitled in all future elections to 
eleft one member to ſerve in the Commons Houle oh Pa- 
lament, and no more. And each member ſo elected ſhall 
be called a burgeſs. And the ſaid burgeſſes halt conſti- 
tute and form the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain. 
And no county, city, or borough (other than is directed 
by this act) ſhall in future be entitled to fend any Knight, 
Citizen, or Burgeſs of Parliament. 


And be it enafted, That the Lord High Chancellor, 


118 APPEN DIX, 


having received the returns herein before directed, ta be 
made to him by the ſaid foreman of Grand Junes, ſhall, 
on or before the 15th of April next, iſſue his Writ to the. 
High Sheriff of each county, and to the Chief Magiſtrate 
of each city being a county of itſelf in Great Britain, for 
the election of one member to ſerve in parliament for: 
each of the ſeveral. boroughs within his county or city: 
And the form ot the ſaid writs ſhall be ſuch as is annexed 
to this act. And the ſaid High Sheriff and Chief Magiſ. 
trate ſhall, within four days after the receipt of the ſaid 
Writ, iſſue his precept to the Head Conſtable or ſenior. 
Peace officer, for the time being, of each borough within 
bis county or city, (who is hereby appointed returning 
officer of ſuch borough) for the election of one member 
to ſerve in Parliament for the {aid borough; and the form 
of the ſaid precept ſhall be ſuch as is annexed to this act. 
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And be it enacted, That the returning officer of each 
borough ſhall on the 15th of May next cauſe proclama« 
tion to be made in each Pariſh within his borough, that 
the day fixed for chuſing a new Parliament is the firſt of 
September following; and that every perſon, intending 
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' to olfer himſelf as a candidate for the ſaid borough, and 
Þ- duly qualified by law, is to ſend to him the ſaid feturning, 
i þ officer a declaration in writing, ſigned by ſuch perſon, of 
| j his being a candidate to repreſent the ſaid borough ; ſo. 
J that he the ſaid returning offi cer may receive the ſame on 


or before the 15th ot June next. And the ſaid returning 
officer ſhall, on the 16th of June next, cauſe the ſaid de- 
claration or declarations to be proclaimed in every paiiſh. 
within bis boxough, and a, copy thereof, atteſted under 
his ſignature, to be affixed on the door of the Church of 
every pariſh within his borough ; or in caſe he ſhall not 
| have received any ſuch declaration he ſhall make procla- 
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mation that there are no candidates for the ſaid borough. 


And it ſhall and may be lawful for the inhabitants of ſuch. 


borough to aſſemble in their reſpeQive pariſhes on the 
17th of June next, to conſider of the candidates (if any) 
who offer, and to declare any qther candidate or candidates 
they may think proper, by writing addreſſed to the return. 
ing officer and ſigned by not lefs than one hundred of the 
ſaid inhabitants ; provided ſuch declaration be delivered 
to the ſaid returning officer before ſix o'clock in the even- 
ing on the ſaid 17th day of June next, and that the quali- 
fication of ſuch candidate or candidates to fit in Parlia- 
ment be ſituate within the ſaid borough. And the ſaid 
returning officer ſhall, on the 18th of June next, cauſe 2 
liſt of all ſuch candidates, diſtinguiſhing thoſe who offer 
themſelves from thoſe who are ſet up by the inhabitants, 
to be proclaimed in every pariſh within his borough, and 
likewiſe a copy of ſuch liſt atteſted under his ſignature to 
be affixed on the door of the church of every pariſh with- 
in his borough. And the ſaid returning officer ſhall, on 
the ſaid 18th of June next, tranſmit by the poſt to one 
of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State a liſt of 
ſuch candidates; and one of the ſaid Secretaries of State 
ſhall cauſe the ſame to be inſerted in the Gazette on or 
before the 15th of July next: And no other perſon ſhall 
thereafter become a candidate for ſuch borough at ſuch 
election. 0 


And be it enafted, That every perſon who fhall be ſo 
declared by one hundred of the inhabitants of any pariſh 
to be a candidate for the borough in which ſuch pariſh is 
lituate, and whoſe qualification ſhall at the time of ſuch 
declaration be ſituate within the faid borough, ſhall, if 
choſen, be compellable to attend parliament like othet 
members, Provided always that no perſon having ſerved 
for one parliament ſhall be compellable to ſerve again. 
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And be it enacted, That the ſenior peace officer for the 
time being of each pariſh ſhall act as deputy to the return. 
ing officer of the borough in which ſuch pariſh is ſituate, 
and ſhall in all things reſpecling this act pay due obedi. 
ence to ſuch directions as he ſhall receive from the re- 
turning officer, and previouſly to his acting as his deputy 
ſhall take the following oath before the ſaid returning 
officer, © I B. C. will faithſully and honeſtly diſcharge 
my duty as deputy to the returning officer of the borough 
of in the elettion of a Member of Parliament, 
ſo help me God,” which oath the ſaid returning officer 
is hereby authorized and required to adminiſter, 


And be it enafted, That on the firſt of September next 
the ſenior peace officer in each pariſh throughout the king: 
dom of Great. Britain ſhall make proclamation at 8 o'clock 
in the forenoon, at the church of the ſaid pariſh, that he 
is immediately proceeding to the election of a member 
to ſerve in parliament for the borough in which ſuch pas 
1iſh is ſituate; and that ſuch election will cloſe at fix o“ 
clock on the ſame evening. And ſuch ſenior peace offi 
cer ſhall then declare the names of ſuch perſons as are le- 
pal candidates for ſuch borough, and read or cauſe to be 
read the clauſes in this act, which infli& penalties on per- 
ſons who ſhall be found guilty of perjury, bribery, cor: 
ruption, or other offences, againſt this act, and which in- 
capacitate perſons convicted of certain crimes from being 
elected, or from voting for the election of, a Member of 
Parliament. And the ſaid ſenior peace officer ſhall then 
proceed to collect the votes, by taking a poll in ſuch man- 
ner, as is herein after directed, of all ſuch men as ſhall on 
that day be in the ſaid pariſh and ſhall offer themſelves to 
vote. And ſuch poll ſhall continue open until {ix o'clock 
jn the afternoon of the ſame day and no longer. And ever 
man offering himſelf to vote, ſhall give an account of his 
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chriſtian name, ſurname, trade or occupation, and uſual 
and laſt place of abode, and ſhall ſign his name or make + 
his mark oppoſite to an entry thereof which ſhall be made 
in a book to be provided by the ſenior peace officer for 
luch purpoſe. And every man offering hiraſelf to vote 
ſhall take the following oath, which the ſaid officer is 
hereby authorized and required to adminiſter ; «I A. B. do 
ſwear that I am a natural born ſubje&t of Great Britain, 
that I am twenty-one years of age, that 1 have not on this 
day voted before in this pariſh or in any other pariſh or 
place for the election of a Member of Parliament : that L 
am not an officer, non-commiſſioned officer, warrant offi- 
cer, drummer, or private man in the embodied militia, na- 
vy, or army: and that my chriſtian name, ſurname, trade. 
occupation, and uſual and laſt place of abode is ſuch as 
by me now declared, ſo help me God.” And every man 
offering himſelf to vote ſhall further take ſuch oath of 
oaths as are, or may be enacted againſt bribery and cor- 
ruption, And every man whatever (not of inſane mind 
Ir a criminal incapacitated by law) offering himſelf to 
vote in any pariſh, who ſhall have given an account of 
himfelf as aforeſaid, and ſhall have taken the aforefaid 
vaths, ſhall be admitted to vote at ſuch elections for ſach 
egal candidate as he ſhall think fit, 


And be it enafted, That in caſe the ſaid ſenior peace 
officer ſhall have cauſe to ſuſpe& that any perſon voting 
at ſuch election is not entitled to vote according to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, or ſhall be requeſted 
by any of the candidates or by any of their agents to place 
aquere oppoſite to the name of any voter with the reaſon 
of ſuch quere, but ſhall not refuſe to take the vote of any 
man who ſball have ſigned the book and taken the oath 
worefaid: and the validity of ſuch quered vote ſhall after 
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wards be determined, upon petition, by the committee of 
the Houſe of Commons to which ſuch eleftion ſhall be re- 
Terred, And ſuch peace officer ſhall on the day next after 
the election deliver to the returning officer of his borough 
the poll book ſo taken. And the ſenior peace officer of 
every Pariſh ſhall provide a ſufficient number of clerks 
to aid and aſſiſt him in taking the ſaid poll. And the Juf. 
tice of the peace in their quarter ſeſſions, to be held next 
after ſuch expence for the hire of the ſaid clerks and the 
purchaſe of the ſaid books ſhall have been incurred, ſhall 
allow the ſame, or ſo much as they ſhall deem reaſonable 
and ſach expences ſo allowed ſhall be paid by the trea- 
ſurer of the county out of the county rates. 


And whereas men ſerving as officers, non- commiſſion- 
ed officers, warrant officers, drummers, or private men in 
the embodied militia, navy or army, may at the time of 
election be aſſembled together in large bodies in places diſ- 
tant from their reſpective pariſhes, and if ſuffered to vote 
like other ſubjetts for whatever borough they may chuſe 
might combine together under impfoper influence and 
vote in bodies, and thereby decide the election in places 
to which they do not belong, and where they have no 
connection, to the prejudice of the inhabitants of ſuch 
places and of the kingdom at large : And whereas it would 
be unjuſt that men who expoſe their lives for the defence 
of their country ſhould be deprived of thoſe effential rights 
which are by this act reſtored to every ſubject. Be it en- 
afted, for the preſervation of ſuch rights, and for the pre- 
vention of ſuch inconveniencies. That every officer, 
non-commiſſoned officer, warrant officer, drummer, and 
private man in the embodied militia, navy or army, ſhall 
be entitled to vote for the election of a member to repre- 
Tent him in Parliament, in the manner herein after dire& 
ed, and not otherwiſe, 
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And be it enated, That every officer, non-commiſſion- 
ed officer, warrant officer, drummer, and private man in 
the navy or army, and every officer, non-commiſſioned offi- 
cer, and drummer of militia when embodied, {hall (it he 
ſhall ſo think fit) as ſoon as he ſhall, arrive, or be, in any 
port or place within this kingdom, go before and be exa- 
mined upon oath by a Juſtice of the Peace touching the 


place of his laſt ſettlement if in England or of his birth ik 


in Scotland; and ſuch Juſtice of the peace ſhall for the 
purpoſe of this act adjudge the ſame accordingly, and 
give a certificate of ſuch adjudication to the commanding 
officer of the ſhip, or corps to which ſuch man belongs; 
and when any man ſhall enter or enliſt, or receive a com 
miſſion in the militia, navy or army, a ſimilar proceeding 
in reſpe& to ſuch man ſhall be had it required; and the 
ſaid commanding officer ſhall, from. time to time, within 
eight days after the receipt of any ſuch certificate from a 
Juſtice 'of the Peace, tranſmit the ſame to the office of 

Admiralty or Wat office ; and ſuch certificate ſhall be 
fled and kept in the ſaid office as matter of record. And 

the board of Admiralty or Secretafy at War, ſhall, within 
one month aſter the receipt of ſuch certificate, cauſe a. 
cc py thereof atteſted by the Secretary or chief clerk of 

the ſaid office to be tranſmitted to the pariſh to which 

ſuch man is adjudged to belong. And in caſe any man 

ſhall be removed or drafted from one ſhip or corps to an- 
other, an account of ſuch removal ſhall in like manner 

be certified to. ſuch pariſh; and all ſuch certificates ſo. 

tanſmitted to ſuch pariſh ſhall be preſerved in a cheſt in. 

the church of ſuch pariſh. 


And be it further enacted, That every officer, non- com- 
miſſioned officer, warran: officer, drummer, or private man. 
in the nav y, or army, ſhall be entitled to vote for the elece 
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tion of a Member of Parliament only for the Borough in 
which the pariſh to which he has been ſo adjudged to be- 
long i is ſituate: And every officer ſerving in the militia, 
who ſhall have delivered in to the clerk of the peace his 
qualification, ſhall, during the time he is embodied, be 
entitled to vote for the election of a Member of Parlia- 
ment only in ſuch borough where ſuch qualification, or 
the greater part thereof, is ſituate * And every other offi. 
cer, non- commiſſioned officer, and drummer of militia, 
ſhall during the time he is embodied, be entitled to vote 
for the election of a Member of Parliament only in ſuch 
borough in which the pariſh he ſhall have been ſo adjudg- 
ed to belong is ſituate: And every private militia man, 
while he is embodied, ſhall be entitled to vote for the 
election of a Member of Parliament only for the borough 
| | In which the pariſh he ſhall then be ſerving for 1s ſituate, 
1 And the clerk of the peace in each county where the mili- 
' tia is or ſhall be raiſed, ſhall on the firſt of Auguſt next 
make out a certificate of the qualification delivered to him 
ol each officer who ſhall then be ſerving in the embodied 
militia, and ſhall ſign and tranſmit the ſame to the ſenior 
Peace officer of the pariſh i in which the ſaid qualification, 
or the major part t thereof, 1s ſituate, 


And beit enafted, That as ſoon as the lift of candi- 
dates ſhall appear in the Gazette, every officer, non- com- 
miſſioned officer, warrant officer, drummer and private 
man in the embodied militia, navy or army, who ſhall at 
that time be reſiding in Great Britain, or be in any port 
within the kingdom, ſhall, within twenty-ſix days after 
the ſaid publication in the Gazette, (that is, on or before 
the 10th of Auguſt next) have a right to go before a Juſtice 
of the Peace, and give his vote in favour of any perſon 
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to vote for. Ard the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace ſhall read 
to ſuch perſon a liſt of the candidates for the borough. for. 
which he ſhall claim a right io vote, as publiſhed in the 
Gazette; and alſo the clauſes in this act which inflict 


penalties on perfong who ſhall be found guilty of peijury, 


bribery, corruption, or other offences againſt this act, 


and which incapacitate perſons convicted of certain 


crimes from being elected, or from voting for the election 
of a Member of Parliament : and ſhall likewiſe adminiſ- 
ter to ſuch perſons the following oath; * I A. B. do 
ſwear that lam a natural born lubject of Great Britain, 
that I am twenty-one years of age, that I am an officer, 
non-commiſſioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, or 
private man 1n the embodied militia, navy or army (as 
the caſe may be \ ſpecifying the ſhip or corps to which ſuel 
perſon belongs and that I have not before voted tor any 
other * than that for which I now claim a right to 
vote.“ And likewiſe ſuch oath or oaths as are, or ſhall 
be, enafted againſt bribery and corruption. And ſych Juſ- 
tice of the Peace ſhall then take an account of the name, 
rank, and corps of ſuch perſon, and of the candidate for 
whom he ſhall vote ; which account ſhall be ſubſcribed 
and ſworn to by "IN perſon, and certified by ſuch Juſtice 
of the Peace, who ſhall by the next poſt tranſmit the ſame 
to the returning officer of the borough for which ſuch per- 


fon ſhall vote, ſuch perſon paying to the clerk of the laid * 


Juſtice of the Peace one ſhilling for the ſame, and no 
more. And the returning officers of the ſeveral boroughs 
ſha!l not be chargeable with any duty of poltage for lets 
ters containing ſuch certificates, 


And be it enacted, That one of his Majeſty's principal 
Secretaries of State ſhall cauſe the Gazette or Gazettes, 
Containing the ſaid lift of candidates, to be tranſmitted, 
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as ſoon as publiſhec, to every acting Juſtice of the Peace 
within the kingdom. 


Provided always, That nothing in this act contained 
ſhall deprive: or be conſtrued to deprive any perſon be- 
longing to the militia when diſembodied, from voting in 
ſuch borough as he ſhall think fit, in the ſame manner as 
all other commoners are by this act, enabled to do. 


And be it enacted, That the ſaid returning officer ſhall, 
immedlateiy aſter having received the poll books, proceed 
with the aſſiſtance of the peace officers who have taken 
the poll books, to examine the ſaid poll books, together 
with ſuch certificates as ſhall have been made to ſuch re. 
turning officer from Juſtices of the Peace of the votes 
given by perſons in the embodied militia, navy and army, 
for bis borough ; and ſhall compare ſuch certificates of 
votes with the certificates before tranſmitted from the Ad- 
miralty, or War-office, of the adjudications reſpefting 
ſuch right of voting ; and with the certificates of the 
clerks of the peace concerning the qualification of offi« 
cers of militia : And ſuch of the ſaid votes as ſhall appear 
to the ſaid returning ofhcer to be legal votes, ſhall be by 
him admitted as ſuch: And ſuch returning officer ſhall, 
within three days after the election, declare that candidate 
to be duly elected who ſhall appear from the poll books, 
and from the certificate votes, to have the greateſt num- 
ber of legal votes in his favour, admitting ſuch as are que- 
ried, And the ſeveral returning officers Ihall, immediately 
after having made ſuch declaration, make their returns to 
the precepts from their reſpeftive High Sheriffs. And 


the reſpettive High Sheriffs ſhall immediately after re- 


ceiving ſuch returns from the returning officers, make 
their returns to the writs from the Lord High Chancel- 
lor. And the Lord High Chancellor ſhall cauſe a liſt ol 
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the names of the members who are returned for the re- 
ſpective boroughs, to be publiſhed in the Gazette, on or 
before the the firſt of October next. 


And be it enated, That it ſhall be lawful for every 
commoner (poſſeſſing a land qualification as by Jaw direc- 
ted) to offer himſelf as a candidate for any borough with- 
in the kingdom, and for as many boroughs as he fhall 
think proper ; and if any candidate is returned a member 
for more than one borough, ſuch member ſhall, within 
fourteen days after the liſt of members returned ſhall 
have been publiſhed in the Gazette, make his option in 
writing, diretted to the Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land, of the place for which he chuſes to ſerve. And the 


Lord High Chancellor ſhall forthwith iſſue a new writ for 


a new election for that borough, or thoſe boroughs, for 
which ſuch member hath not made his option to ſerve. 
And in caſe any vacancy ſhall happen for any borough 
previous to the election of a ſpeaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons,the Lord High Chancellor ſhall iſſue his writ for fil. 
ting up ſuch vacancy ; and in caſe any vacancy ſhall hap- 
pen for any borough after a ſpeaker is choſen, the ſpeaker 
thall iſſue his warrant for filling up ſuch vacancy. 


And be it enacted, That when any vacancy for a bo. 
rongh 15 to be filled up, ſuch perſons only as by the poll 
books or certificates ſhall appear to have aftually voted at 
the laſt general election in or for the borough where ſuch 
vacancy ſhall Happen, ſhall have a right to vote at the elec- 
ton occaſioned by ſuch vacancy: 


And be it enacted, That the Houſe of Commons, ſa cho- 
ſen, ſhall meet every year, when ſummoned by his Majeſ- 
ty's proclamation for the diſpatch of buſineſs : That all 
petitions concerning undue returns ſhall be preſented the 


arſt day of the ſeſſions : That the Houſe of Commons, 
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immediately after ſweating their members, hall proceed 
to chuſe Committees, as by law directed, to decide electi- 
ons againſt which petitions ſhall have been preſented : 
That no other buſineſs ſhall be proceeded on until all the 
ſaid controverted elections ſhall be decided : That ſeveral 
Committees may proceed at the ſame time on different 
elections; That the houſe ſhall ſit and be called over eve- 
ry day til Committees for all conteſſed elections ſhall 
be formed : That no Coinmittee ſhall be allowed to fit 
longer than three days for the determination of any elec- 
tion : That no counſel for any of the parties ſhall be al* 
lowed to ſpeak aſter the firſt day : and that the witneſſes 
ſhall be examined by the Committee and not by the coun- 
ſel. 


And be it declared end enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That the Houſe of Commons ſo elected ſhall be ta. 
ken and reputed to be the only true repreſentatives of all 
the Commons of Great Britain, and ſhall by the con- 
ſent of the ſaid repreſentatives, or by the majority of them 
bind the conſent of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
in all matters and things on which the ſaid Houſe of Com- 
mons is competent to decide, and to the paſſing of all 
fuch laws as parliament hath a right to enat, 


And be it further enacted, That the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſo choſen; ſhall continue and be the repreſentatives 
of the Commons of Great Britain for one year only, and 
no longer; to be computed from the firſt day of Septem- 
ber on which ſuch election ſhall have taken place. And 
that on the firſt day of September in every year, for ever 
after, (or on the ſecond of September when the firſt ſhall 
fall on a Sunday) all the Commons of Great Britain (ex- 
cepting only minors, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals 
Incepacitated by law) ſhall progeed to the election of new 


Ani 1 


burge fes, in the ſame manner and form 4s is deri be. 
fore directed to be obſerved for the election of ares, 
or the year-next enſuing, off 


And whereas the oaths, - which by this af are direfted 
to be taken, for preventing the admiſſion of illegal votes, 
may not be a ſufficient guard againſt the ſame, unleſs the 
breach of ſuch oaths be attended with puniſhments ade- 
quate to ſuch offences, be it enacted, That in caſe any 
perſon ſhall be duly convicted of wilful petjury, in falſe. 
ly taking any of the oaths preſcribed by this aft, every 
ſuch perſon ſhall be committed to the common gaol of 
the county Where ſuch offence ſhall have been committed; 
there to remain without bail or mainprize for the ſpace of 
three years, and be incapable of ever voting again in any 
borcugh for the election of a Member of Parliament, Pro- 
vided always that every proſecution for ſuch offence ſhall 
be commenced within twelve calendat months next after 
the ſame ſhall have been committed, and not afterwards: 


And be it enafted, That no perſon who has been or 
ſhall be duly convicted in a court of law within this realm 
of the crimes of high treaſon, treaſon, murder, felony, 
perjury, forgery, grand or petty larceny, or any of. them, 
ſnall be capable of being elected, or of voting for the 
election of a Member ot Parliament in or for any bo. 
rough within this kingdom. 


And be it further enacted, That if any yerfor berein 
direfted to perform or do any matter or thing relative to 
the carrying this act into execution, ſhalt negle&, or re- 
ſuſe to pay due obedience thereto, in ſuch manner, and at 
ſach times, as is, and are herein preſcribed, every perſon 
lo offending ſhall forfeit the ſum of five hundred pounds 
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to any perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame in any of his mis 
jeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſler by action of debt, 
bill, plaint or information, wherein no eſſoin, protection, 
or wager of law, nor more than one imparlance ſhall be 
allowed. And in caſe ſuch offender ſhalt be the Lord 
High Chancellor, or any of the Judges, or either of the 
Secretaries of State, or any Clerk of the Peace, he ſhall, 
over and above ſuch penalty, be, from the time of ſuch 
conviction, incapable of ever holding any office of truſt 
or profit. Provided always that every ſuit, action, or 
proſecution tor ſuch offence, ſhall be commenced withig 
twelve calendar months next after the ſame ſhall have 
been committed, and not afterwards. 


And whereas the Peers of Scotland in the Parliament 
of Great Britain are at preſent elected for ſeven years; 
whereby the ſaid Peers of Scotland are not upon the ſame 
footing with the hereditary Peers of England, be it en- 
ated by the authority aforeſaid, That the Peers of Scot- 
land ſhall, on the firſt day of September next, proceed to 
the eleftion of ſixteen Peers to fit in the parliament of 
Great Britain for the kingdom of Scotland, and that ſuch 
| fixteen Peers ſo elected, and theit heirs male ſucceeding 
to their peerage, ſhall, from the time of ſuch eſection, 
continue to fit and vote in the parliaments of Great Bri- 
tain, as Peers of Scotland, without any new election for 
ſuch purpoſe. And when any vacancy ſhall happen, by 
the extinction of the male line in any of the peerages be- 
Jonging to the Peers elected to repreſent the peerage of 
Scotland in the parliament of Great Britain, ſuch vacancy 
ſhall be filled up by a Peer of Scotland, to be choſen by 
the Peers of Scotland; and the Peer ſo choſen, and his 
heirs male ſucceeding to his title, ſhall, from the time of 
ſuch election, continue to ſit and vote in the parliaments 
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of Great Britain, as a Peer of Scotland, without any new 
election for ſuch porpoſe. | 


And whereas. Peers. of Scotland having a right to ſit: 
and vote in the parliament of Great Britain, whether by 
election of the Peers of Scotland, or by being alſo En- 
gliſh peers, ought not to haye another, vote to be repre» 
ſented in the ſaid parliament, be it enatted, That no per- 
ſon having a right to ſit and vote in, the parliament of 
Great Britain, either as a Peer of England or of Scotland 
hall have a right to vote ſor the election of a Peer of 
Scotland to ſit and vote in the ſaid parliament of Great 
Britain. 


And whereas the Peers of Scotland, not elected to ſit 
and vote in the parliament of Great Britain, will have a, 
more diſtant proſpett of being ſo elected, when the right 
of ſitting and voting is hereditary in the male line of the 
families of the-peers ſo elected, and when, there will be 
no new elections excepting, when ſuch peerages. in, the 
male line ſhall become extin&,; and it is unreaſonable that 
the Peers of Scotland not elected as aforeſaid, ſhould for 
ſo long a time be deprived of the capacity, Which all other 
ſubje&s within the realm have of being created peers of 
Great Britain, and of being elected members of the Houſe 
of Commons: And whereas it is alſo unreaſonable that 
the eldeſt: ſons, and heirs apparent, of Peers of Scotland 
ſhould not be eligible to. repreſeot the commons of Scot- 
land, in the ſame manner as they, and the eldeſt ſons, and, 
heirs apparent of the Peers of” England; are eligible to re- 
preſent the commons in England; be it enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid; That- all- Peers of Scotland, as like- 
wiſe the eld eſt ſons, and'heirs apparent; of Peers of Scot- 
land, ſhall in future be capable of being created Peers ot 
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Great Britain, and of ſitting and, voting in parliament in 
conſequence of ſuch creation, and that the prior poſſeſſion 
of a peerage of Scotland, or being eldeſt ſon or heir appa- 
ent, of a Peer of Scotland, {ball be no bar or hinderance 
to ſuch new creation. And that ali Peers of Scotland, 

not elected to ſit and vote in the parliament of Great Bris 
tain, and the eldeſt ſons, and heirs apparent, of Peers of 
Scotland, ſhall be, and they are hereby declared to be ca- 
pable of being choſen to repreſent the Commons of Great, 
Britain, tor any borough within the realm, in the ſame 
manner as other perſons not having a right to fit and vote 
in the Houſe of Lords. And that the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
peerage of Scotland, or the being eldeſt ſon, or heir appa- 
1ent, of a Peer of Scotland, ſhall be no bar or hinderance 
to ſuch election, in any borough or place within the realm, 


Form of the writ to be 1ſſued by the Lord High Chancellor, 
on or before the 15th of April, every year, to the High 
Sheriff of each county, and to the Chief Magiſtrate of 
each city, being a county of iufelf, in Great Britain, 


FORGE the third, by the grace of God of Great- 

Britain, France and Ireland, King, defender of the 
faith, and ſo forth. To the Sheriff of the county (or 
City) of greeting: Whereas by the advice 
and aſſent of our council for certain arduous and urgent 
affairs, concerning us, the ſtate and defence of our king- 
dom of Great Britain, and the church, we have ordered 
a certain parliament to be holden at our city of Weſlmin» 
ſer, on the day of next enſuing, then and 
there to treat and have conference with the prelates and 
great men and peers of our realm, therefore we command 
and firifily enjoin you, that you cauſe proclamation of 
the day and place aforeſaid to be made in your next coun» 
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ty court to be holden after the receipt of this our writ, 


and that within four days after receiving this our writ, 


you iſſue your precept to the Head Conſtable or Senior 


Peace Officer for the time being, of each borough within 
your county (or city) for the elettion of one member ta 
ſerve in parliament. for ſuch borough, diretting him, on 
the 1ſt of September next, to cauſe one burgeſs of the 
moſt ſufficient and ©" wth freely and indifferently, to be 
elected by thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſuch election, ac- 


cording to the form of an act paſſed in the year 


of our reign entitled? An a for declaring and reſtoring 
the natural, unalienable and equal right of all the com- 
mons of Great Britain (infants, perſons of inſane mind, 
and criminals incapacitated by law, only excepted) to 
vote in the election of their repreſentatives in parlia- 
ment: For regulating the manner ot ſuch elections: For 
reſtoring annual Parliaments: For giving an hereditary 
ſeat to the ſixteen Peers which ſhall be elected for Scot- 
land : And for eſtabliſhing more equitable regulations 
concerning the peerage of Scotland.” And the names 
of thoſe burgeſſes ſo to be elected (whether they be pre- 
ſent or abſent) you cauſlg to be inſerted in certain incen- 
tures ro be thereupon made between you and thoſe who 
ſhall be preſent at ſuch eleftion and them at the day and 
place aforeſaid, you caaſe to come in ſuch manner, that 
the ſaid burgeſſes for themſelves and the commonality of 


the ſaid boroughs, may have from them full and ſufficient 


power to do and conſent to thoſe things which then and 
there by the common council of our ſaid kingdom (by 
the bleſſing of God) ſhall happen to be ordained upon the 
atorefaid affairs, ſo that for want of ſach power, through 
an improvidedt eleftion of the ſaid burgeſſes, the 
aforeſaid affairs may in no wiſe remain unfiniſhed. Wil- 
ling nevertheleſs that neither you nor any other Sheriff 
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of chis our ſaid kingdom be in any wiſe elected. And 
that the elections, in the full boroughs in your county, 
ſo made diſtinctly and openly under your ſeal and the ſeals 
of thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſuch election, you do cer. 
tify to us in our Chancery, at the place. atoreſaid, imme. 
diately after returns ſhall have been made to your precepts 
trom the aforeſaid head conſtables or ſenior peace officers, 
of each borough within your ſaid county, (or City) re- 
mitting to us one part of the aforeſaid indentures annexed: 
to theſe preſents, together with this writ. Witneſs our- 
ſelf at Weſtminſter the | day of in the 
year of our reign. | 


Form of the precept to be iſſued by the High Sheriff of eack | 
county, and by the Chief Magiſtrate of each city, being a, 
county of itſel If, in Great Britain, every year, within four 
days after receiving the wrt from the Lord High Chan. 

cellor, to the Head Conſtable or Senior Peace Officer, for- 
the time being, of eack borough within has county or city. 


(to wit) A. B. Eſq. Sheriff of the county (or city) 
aforeſaid, To the head conſtable or ſenior peace officer of. 
the borough of in my ſaid county (or city) greet- 
ing: By virtue of his Majeſty's writ under the great ſeal 
of Creat-Britain to me directed for eledting a burgeſs to, 
ſerve in the parliament to be holden at the city of Weſt- 
minſter on the day of next enſuing, for 
the borough of aforeſaid, Theſe are therefore to 
will and require you that you make proclamation within, 
the ſaid borough of the day of election, and cauſe freely 
and indifferently to be elected one burgeſs of the mot ſuf. 
fjcient and diſcreet, by thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſuch 
election, according to the form of an act paſſed in the 
year of our yeign, Els, 
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3:1ad © An att for-declaring and reſtoring the natural, 
unalienable, and equal right of all the commons of Great 
Britain (infants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals in- 
capacitated by law, only excepted) to vote in the election 
of their repreſentatives in parliament : For regulating the 
manner of ſuch elections: For reſtoring annual parlia- 
ments : For giving an hereditary ſeat to the ſixteen Peers 
which ſhall be elefted for Scotland : 'And for eſtabliſhing 
more equitable regulations eoncerning the Peerage of 
Scotland,” And the name of the faid burgeſs ſo e- 


| lefled (whether he ſhall be preſent or abſent) you cauſe 


to be inſerted in certain indentures to be made between 
me and thoſe who ſhall have intereſt in ſuch election, aud 
that you cauſe him to be and appear at his ſaid Majeſty's 
parliament to be holden at the faid city of Weſtminſter 
on the ſaid _ day of . next en- 
ſuing, ſo that the ſaid burgeſs may have full and ſufficient 
power for himſelf and the commonalty of the ſaid borough 
to do and conſent to thoſe things which of the common 
council of the ſaid realm ſhall be requiſite and neceffary to 
be done. And you are not to elett me or aay other. Sher. 
if of Great Britain. And the ſaid election you are forth- 
with to certify to tne, ſending to me one pact of the ſaid 
indentures annexed to this precept, that I may certify, 
the ſame to his Majeſty in Chancery; herein fai! not. 
Given under the ſeal of my office this day of 

in the year of the reigu of our 
forereign Lord George the third, of Great-Britain aud 
to forth, and in the year of our Lord 


NOTE. 
The Form of the Writs and Precepts ſtill in oe, (which 


— 
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is ſuppoſed to be very antient,) has been biete to #4 
much as poſſible. And it is remarkable that theſe writs 
jo the Sheriff ſtill direct, that all the members for the 
county, and for every city, and for every borough in his 
county, ſhall be elected by thoſe who at the proclamation (to 
be made in the county court) ſhall be preſent, according to 
the to the form of the ſtatute in ſuch caſe made and pro- 
vided: Indentures are to be made between the Sheriff and 
thoſe tho ſhall he preſent at Juch election; the election is 
to be made in his full county diſtinctly and openly, and the 
members are to come in ſuch manner that they may have for 
themſelves, and the commonality of their reſpefive boroughs, 
Sc ſufficient power to do and conſent to thoſe things which 
by the common council of the kingdom may happen to be or. 
dained upon the ſaid affairs (on which parliament is ſum- 
moned) /o that for want of ſuch power, through an impro- 
vident election of them, the ſaid affairs may in no wiſe re- 
main unfiniſhed, 

The precept from the Sheriff alſo direQs the returning 
Officers of cities and boroughs, that two members ſhall 
ſpeedily and indifferently be elected by thoſe who ſhall be pre. 
ſent at the ſaid election, according to the form of the Sta- 
tute in ſuch caſe made and provided. 


No, II. 
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No. II. 


— 
Mx. PITT's SPEECH 
ON A 


Parliamentary Reform. 


Extradted from the New ANNUAL REOISTER, for 


the Year 1782. 


POR a conſiderable time paſt, put-lic meetings had 

been occaſional.y holden, in vari-us parts of the 
kingdom, in which the ſtate cf parliamentary repreſenta- 
tion was the ſubjett of diſcuſſion, in which its inadequate- 
nels was ſtrongly pointed out, and in which ſpirited reſo- 
lutions were entered into relative to he neceflity of a 
more equal repreſentation of the people, Many meetings 
of this kind took place in the courſe of the year 1782, in 
the metropolis, and in different coun 1es, Cities, and towns 
of the kingdom. On the fi-ſt of February, at a common= 
hall of the livery of the city of London, at Guild-hall, it | 
was reſolved, *© That the unequal repreſentation of the 
people, the corrupt ſtate of parliament, and the perverſion 
thereof, from its original inſtirution, had been the princi- 
pal cauſes of the unjuſt war with America, ot the conſe. 
quent diſmemberment of the Britiſh Empire, and of eve. 
ry grievance of which the nation complained, That tacſe 
grievances could never be removed, unt I the right of the 
people to their conſtitutiona! ſhare in the Englith govern- 
ment ſhall be re-eiiabliſhed, by a fair and equal repreien- 
tation in parliament, and a frequent election of their re- 
preſentatives, according to ancient uſuage, That a com- 


x 
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mittee of the livery of London ſhould be appointed, for 
the purpoſe of obtaining a reſtoration of theſe rights: and 
that the ſaid committee ſhall take the moſt effectual me- 
thods for. obraining a more equal repreſentation of the 
people in parliament, and a frequent election of the repre- 
ſentatives, according to ancient uſuage; and that, for 
theſe purpoſes, they ſhould concur and correſpond with 
other committees throughout the kingdom.” Similar re- 
ſolutions were made at other meetings, and by other bo- 
dies; and, in particular, the committee of aſſociation for 
the county of York exerted themſelves with much ſpirit 
and ability in the management of this buſineſs, and pub. 
liſhed ſeveral addreſſes to the public on this important 


ſubjef, 


+ Theſe exertions of the people at length cauſed the 
matter to become in ſome degree an object of diſcuſſion 
in the houſe of commons. It was introduced into that 
aſſembly on the 7th of May, 1782, by Mr. William Pitt. 
That gentleman then obſerved, that the repreſentation of 
the commons in parliament was a matter ſo truly intereſt- 
ing, that it had at all times excited the regard of men the 
moſt enlightened ; and the defects which they had found 
in that repreſentation, had given them reaſon to appre- 
hend the moſt alarming conſequences to the conſtitution. 
That the frame of our con ſtitution had undergone material 
alterations, by which the commons' houſe of parliament 
had received an improper and dangerous bias, and by 
which, indeed, it had fallen ſo greatly from that direction 
and effect which it was intended, and ought to have in 
the conſtitution, he believed it would be idle for him to 
attempt to prove. It was a fact ſo plain and palpable, 
that every man's reaſon, it not his experience, muſt point 
it out to him, He had only to examine the quality and 
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nature of that branch of the conſtitution, as originally 
eſtabliſhed, and to compare it with its preſent ſtate and 
condition, That beautitul frame of government, which 
had made us the envy and admiration of -mankind, in 
which the people were entitled to hold ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
ſhare, was ſo far dwindled and departed from its original 
purity, that the repreſentatives ceaſed in a great degree to 
be connected with the people; it was the eſſence of the 
conſtitution that the people had a ſhare in the govern. 
ment by the means of repreſentation ; and its excellency 
and permanency muſt reſult from this repreſentation be- 
ing equal, eaſy, practicable, and complete, When it ceaſ- 
ed tobeſo; when the repreſentative ceaſed to have con- 
nection With the conſtituent, and was either dependant on 
the crown, or the ariſtocracy ; there was then a defect in 
the frame. of repreſentation, and it was not innovation, 
but recovery of conſtitution, to repair it. : 


Mr. Pitt further obſerved, that it was not now his ins 
tention to enter into any enquiry reſpecting the proper 
mode of reform, or to conſider what would moſt complete- 
ly tally and ſquare with the original frame of the conlti« 
tu ion. All that he at preſent intended was, to move for 
the inſtitution of a committee, to be compoſed of ſuch 
men as the houſe ſhould, in their wiſdom, ſelect, as the 
m-ſt proper and the beſt qualified tor inveſtigating this 
ſubject, and making a report to the houſe, of the belt 
means of carrying into execution a moderate and ſubſtan. 
tial reform ot the reprelentation of the people. But the? 
he would not preſs any particular propoſition upon the 
houſe, he ſtill thought it his duty to ſtate ſome facts and 
cucumiſtances, which, in his opinion, made this object of 
reform eſſentially neceſſary. He believed, indeed, that 

T2 
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there was no member of thai hnuſe, who would not acz 
knowledge, that the repreſentation, as it now ſtood, was 
incomplete. It was perfectly underſtood, that there were 
ſome boroughs under the influence of the treaſury, and 
others totally þ. {fed by them. It was manifeſt, that 
ſuch boroughs had no one uality of repreſentation in 
them. They had no ſhare nor concern in the general in- 
tereſt of the country, and they had in fact no ſtake for 
which to appoint their guardians in the popular aſſembly, 
The influence of the treaſury in ſome boroughs was alſo 
comeſted, not by the electors of thoſe boroughs, but by 
ſome one or other powerful man, who aſſumed or pre- 
tended to an hereditary property of what only ought te 
be the rights and privileges of the electors. The inte- 
reſts of the treaſury were conſidered, as well as the inte- 
Teſts of the great man, the lord, or the commoner, who 
bad connections with the borough; but the intereſts of 
the people, the rights of the electors, were the only 
things that never were attended to, nor_taken into the 
account. Would any man ſay, that in this caſe there was 
the moſt diſſ ant idea or principle of repreſentation? There 
were other boroughs, which had now in fact no actual ex- 
iſtence, but in the return vi members to the houſe, They 
had no exiſtence in property, in population, in trade, or 
in weight ol any kind. There were hardly any men in 
ſuch boroug!:s who had a right to vote; and they were 
the ſlaves and the ſubjects of perions who claimed the pro- 
perty of the boroughs, and who in fact made the returns. 
This alſo was no repreſentation, nor an thing like it. Aa. 
nother ſet of boroughs and towns, claimed to themſelves 
the right of bringing their votes to market. They had 
no other market, no other property, and no other ſtake ip 
the country, than the property and price which they pro- 
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cured for their votes. Such boroughs were the moſt dan» 
gerous of all others. So far from conſulting the intereſts 
of their country in the choice which they made, they held 
out their borough to the beſt purchaſer ; and in fact, ſome 
of them belonged more to the nabob of Arcot, than they 
did to the people of Great Britain, They were towns and 
boroughs more within the juriſdiction of the Carnatic, 
than the limits of the empire of Great Britain; and it was 
a fact pretty well known, and generally underſtood, that 
the nabob of Arcot had no leſs than ſeven or eight mem- 
bers in that houſe. Such boroughs were manifellly ſources 
of corruption: they gave riſe to an inundation of corrupt 
wealth, and corrupt members, by which no intereſt of the 
people of this country was promoted; and ſuch boroughs 
ought to be aboliſhed. 


Mr. Pitt proceeded to remark, that there was no man 
in that houſe who had more reverence for the conſtituti- 
on, and more reſpett, even for its veſtiges, than himſelf. 
But he was afraid, that the reverence, and the enthuſaſm 
which Engliſhmen entertained for the conſtitution, would, if 
not ſuddenly prevented, be the means of deſtroying it tor 
ſuch was their enthuſiaſm, that they would not even re- 
move its defects, for fear of touching its beauty. He ad- 
mired the one ſo much, ſo great was his reverence for the 
beauties oi that conſtitution, that he wiſhed to remove 
thoſe defects, as he clearly perceived, that they were de- 
ſe..s which altered the radical principles of the conſtitu- 
tion; and therefore, it would not be innovation, but re. 
covery-of conſtitution, to remove them. That a reform 
of the preſent parliamentary repreſentation was indiſpen. 
ſably neceſſary, was the ſentiment of ſome of the firſt and 
greateſt characters in the kingdom, and he ſhould 
alſo take the liberty to obſerve, that he well Knew it to be 
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the ſentiment of his much honoured father, the late Earl 
of Chatham. His lordſhip was firmly ot opinion, that a 
reform of the repreſentation was abſolutely requiſite for 
the ſecurity of the liberties of the people of this country, 
He concluded with moving. That a committee ſhould 

be appointed to enquire into the ſtate of the repreſenta» 
tion 1n parliament, and to report to the houſe their obſer. 
vations thereon,” The motion was ſeconded by Mr. Al. 

derman Sawbridge, 


Sir George Saville zealouſly ſupported the motion, and 
declared it to be his opinion, that the houſe might as well 
call itſelf the repreſentative of France as of the people of, Eng- 
land ; for the meaſures of the late miniſtry had certainly 
received the ſanction of that houſe, although they had 
as univerſally been reprobated by the country at large, 
He had a large tree, he ſaid, growing ſome time ſince on 
his eſtate, which bore many green leaves on the trunk of 
it, and ſeemed to be ina flouriſhing ſtate; but, on looking 
at the tree there appeared a hole or two, which he looked 
farther into, and, on a cloſe inſpection, he found the tree 
was rotten within; the inſide was mere touchwood He 
had the rotten part dug out, and now the tree formed 2 
commodious place, in which a dozen perſons might dine 
with pleaſure, He compared the preſent conſtitution to 
this tree; it appeared ſound, but on an inſpection it would 
be found like the tree, rotten at the heart. The nation 
was certainly in a very bad fiate, though a more equal par- 
liamentary repreſentation might contribute to remov® 
ſome of the public evils. 


The motion which was alſo ſupported by Mr. Fox, wa 
loſt, 161 to 141.“ | 
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No. III. 


HE Reader is requeſted to compare the following 
Extracts with that paſſage which the Attorney Ge- 
neral read from the Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Newark 


on a Parliamentary Reform. 


„% Do we not know, fic, that many of our little bo- 
zoughs are already become ſo venal, that their brokers, or 
rather their pimps, deal as openly for the ſale of them as 


bawds for that of a proſtitute.” 
Sir William Windham's Speech on a motion to limit the 
- number of Officers in his Majeſty's ſervice from fitting 
in the Houſe, —Gent. Mag Vol. X. p. 652, 1740. 


© Seats are let to hire, like ſtalls for cattle at a fair.“ 
Mr. Horne-Tooke's Petition to the preſent Commons. 


Dr. Swift's Letter to Mr. Pope, dated Jan. 10, 172 1.— 
As to Parliaments, ſays the Dean, I adore the wiſdom 
of that Gothic inſtitution which made them annual, and 1 
was confident our Liberty would never be placed on a firm 
fuundation until that ancient law was reſtored anoung us; 
for who ſees not, that while ſuch Aſſemblies are permitted 
to have a longer duration, there grows up a commerce ot 
Eorruption between the Miniſtry and the Deputies, 
wherein they both find their account, to the manifeſt dan- 
ger of Liberty; which traffic would neither anſwer the 
deſign nor the expence, if Parliaments were elected once 
@ year.“ : 


* Neceſſity has been the mother of the moſt eſſential 
improvements in the conſtitution. If our anceſtors had 
been ſo tenacious of old eſtabliſhments, as never to have 
made trial of anew inſtitution, what would have become 
of our liberties ? We need not, from any ſuperſtitious re- 
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verence for the wiſdom of our anceſtors, be afraid of in. 
novation. When reaſon, and the principles of the con. 
ſtitution, ſanction a Reform, muſt we be detered by mere 
names? JUDGES may be credulous—may err—nay, it is 


pofſivle, they may be corrupted ]“ 
Mr. Wedderburn's (now Lord High Chancellor) excellent 
Speech in favour of Serj. Glynn's motion to reſtrain 
the power of the Attorney General. See London Mu- 
ſeum, 1771. 


* The monſt ous injuſtice and glaring partiality of the 
preſent repreſentation of the Commons of England, is 
almoſt univerſally acknowledged; policy, no leſs than 
juſtice, calls our attention to this momentous point; for, 
without a true repreſentation of the Commons, our Con- 
ſtitution is eſſentially defective, and our PARLIAMENT, 


a DELUSIVE NAME, a mere PHANTOM, 
Wilkes's Speech in Parliament, March 21, 1776. 


The repreſentation which in England is but a mockery, 
in Scotland does not bear even the ſemblance of a real re- 


preſentatiun,—Lord Sempill's Addreſs to the Public. 


* They who will not conform their conduct to the pub. 


lic good, and cannot ſupport it by the pre ogative of the 


Crown, have adopted a new plan. They have totally a- 
bandoned the ſhattered and old faſhioned fortreſs of pre- 
rogative, and made a lodgment in the ſtrong hold of par- 
liament itfelf. If they have any evil deſign, to which there 
is no ordinary legal power commenſurate, they bring it 
into Parliament. There the whole is executed from the be- 
ginning to end, and the power of obtaining their object ab” 
ſolute and the ſafety in the proceeding per fe; no rules to 
confine, nor after reckonings to terrify, For Parliament 
ca not, with any great propriety, puniſh others, tor things 
in which they themſelves have been AccoMPLIICES. 
Thus, its controul upon the executory power, is loſt ; be- 
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kaufe it is made to partake i in every conſiderable af of Ce. 
ernment and impeachment, that great guardian of the 
purity of the Conſtitution, is in danger of being loſt; 
even to the idea of 1. Until this time, the opinion of 
the people, through the power of an aſſembly, ſtill in 
ſome ſort popular, led to the greateſt honours and emo- 
luments, in the gift of the Crown; Now the principle i 18 
reverſed; and the favour of the Court is the only ſure 
way of obtaining and holding thoſe honours, which ought 
to be IN THE DISPOSAL OF THE PEOPLE.—The diſ- 
tempers of Monarchy, were the great ſubje& of appre- 
henſion in the /aft century : in this thadiſtempers of Par- 
liament.— The people ought to be excited* to a more ſtrict 
and detailed attention to the conduct of their repreſenta- 
tives, Standards; for judging more ſyſtematically upon 
their conduf, ought to be ſettled in the meetings of 
counties and corporations, and frequent and correct liſts 
of voters, in all important queſtions, ought to be pro- 
cured. 


„By ſuch means, ſomething may be done, ſince it may 
appear who thoſe are, that, by an indiſcriminate ſupport 
of all adminiſtrations, have totally baniſhed all integrity 
and confidence out of public proceedings; have confound- 


* The Sriair of the People muſt frequently be xovszD in order to 
curb the ambition of the Court, and the dread of rouſing this Spirit mult 
be employed to prevent that ambition. Nothing is ſo effectual to this 
Purpoſe as the LinzaTY os Thy Patss, by which all the learaing, wite 
and genius of the Nation may be employed on the ſide of Freedom, and 
every one be animated to its defence. As long, therefore, as the ReyvsLie 
CAN part of our Government can maintain i:ſelf againſt the Monarchical, 
it will naturally be careful to keep the Preſs open, as of importance to ita 


o] ͤpreſervat ion. 
Hunz, on the Liberty of the Preſt, 
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Arzu. 
ed the beſt men wi th the worſt, and weakened and df. 
*olved, inſtead of ſtrengthening and compatting the gene. 
ral frame of government. 


« All other plans that are of a palliative nature, have 
"een found inſufficient to intereſt, and animate the great 
body of the people, from whoſe earneſtneſs alone, any 


reform can be expected. A long excluſion from any 
mare in the Legiſlature of their country, has rendered the 


great maſs of the people indifferent, whether the mono- 
Poly that ſubſiſts, continues in the hands of a more or leſs 
extended company; or whether it is divided by them in- 
to ſhares, of ſomewhat more or leſs juſt proportions. The 
Public feels itſelf unconcerned in theſe conteſts, except 
as to the oppreſſions it ſuffers, and the exactions it ſuffers, 
which it knows muſt continue ſo long as the people re- 
main deprived of all controul over their Repreſentatives, 


The leſſer Reform has been attempted with every 
poſſible advantage in its favour, not only from the zealous 
ſupport of the advocates for a more effeftual one, but 
from the aliiſtance of men of great weight, both in and 
out of power. But with all theſe temperaments and 
"helps, it has failed. No one proſelyte has been gained 
+rom corruption, nor bas the 4e ray of hope been held 
out from any quarter; that the Houſe of Commons was 


inclined to adopt any other plan of 1eform. The wEIGUT 


of CORRUPTION has crufhed this more gentle, as it 
wonld have defeated any more efficacious plan in like cir- 
cumſtances. From that quarter, therefore, I have no- 
thing to Rope, IT Is FROM THE PEOPLE AT LARGE 
THAT I EXPECT ANY GOOD; and I am convinced, that 
the only wav to make them feel that they are concerned 
za the buſineſs, is to conte nd for their u, clear, and ix 


r 
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@i/ptable vight of univerſal repreſentation.” 


-Burx2z's Thoughts on the preſent Diſcontents, Speech * Re- 
form of the Royal Houſhold. 


Rut the Houſe of Commons are corrupted and bei. 
bed!—And if the nature of ſuch an Aſſembly demands 
to be corrupted in order to purſue the public good, who 
but a viſionary can wiſh to remove corruption ? 


Younc's Example of France, à Warning to Britain.—Page gas 


* Influence, or, as Reformers call it, corruption, is the 
oil which makes the machine of government go well.” 


© EXTRAVACANT Cours, SELFISH MINISTERS, 
and CORRUPT MAJORITIES, are ſo intimately inter- 
woven with our practical treedom, that it would require 
better political anatomiſts, than our modern Reformers, 
to ſhew, on fact, that we did not owe our liberty to the 


identical evils which they want to expunge.“ 
Youn'e's Example of France, a Warning to Britain.— Page 151. 


A bold, animated, and maſterly writer, commenting on 
this paſſage, ſays, Could the whole National Conven- 
tion more groſsly Libel the King, the Miniſters, and the 
Parliament of this countty ?” 

Peace and Reform. —Page 52+ 

And yet this groſs Libel, this farrago of Toryiſm, is 
Janfioned and wARMLY AND PUBLICLY RECOMMEND- 
ED by Mr. Reeves and his Colſtitutional Aﬀſociates!!! 
When the reader compares theſe paſſages with that paſ- 
tage in the * Addreſs on a Parliamentary Reform,” ſo much 
commented upon by the ATTOKNEY GENERAL, I per. 
ſuade myſelt he will inſtantly pronounce this loyal effuſi- 
on of Mr. YouNG's, the moſt bare faced and libellous at. 
tack on the Conſtitution he has ever met with, and as far 
exceeding the Addreſs, &c.” in political guilt, as the 
meridian ſun exceed: in ſplendor the foggy vapour of the 

U s 


228 Artwork. E 
night. I imagine the reader will alſo be led to conchuds, 
that as I have been ſo ſeverely ſentenced for my crimes, 
that juſtice has been done to Mr. Younc in the hin 
proportion, according to the ſuperior enormity of his of. 
fence, and that he is now doing penance for his political 
fins in ſome gloomy ſolitary dungeon.—No ſuch thing! 
For Hrs patriotic exertions, he has been rewarded with a 
preſent of a ROYAL RAM—whether it had a GoL DEN 
FLEECE or not, I will not take upon myſelf to 
Hecide ; but certain it 18; that he at this moment holds 
& very lucrative poſt at the New BoARD or AcRIcUl- 
ru EH Had my LI BEIs been equal to Mr. Y's. perhaps] 
Dould have been appointed PRINTER To THE — 111 
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Page 5 Line 24, for thoſe, read theſe. g 
6 27, for a//ocrating, read aſſociates 
9 17, for received, read receive. 
9 21, for have, read had, 
12 25, for queſlions, read queſtions. 
18 23, for knowing, cad beleiving, 
39 17, for byjond, read beyond, 
70 12, dele the word as, 
74 28, for Nottingham, read Shefreld, 
75 26, for Nalional, read National. 
97 | 2, for * by one Year of 1mpriſonment,"* read one Fear's 
Impriſonment. | 
77 3, dele the words, „and ly an additional fine of thirty 
pounds,” 
77 8 for twenty, read one hundred, 


{ The AuTnor's co fine ment in NeweaTR?, at ſo great a diſtance 
from the Pieſs, he truſts will be a ſufficient apology tor the above, and 
various other typographical 1naccuracies which occur in the preceding 
dages. 
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| AND AUTHENTIC ARTICLES OF INTELLIGENCE 
F OR THE 


NEWARK HERALD, 


AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE AND LINCOLNSHIRE 
GENERAL ADVERTISER, 


Are received by the Printer D. Hor, and 
Mr. TAYLER, No. 5, Warwick-Square, Newgate-Streef, 
London. 

Tus; Paper is publiſhed every Tuts Av evening, and 
| contains all the 1mportant and authentic Intelligence 
of the London GAZ ET TE, and Monday NIcuT's 
PAPERS ; alſo the moſt material News and DEB AT ES of 
the whole Week, detailed in a very copious manner, 
which the limits of this Paper give ample room for, it be- 
ing (if not the largeſt) one ot the largeſt, now publiſhed in 
this Kingdom, 

The Circulation of the NEWARK HERALD is gee 
neral, and rapid, through the Counties of NoTTIN HAM, 
Lincoln; LIIcESTER, RUTLAND, DERBY, YORK, 
and part of CAMERIDOE.— This Paper is alſo fent by 
the Poſt {free of Expence) to every part of Great Britain; 
and is regularly filed at Mr. TAYLER's, Meſfrs, G. G. J. 
& J. RoBinsoN's, Paternofter-Row ; LLOoVPD's, CHAr- 
TER, PEELE'S, and LoNDON CorrEE-Housks; at any 
of which places Gentlemen who advertiſe in it, .may ſee 


that their Advertiſements are inſerted according to Or- 
der. 


*.* Mr TAYLER alſo takes in Advertiſements fer 


all * other Country Papers in Great Britain and Ire - 
land. 


Tu, Day i 15 pub led, Price 24 


THIRD EDITION, 


A NEW CATALOGUE 


OF THE 


BOOKS AND TRACTS 


CONTAINED IN 
'Holt's Circulating Library. 


—— 
— — 


T* Library is warmly recommended to the p atron« 

age of the Public.—lIt is perhaps tne moſt valuable; 
mo? extenſive, and moſt acceſſible of any Library in the 
kingdom, London only excepied. It compriſes an im- 
menſe number of Books, on every ſubject, art and ſci. 
ence. It is daily receiving an acceſſion of almoſt every 
new publication. 


TERMS. 
S D. 
OxE YEAR s SUBSCRIPTION, = = 33 
QUuARrTER's do. — -_ — 3 6 


% CATALOGUES ſent to any part of the country. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


FLORA BRITANNICA; 
Number I. 


FRICE 1s. 6d. PLAIN, AND gs. ACCURATELY CO» 
LOURED FROM NATURE, 


Containing Engravings of eight Plants, from original co- 


louted Drawings, the Natural Size, intended as the com- 
mencement of a Botanical Work, to conſiſt of a Col. 


lection ot 
BRITISH PLANTS. 


Comprehending Trees, Shrubs and Herbs; with their 
Latin and Engliſh Names, Place of Growth, time of 
Flowering ; alſo the Number of the Claſs and Order 
in which they are placed, according to the ſyſtem of 
the celebrated LINN Æus, Engraved with each Plate, 


By DAVID MARTIN, -ENGRAVER, 
Sheffield. 


183 Principal objett of this Publication, i is to ſupply 
the Public with a Collection of Britiſh Plants, de- 
lineated with ſuch clearneſs and accuracy, and of ſuch a 
magnitude, as will plainly point out to the Syſtematic Bo- 
taniſt, their generic and ſpecific Characters, without the 
aſſiſtance of a tedious and prolix Deſcription ; and to 
thoſe who wiſh to ac uire a knowledge thereof for Me- 
dicinal purpoſes or as objects of curioſity, anſwer the 
purpoſe of an inflliable Guide. 


To render this Publication ſtill more valuable, an il- 
luſtration of the LINNALAN SYSTEM, with explana- 
tory Engravings, calculated to facilitate the acquiring a 
Knowledge of that ingenious Syſtem, will be given in 
the courſe of the Work, 


CONDITIONS. 


I. This Work will be printed on fine Medium Paper; 
each Number to conſiſt of ſix halt Sheets, containing one 
or more Plants, as may be found convenient with the 
Plan of confining Plants of the ſame Species together, 


One Number to be publiſhed every month, or oftener 
if poſſible, and to cominue in the firlt place til! the Werk 


fhall comprehend 6ne Specimen at leaſt of every knows 
Genus or Family of Britiſh Plants ; after which the drf. 
ferent Species will be given. 


The ſecond Number of this Work will be "Sade 
as ſoon as a competent Number of Subſcribers for carry. 
ing it on can be obtained. ; 


8 


The Publiſher bas already prepared for this „ Work up 
wards of 200 coloured Drawings, the natural fize, taken 
from Plants collected in the vicinity of Sheffield, during 
the laſt and part of the former Year, which may be ſeen 
at his houſe in Nortolk-ftreet ;j where Subſcriptions will 
be received : Subſcriptions will alſo be received by the 
different Bookſellers in Sheffield and other places and 


By D. HOLT, NEWARK, 


where Specimens of the Firſt Number may be ſeen, 


N. B. This Work may be accomodated to any mode of 


Arrangement to which a Subſcriber may give a preterence; 


This Day is Publiſhed, Price 23, 
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Rev. WILLIAM WINTERBOTHAM, 
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' SPERDILY WILL BE' PUBLISHED, 


I OT "9 "OE. "09 OO OR 
* 


PRICE ONE SHELLING: AN D+$IXPFENCE, 


THE TWO SERMONS, 


TO WHICH THE ABOVE r REFER,  - - 


As it is not the Author's Intention to print more than 
what are ſubſcribed far, thoſe Perſons who with to have 
Copies, are deſired to ſignify the Number they intend 
to purchaſe, to the Perſons from whom they have the 
Trials. 
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| LIKEWISE, 
IN THE PRESS, AND SPEEDILY WILL BE PUBLISHED, 
PRICE SIXPENCE, 


AN ADDRESS 


TO THE. | 
INHABITANTS OF GREAT BRITAIN: 
© CONTAINING, 
A View of the Riſe of theſe Proſecutions—Remarks on 
the Proſecutions in their different ſtages—the Sentence, 
with the Speeches of Counſel, and ſome obſervations 
thereon—Judge Aſhurſt's Speech on progouucing Seas 


ot 


„ 
98 


vue ths Expences, incurred by the. eser 
gether with a view of his Situation and Cireumma ssd 
ſince his Commitment; &c. being intended agzan Aps 7 
/ peal to, the Dignity, | Juſtice, and Humanity; of he 
Friends of Conſtitutional, Freedom and Reform, 4 


BY WIELIAM WINTERBOTH AAL. 


„N. Z. A few Copies of the n and Addreſe, will 


de printed on fine Paper, em os the [ng 8 
of the Trials. F , 
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